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1st January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wu Shu-mei is appointed Libationer 
of the Imperial Academy. 

(2) Chang Ju-mei, Governor of Shan- 
tung, repuris that on the 17th of December 
last the freshets in the Yellow River 
caused a large breach in the banks of the 
said river in the vicinity of Huchiat‘an, in 
the district of Litsinhsien, Shantung, thers- 
by causing the adjacent country to be badly 
inundated, As soon as the memorialist re- 
ceived news of the said breach he at once 
made all preparations to stop up the 
gap, which he trusts will soon be the 
means of effectually bringing the river 
within its proper channels. But neither he 
nor his subordinates in charge of the 
River Conservancy Bureau can shirk their 
responsibility in the matter, and so the me- 
morialist while, on the one hand, he hastem- 
porarily degraded the said officials in order 
that by due zeal and energy they may 
redeem themselves thereby, on the other, 
prays that the usual penalties may also be 
determined in his case by the Board of 
Civil Appointments. In view of the 
above we hereby grant the said Governor 
and his subordinates the limit of one 
month to repair the breaches, one of which 
is reported to be nearly 160 feet in width. 
If after the lapse of the above time the 
breaches be not repaired we shall give 
these delinquent officers a severer punish- 
ment. 


6th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Wang Hsi-fan is hereby appointed a 
Junior Director of the Supervisurate of 
Instruction of the Heir-Apparent. 


(2) Huang Ch‘éng-hsiang is this day 
appointed Brig»dier-General of the Military 
Circuit of Kuchou, province of Kueichou, 
ve Ting Huai, retired. 

6th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of the 
Grand Secretariat asking that an officer be 


appointed to the said Secretariat whose 
duty shall be to scrutinise and record Man- 
chu memorials addressed to the Throne, 
we, hereby appoint T'sing Jui to the said 
office. 

(2) As Tung Fu-hsiang, Provincial Com- 
mander-in-chief of Kansu, has been in- 
structed to come to Peking for a special 
audience, we hereby appoint Niu Chiin 
to act as Commander-in-Chief pro tem., 
and Chany Tsung-pén, Brigadier-General 
of the Aksu Military Circuit of Chinese 
Turkestan, is hereby appointed acting 
Provincial Commander-in-Chief of Chinese 
Turkestan during Niu Chiin’s absence in 
Kansu as above. 


(3) Jao Ying-ch‘i, Governor of Chinese 
Turkestan, is hereby commanded t» appoint 
some one to act as Brigadier-General of 
the Aksu Military Circuit ad interim during 
Chang Tsung-pén’s absence at Tihua, the 
capital of the said province of Chinese 
Turkestan. 


7th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Commandant of Peking Gendar- 
merie reports that his men have succeed- 
‘ed in capturing seven desperadoes belong- 
ing to.a notorious piratical band infesting 
the vicinity of the Imperial Prefecture of 
Shuntienfu. The prisoners, seven in 
number, had been captured red-handed 
while engaged in abducting a young girl 
belonging to a farmer's family, and among 
them were found several Manchus. 
We hereby command that the said pri- 
soners be handed over to the Board of 
Punishments for trial and sentence and 
that strict search be made for the rest of 
the band in order that none may escape 
the strong toils of the law. 


(2) The memorial of Sung Fan, Vicerny 
of the Yun-Kuei provinces, praying that 
Ting Huai, Brigadier-general of the Kuchou 
Military Circuit of Kueichou province, be 
granted permission to retire from active 
service owing to constant illness, has been 
received by courier post. The prayer is 
hereby graciously granted and Ting Huai 


[Jan. 7—10. 


has our permission to retire to his native 


city. 

23) Promoting some 150 Metropolitan 
and Provincial officials to extraordinary 
gredes for their share in completing the 
arduous work of compiling historical records 
of the hereditary Princes and nobles of the 
Empire. The President of the said Board 
of Compilers, Prince Li, is hereby also 
turned over to the Imperial Clan Court for 
the determination of extraordinary 
rewards. 

(4) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial Adminis- 
trations. 

8th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wén T‘i is appointed Manchu Censor 
of the Hukuang provincial circuit. 

(2) Liu Hesié-ch‘ien is appointed Censor 
of the Shensi provincial circuit. 

(3) Ko Msi-chu and Chi Shan are ap- 
pointed Expectant Taotais of Shansi and 
Honan provinces, respectively. 

(4) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Provincial Administrations. 

(6) Kuo Hsin is appointed Manchu 
Pulice Censor of the Middle city of Peking. 

(6) Shih Lien is appointed Police Censor 
of the Northern city of Peking. 

(7) Chang Chuo-lan is appointed Police 
Censor of the Eastern city of Peking. 

9th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) K‘é-chih-ké-hsi-chi-mun, a Mongol 
noble of the 2nd rank, is hereby appointed 
an Imperial Body-guardsman to do duty at 
the Ch‘ientsing gate of the Imperial Palace. 

(2) Appointing a umber of officials to 
the Metrpolitan and Provincial Adminis- 
trations. 

10th January. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


The Imperial C.urt is hereby command- 
ed to wait upou his Imperial Majesty the 
Emperor who has anneunced his intention 
tw proceed to-morrow morning at 8 o'clock 
to offer sacrifices at the altars of the Most 
High. 

IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Since the commencement of winter 
the Imperial Prefecture of Shuntienfu had 
been but rarely visited with snow and we 
feared that our subjects would suffer there- 
by in thesummer. Wetherefore went in 
person to sacrifice at the altars of the Most 
High and prayed for the mercy of High 
Heaven upon our empire ; and we also ap- 
pointed Prince Tsai Ying and other mem- 
bers of our Imperial House to sacrifice 


with all devoutness and sincerity before 
the altars of the Four Seasons and other 
temples. In answer to our prayers High 
Heaven has bestowed upon us some 
snow, but in such small quantities 
that we fear that they will not be 
sufficient to ensure our farmers freedom 
from anxiety for their next harvests, and 
we therefore hereby »nnounce our inten- 
tion to proceed pers: nally to-morrow m»rn- 
ing to sacrifice before the altar of the Most 
High once more, and, in the meanwhile, 
Prince Tsai Ying is hereby commanded to 
sacrifice at the temple of the Four Seasons 
in our stead on that day. Prince Pu Wei 
shall sacrifice at the Temple of Miracles ; 
Prince Yi Mu is to sacrifice at the Temple 
of Righteousness, and Prince P‘u Lun is to 
sacrifice at the Temple of Harmony in 
order to pray for additional mercies from 
High Heaven. 

(2) By special grace Lé T‘ai and P‘u 
K‘uei are promoted to the rank of Imperial 
Body Guardsmen of the 2nd Class, and P‘u 
Ch‘ai, Tsai K‘ai, and P‘u Kang are pro- 
moted to the rank of 3rd Class Imperial 
Body Guardsmen to do duty at the Prin- 
cipal Gate of the Imperial Palace. 

(3) Ch'i Ch‘éng, a Reader of the Hanlin 
Academy, complains of the fraudulent 
practices amongst the clerks and scribes of 
the Treasury department of the Imperial 
Household D-partment. In other words, 
these clerkships are only for three years, 
at the expiration of which the incumbents 
should be transferred to other pests ; but it 
appears that these regulations are re- 
;extedly broken and we often now find 
clerks and scribes in the said Depart- 
ment who have held their posts for 
several successive terms of three years, 
thereby enabling them by dishonesty and 
fraud to sapidly Ween rich and wealthy. 
OF course, this can only be attained by the 
higher officials’ indifference or worse. 
The said Reader therefore prays that a 
decree be issued ordering an investiga- 
tion to be made, etc. We hereby cum- 
mand the Comptrollers-General of the 
said Department to c:mmence an investi- 
gation at once, and clear off all abuses 
under pain of being denounced for neglect 
of duty. 

(4) The same olficer denounces the 
secretaries of the Mongolian Superinten- 
dency having charge of the affairs of 
the Banner of the Mongol Prince, Cha- 
ké-tuerh-pa-lé, who recently died. It 
appears that the accused -ecretaries are 
alleged to have receive bribes and thereby 
caused a distant relative of the deceasad 
Prince to inherit the latter’s titles end 
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estate to the detriment of those nearer of 
kin. This is a serious charge and we 
hereby command the Tartar-General of 
Suiyuanch‘éng, Shansi, t» investigate the 
case and report truthfully to us. 


11th January. 
No papers of interest. 


12th January. 


HARD TIMES IN SZECHUAN. 


Kung Shou, Tartar General of Chéngtu 
and Acting Viceroy of Szechuan, in send- 
ing the sum of Tls. 50,000 by a draft on 
a Peking bank, states that owing to great 
drains made upon the province for money 
to prosecute the war against the Mahom- 
medan rebels in Kansu during 1895-6, 
the Provincial Treasurer and the Salt 
and Tea Taotais »f Szechuan have had 
considerable difficulty in colleeting the 
accompanying sum of money for trans- 
mission to Peking, owing to the revenues 
of the province having already heen 
hypothecated by loans made on them 
in order to send sufficient funds to the 
seat of war in Kansu. The memorialist 
and his colleagues, however, having in 
mind the urgent need of funds, at the 
present crisis, for raising and properly 
arming the troops of the empire, and that 
although the ssid Tls. 50,000 go under 
the heading of ‘‘ Contribution for the Ex- 
tension of Railway Building,” the truth 
is that it has been transferred to the 
account for arming the army. Hence ex- 
traordinary efforts have been made to raise 
the quota of money from Szechuan pro- 
vince in order that the Central Goverament. 
may not find its hands tied for want of 
funds in the important duty of raising a 
proper army at the present crisis. The 
memorialist therefore explains thrt the 
suid Tis, 50,000 are made up of Tis. 
10,000 obtained through subscriptions, Tis. 
10,000 from the funds laid by for paying 
the salaries of the principal staff, and Tis 
30,000 scraped together from the various 
tax departments, etc. Although the mem- 
orialist has been enabled to send the 
regular quvta demanded from Szechuan at 
this ‘ime of the year, he fails to see 
what funds can be available for the other 
contributions about to fall due in the near 
future for transmission to Peking. He, 
therefore, begs his Majesty to direct the 
Board of Revenue to note the circum- 
stances under which the enclosed draft of 
Tls. 50,000 has been sent to Peking.— 
Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue take 
note. 


13th January. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


The Board of Astronomy presented this 
morning t+») his Majesty a diagram of the 
anticipated eclipse of the sun on New 
Year’s day (22nd January 1898). 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
the Board of War asking that officers be 
appointed to examine our vegetarian 
diet and fasts during the sacrificial 
worships required to be offered by us in 
person during the lst moon, we hereby 
appoint P-éng Shou, the Duke of Cho, 
Hsin Chi, Fu Chu-li, Sé Ling-&, P‘u Shan, 
Hsiang En, and En P‘u to undertake the 
said duties during the next month. 


(2) We hereby announce that we intend, 
after transacting all business of State to- 
morrow morning, to go to the Southern 
Lake to pay our usual obeisances to her 
Imperial Majesty the Empress Dowager, 
and upon returning to Peking proceed at 
midday to the Tze-kuang Pavilion to wit- 
ness the wrestling, matches between Man- 
chus and Mongolians and other atthletie 
games annually held there. 


14th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
the Board of Revenue recommending that 
the surplus revenue for 1897 obtained at 
the Octroi Bureau under the Senior Vice- 
Collector, Prince P‘u Lun, at the Chung- 
wén gate of Peking, amounting to Tle. 
1,435, should be handed over to the 
Imperial Household Department, we hereby 
concur with the said recommendation and 
command that the amount be paid over to 
the Privy Purse, it being unnecessary, under 
the present circumstances, to bestow the 
money upon the said Prince P‘u Lun as has 
some times been done in more prosperous 
times. 

(2) The same Board also reports that 
Prince Tsai Ying, Junior Vice-Collector of 
the ssid Chungwén gate Octroi Bureau, 
succeeded in getting a surplus of revenue 
for 1897 aggregating Tls. 1,430, odd, and 
recommends that the amount: be handed 
over to the uses of the Imperial 
Household Department. We hereby com- 
mand that the said Prince Tsai Ying shall 
hand the said amount to the Treasury of 
the Privy Purse instead of keeping it to 
himself as a reward for his exertions in the 
said Bureau. 

(3) With reference to the memorial of 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship stating that 
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sacrificial worship should be performed at 
the Ancestral J'emple of the Imperial 
Dynasty on the first day of the New Year 
(22nd January), for the purpose of paying 
the usual congratulatory obeisances of the 
opening year, we hereby command K ‘ai 
Tai, Prince of Chang, to perform the said 
ceremonies in our stead on that day. 


16th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) A note by the Court of Sacrificial 
Worship this morning reports that on the 
3lst day of January falls the sacriticial 
worship set down by the ancient Rites 
to be performed at the Ancestral Temple of 
the Imperial Dynasty in celebrati-n of the 
advent of the first day of the Spring of 1898 
on that day. With reference to the above 
we hereby intimate our intention to proceed 
personally to the said Temple to conduct 
worship, and appoint our Imperial clansmen 
Pu Ching, Prince of I, to sacrifice for us at 
the Rear altars, En ch‘ing at the Hastern 
altars and Ying chiin at the Western altars. 

(2) On the same day which is also set 
apart for special sacrificial worship at the 
temple of the Tutelary Deity of the year 
we hereby appoint Lung Ch‘ing, Prince 
of Suh, to conduct the ceremonies and 
Ch'én Pang-kuei and Ch‘ung Haiin to 
worship before the Eastern and Western 
altars, respectively. 

(3) On the day set apart for worship 
at the Temple of Supplication for Bountiful 
Harvests, namely, the 7th of February next, 
we hereby intimate it to be our intention 
to worship there in person on that day. 


16th January. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

Tung Fu-hsiang, newly appointed Gen- 
eralissimo of the Iwperial Armies of 
Shansi, Shensi, and Kansu, with headquar- 
ters at Pingyang, Shansi, had a farewell 
audience this morning preparatory to start- 
ing for his new appointment. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Comptrollers-General of the Im- 
perial Household Department having re- 
ported that at the close of the present year 

a high member of the Imperial clan should 
be appoiited to superintend the burning of 
sacrificial paper money before the Imperial 
tombs in the vicinity of the capital, we 
hereby appoint Ch‘i Hsiu, President of the 
Mongolian Superintendency, to attend to 
this matter. 

(2) The same Department requests us to 
appoint some high member of the Imperial 
clan to reverently unfold the portraits of 


‘our Imperial Ancestors at the Hall of 
Imperial Tablets to be hung up and dis- 
played for the members of the Imperial 
House t» worship at tha close of the year, 
and to revereutly place them away at the 
close of the above ceremonies. We hereby 
command Princes Tsai Ying and P‘u 
Ch‘uan to reverently attend 10 this work. 

(3) The ssid Department also requests 
that some one be appointed to worship in 
our stead at the Hall of [mperial Longevity 
on the first day of the New Year; we 
hereby command the Prince of Tuan to 
worship on that day in our stead. 


17th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
THE NECESSITIES OF THE PRESENT CRISIS. 


Since our war with Japan we have re- 
ceived successively a number of memorials 
from both onr Metropolitan as well as 
Provincial officials of al! grades, recom- 
mending methods by following which our 
Empire couli be strengthered and ovr 
integrity maintained. This sort of thing 
has gone on for quite two years, yet when- 
ever questions of vital importince arise 
with Foreign Powers, these very men who 
sought to xdvise us were ever found 
wanting and powerless to do anything, as if 
their hands were firmly tied. ‘'I'his is the 
case with them now, in a crisis where we 
are beset. on all sides by powerful neigh- 
bours who craftily seek advantage from us 
and who are trying to combine together in 
overpowering us. Thisis because they see 
our defensive preparations in a state of 
neglect and decay and our fleet small 
and insignificant. In our opinion, there- 
fore, the question of the present day is 
that we begin in reforming ourselves 
and diligently reorganise our defences. 
This is the first question of importance 
now before us; but the only trouble is 
that our present resources are insufficient 
for our purpose and the deficiency in the 
exchequer seems to be very great. Ona 
recent occasion woe sent a decree to all our 
Tartar-Generals, Viceroys and Governors 
in the empire exhorting them one and 
all to strictly prevent the custom now 
prevailing in the various Likin bureaux 
of the empire whereby much pecula- 
tion and secret filling of pockets has 
been going on, and als» to seek Lhe best 
means of immediately disbanding those 
useless territorial regiments which only 
suck the life blood of the provincial ex- 
chequers to the detriment of the whole 
Empire. After the promulgation of our said 
decree we began to receive memorials from 
the said Tartar-Generals, Viceroys, and 
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Governors replying to our exhortations, 
but in these memorials none of the me- 
morialis's attempted to deal with the 
vital question of preventing peculation 
in the Likin department of the Custome, 
nor was the step of reducing and disband- 
ing the territorial regiments gone thorough- 
ly into, while nothing had been done in 
getting at the exact number of dummy 
names on the rolls of the various regiments 
of the said memorialists, and things now 
are just as bad as before. We have, how- 
ever, received a memorial from Kang 
Yi, President of the Board of Punish- 
‘ments, declaring to us personally in 
audience that the most important. ques- 
tions of the present day are, of course, 
disciplining our armies and raising 
money to p:y them. He further states 
that in disciplining our troops care should 
be taken to select those who are able- 
bedied, strong, hardy and good men, 
while in raisirg the funds above mentioned 
they shoul! be procurable from regular 
souices from year to year. N w when our 
dynasty first began to rele this Empire 
our armies were procured and enlisted 
from the whole population. At that time 
no one ever heaid of such taxes as likin or 
miscellaneous duties, yet there never was 
any trouble im the way of insuflicient 
funds iu the Imperial .treasuries nor 
were our armies ever found wanting in 
doing ther duty 'o their Emperor aud 


fighting the battles «f their country. 
Wherens at the present day we have 
the lkin, we have the taxes on 


foreiyn opiuin and home-grown opium and 
such like added taxes which increase the 
revenues to over thirty imijlon_ taels 
annually. Instead of being more than 
sufficient for our vueeds we find, on the 
coutrary, even this large augmentation 
insuticient to p»y our everyday expenses. 
This is because license being given to 
col ect ull manner of dutivs those handling 
the mousy become extravagant and never 
kuow whee te wake a limit of expenditure 
Now to raise funds for the reorganisation of 
the Twperial armies it is nece-sary for the 
Board of Revenue to turn back to the 
records pevious to 1853 (the 3rd year of 
the reign of the Emperor tt-ien Féug) and 
seek to find the total amout annually col- 
lectid from every source of revenue 
threnghout the whole Eupire and then 
compute the toal amount of expendi- 
ture each year at that period. The 
strict rule of the times was that no 
otticial was allowed to owe the exchequer 
mace of money, nor was there sy necessity 
for reducing iegular expenditure then. 


Three years afterwards (1856) there were 
added successively likin, miscellaneous 
taxes (taxes on sundries), Maritime Customs 
duties, duties on home-produced opium, 
and such like. ‘he added expenditures 
were pay of the army and the  urchase of 
areas and ammunition, Of late years there 
have been added the repayment of foreign 
loaus, It is expedient therefore that the 
Board of Revenue be commanded to in- 
vestigate the total amount «f augmented 
taxes received from the beginning down 
to the present day and then find out the 
whole aggregate of expenditures for the 
same period. Then it will le possible to- 
find out what sort of expenditures should 
be done away with ecuitirely and what 
only reduced so as to guard against 
extravagant expenditure. The most im- 
portant to attend to in this matter be- 
ing the necessity of stopping altogether 
the practice of inserting dunimy names on 
regimental ro:ls for the s:ke of filling up 
the full complements, and also equ-lly 
important must be strict prohibition of 
allowing members of the likin service to: 
enrich themselves first »t the expense of 
the Government. Tie other departments. 
in which similae curtailmen's should ‘be 
inaugurated at as early a date us possible 
are the extravagances of the salt yabelle,. 
sinecuresy fur tavoured officials, extrava- 
gances in the legations of foreign countries, 
and reluction of the vas' expenses called 
for by the arsenals and duckyards and 
various bureaux of the Eu pire. A settled. 
regular disbursement should be agreed 
upon for each of the departinents, ete., 
named above, and care taken tu prevent 
useless and extravagant expeniitures. No 
one shall be permitted to draw from the 

treasury over+y above the ameunt settled 
by our decees, nor shall any of- 
ficial be allowed to hand in items 
of extraordinary expenditure to be: 
enshed by the t ensury. In this way, 

declares the said Kany Yi, there should not 
he wnuy difficulty in raising furds for the 
pu-poses in view. We-reof opinion that 
the recommenda: ions of the said memoria-- 
list are well worth deliberating over, and 

we would again call upon botl our Minis- 

ters in the Six Boards, ete., in the capital, 

as well as ou viceregal delegates and high 

otic'xls in the provinces where funds are 
so short as at the presen', to aid one 

ano'ber to serve us ]-yaly in our time of 
di-tress and that they shouli not attempt 

to shitt upon oneavo her important duties 

just bee-use it lappens that different 

provinc’al bou-dary lives separa‘e one 

from the other. In matters pertaining to 


regular and unavoidable expenses in the 
provinces the high officials should enjoin 
upon all their subordinates to adliere to 
eco: omy, to prevent peculatien on the 
part of their underlings and deputies, and 
above all, to regulate their own personal 
conduct in the paths of rectitude and 
probit:. As to the mauner of attaining 
this wost desirable end we would call upon 
the said Tartar Gen-rals, Viceroys, and 
Governors to remember the gratitude they 
ewe us for the favours hitherto bestowe | 
upon them, and loyally and diligently set 
about to reorganise and attain the euds 
we are now striving to get at. Having 
etarted on the course settled upon by them 
we shall expect from them detailed me- 
morials showing what tvey intend to do 
in obedience to our wish and what they 
may lve done so far in this direction. 

As to the command to investigate the 
number of dummy names on the roll of 
each regiment, we have issued decrees on 
the subject again and again in succession 
avd yet nothing tangible has so far ap- 
parently been done by these high pro- 
vincial officials. Yesterday we received a 
memorial presented by Hsii Tuny, Grand 
Secretary, etc., praying that a decree be 
at once issued calling upou our high 
provincial officials, bovh Civil and military, 
to show their loyalty to the Throne and 
patriotism to the land of their birth by 
joining hands and raising throughout the 
jenyth avd breadth of the land militia and 
volunteer corps of picked and able-bodied 
men imbued with the same spirit of loyalty 
and patriotism, in order to substitute them 
for the dummies and feeble and use'ess 
men in the territorial regiments, and thus 
strengthen the defences of the Empire with 
a human bulwark of brave and loyal hearts. 
Further that the regulars and militia levies 
from the interior regions be forthwith 
ordered to march to the seaboard for the 
purpose of adding to the local defences of 
exch maritime pot or city ; that military 
officers who have made their names thrangh 
their experience and ability in doing their 
duty to their Emperor and country, be 
chosen, above all othera to fill posts of 
importance and responsibility, aud that to 
those who have shown their courage, 
ability, quickness in resources, and ex- 
perience in military matters be given the 
most important commands, irrespective of 
their present ranks and date of seniority, 
for at such a crisis as the present this is 
not the time to harp on rank and length of 
service especially wheu the holders of 
them have shown themselves lament bly 
wanting in all things. 


The memorialist also asks that permission 
be given to the various high provincial of- 
ficials to select the best men for the most 
important nosts and that i-significance of 
rank shonld not prevent the employment 
of such men. Officials who may be holding 
posts faraway from the coast may also be 
sent for whe-ever needed, as well as those 
who may have retired into private life if 
they had proved ‘hemselves brave. capable, 
and resourveful officers while in active 
service and that these appointm-nts be 
made by Imperial edict, etc. As the sub- 
stance of the said Grant Secretary’s mem- 
orial contains all that is most necessary to 
be done at the present moment, we here- 
by command that the recommendations 
noted above be at once acted upon hy our 
provincial high officials and further that if 
any Tartar Generals, Viceroys, or Gove: nors 
whether singly or collectively know of men 
whom they trust and believe tu be posses- 
sed of thenecessary qualitiesthat gu to make 
up a brave. resolute anl capable oflicer, 
they should at once either singly or collec- 
tively memorialise to us the name of the 
officer or officers in question and an Impe- 
rinl edict will immediately be sent to the 
person or persons in question tu take up 
the responsible posts that are awaiting such 
men. Thus we may hope to obtain offi- 
cers who with their men may be a human 
bulwark to the country against aygressive 
foes, Let this edict he sevt forth to the 
various provinces by special courier post at 
the rate ol 400 li a day. 


2nd January. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received a special memorial 
from Ha Yii-fén, Governor of Peking, 
describing the gond work done by the 
Chih Shan-t‘ang Charitable Institution, in 
the Western City, in relieving the distress 
and feeding thousands of famine refugees 
from the neighbouring towns; in fact nore 
relief work has been done by the abve 
noted Institution than any of the other 
charitable concerns in the other four cities 
of the Capital. The memorialis', there- 
fore, atates that the 300 picul grant of 
cereals given by Imperial bounty at the 
beginning of the co’d weather has not 
bern found sdequate to supply the 
want's of the numerous applicants for relief 
and prays that an extra gift of grain be 
bestowed on the said Institution at an 
early date. We hereby command the 
Directors of the Imperial Granaries to 
send another special grant of 400 piculs 
of cereals to the s:id Chih Shan-t‘ang 
Institution as a mark of extra Imperial 
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bounty. Let the yaméns concerned take | Throne for he first month of the vext 


note. 
3rd January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(L) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmecie reports that his men cap- 
tured ye-terdxy » number of men red- 
handed, with arms in their hands, while 
engaged in broad daylight in abducting 
ayouny girl belonging to the people and 


whose parents are lionest but poor. The 
girl was rescued and seven ont of 
the eight desp-radoes concerned were 


canght. We hereby command tht the 
malefactors be handed over to the Board 
of Punishments for trial and sentence ac- 
cording to the laws of the land, and that 
strict search be made for the remaining 
desperado still at large. 

(2) We have received » memorial from 
the Censor Ting Chih-shih stating that 
he has found a serious flaw in the *‘ List of 
Deserving Officers” handed in by the Vice- 
roy of the Shen-Kan provinces and his 
collegues soon after the pacification of the 
Mahommedan rebellion in the prefecture 
of Hsining, Kunsu province. The nie- 
morialist gives as 4n instance, two persons, 
namely, Chang Hsin-t‘ai, a former deputy 
sub-prefect of Pinygyang, Shansi province, 
and gub-:equ+tly cashieied for cruel treat- 
ment of the inhabitants under his jurisdic- 
tion; and Yang Mao-yuan, a chijén and ex- 
pectant district magistrate of the 4th class 
of Shensi. These two men, declares the 
memorialist, were never near the scene of 
the fighting against the Kansu rebels and, 
moreover, the character borne by them 
was by no means savoury, hence there 
should be an inv: stigstion into the case of 
these two men to find out how their 
names came to be includ-d in the lis of 
‘‘deserving officers’”’ noted above. 
agree with the memorialist that an in- 
vestigation ought to be made into this affair 
and hereby command the Board of Civil 
Appointments to do so. 


4th January. 

Contains a number of edicts appointing 
various officers of the Imperial Household 
to sacrifice at certain temples during the 
Chinese new year festival in the latter part 
of the present month. 

No other papers of interest. 


18th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of the 
Hanlin Academy praying ‘hat the Hanlin 
Reader for explaining the classics to the 


We 


coming year, be appointed, we hereby 
command that Hsii Shu-min be instructed 
to attend to this duty duri g the next 
first moon. 

(2) The same Academy asks that the 
two secretaries to do duty in the Grand 
Secretariat as copyists of decrees for the 
next first moon be appointed. Kuo Pfu 
aed Tung Wu we hereby appointed from 
the academists for this duty. 

(3) A vae:ncy occurring in the proof- 
reading department of the Han in Academy 
we hereby appoint Pao Fény to the said 
post. 

19th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Board of War request that the 
usual officers for the next: year be appointed 
to fil the post of Inspectors ;of the 
military organisations of the eight Tartar 
Banners in succession t» the officers who 
will suon retire at the end of the present 
year. We hereby «ppoint the Prince of 
Tuan, the Prince of Alachin, Prince Tsai 
Ying, the Grand Secretary Lin Shu, Ch'i 
Hsiu, President of the Mongolian Super- 
intendency, Sé Ling-&3 Kuo, Lé-min, and 
Asin Chieh to the said Inspectorships. 

(2) With reference to the memorial of 
the Board of Works report ng that certyin 
portions of the Ancestral Temple of the 
Imperial Dynasty require urgent repairs 
and that a member of tue Inperial House- 
hold Department be appointed to super- 
intend the said work we hereby appoint 
Hsi Chin, President of the Board of Civil 
Appointments, to the said post, , 

(3) In reply to the memorial of the 
officers of the Palace Department of Sacri- 
ficial Worship stating that the 24th and 
28th «f Jnuary (3rd and 7th days of the 
first moon) are set apact ty custom for 
special sacrifices to the Ancestral Tablets 
in the Palace, we hereby appoint the Prince 
of Chting and te Imperial Duke P‘u 
Ch‘uan to conduct the ssid ceremonies in 
our stead on the two days in question, 


20th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) With reference to the memorial of 
the Imperial Household Depa:tment to 
appoint some high officer to distribute the 
venison brought in by the Imperial Hunts- 
men amongst the Princes, nobles, and 
Ministers of the Court, we hereby appoint 
Huai Ta-fu, President of the Buard of 
Rites, to perform this duty. 

(2) A memorial by the same Department 
for some one to go in our stead tv listen 


(Jay. 20—24. 


to the annual Lama services in the Hung- 
jén Temple. We hereby appoint Chi Hsin, 
President of the Mong+tismn Superinten- 
dency, to go on our behalf. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty will give a banquet to the 
various Mongol Princes and nobies visiting 
the capital to pay their New Year con- 
gratulatious te the Throne in the Paoho 
Throne-hall to-morrow mor: ing at 8 o'clock, 
after which his Majesty in'euds to proceed 
at 2 o'clock in the afternoon to the South- 
ern Lake to pay his obeisance to H.ILM. 
the Ewpress-Dowager. 


21st January. 
No papers of interest. 


22nd January. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


To-day bring New Year's Day His Ma- 
jesty attended in the morning the sacrifi- 
cial ceremonies at the In.perial Tablets in 
the Palace, visited H.1.M. the Kmpress- 
Dowager in the Tze-ning Palace to pay his 
New Year congratulations, received the 
congratulation: of the Court in the Chien- 
tsing Palace, and in the forenoon visited the 
Temples of the Mo-t High and Imperial 
Longevity to pay the usual annual sacri- 
ficial worships. There were uo fétes or 
entertainments on this day owing to the 
desire of H.I.\'. the Ev:press-Dowager. 

The Impeial Boa-d of Astronomy re- 
ported this day that the wind coming 
from the so wwh-eastern quarter betokened 
@ time of boun iful harvests and great 
longevity for the current year, 


23rd January. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty paitook of the sacrificial 
meats this mornivy in state, aud graciously 
commanded certain portions to be distri- 
buted to the various Princes, Dukes, no- 
bles and ministers of the Imperial Court, 
after which his Majesty visited the Em- 
press Dowager a the S -u hern Lake. 

No papers of interest. 


24th January, 
IMPERIAL DECKEES. 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
Wei Kuang-tao, Governor of Shensi, den- 
ouncing a number of his subordinates wha 
have been guilty of various m:sdemeanours 
during the year ju-t closed. He denounces 
one Huang Tien-sh, an expectant sub- 
prefect of Shensi of te 3rd class, for 
misappropriation of th» public revenues 
while placed in charge of a likin station at 


a place called Chihchuan, Shensi ; also 
Tang Chin-chung, an expectant gaol- 
waren of the 2ud class, who when ordered 
to take charge of a lot of mulberry saplings 
for distribution amovg the farming popula- 
tion to evcourage the art of sericulture 
amongst them, took advantage of the 
occasion to pasa a quantity of guods through 
the likin stations under cover of the said 
mulbe ry trees, thus aiding unscrupulous 
merchants in defrauding the revenues, 
We hereby grant the request of the said 
memorialist and command that the above- 
named dishonest officers be forthwith 
caxhiered and dismissed the service. The 
following officers also are complained of: 
Chen Hsiung, district magistrate of Shih- 
ch‘uan, who is to o'd and senile for the 
position he now holds, which requires a 
man of energy ad activity ; also Chu 
Chib-yen, guolwarden of the Shangnan- 
hs'en district magistracy, whose constant 
il ness has rendered him unfit for the 
dn ies of his post. We hereby command 
that these two officers be ordrred to resign 
their pows and retire into private ]fe. 
A complaint is also made avainst one 
Wang Ts‘éh, who has been found to give 
decisions in suits brought before him 
according to his own ideas wnd uot ac- 
cording to law, in spite of remon- 
strances from his superiors, As the said 
official, however, is a chinshih in lite ary 
rank, he is more fit to hold the rank of 
a director of studies thin a  maygis- 
tracy, and we hereby command the said 
Wang T-éh to resign his present post at 
once and to place himself under the Board 
of Rives for appoi-tmen to « dire: torship 
of studies of the 3rd clays. Th Bonarda 
conc-rned i» the above matters are hereby 
commanded to take 10'6 of the sme. 

(2) Owing to an attack by robbers 
upon certain missi-naries the + ther day 
in Chiiyé district, Shan'uny province, 
resulting in the death of some of the 
said missionaries, the -aid rebbers lave 
been captured and punished according 
to lav. We now command that Li 
P ng-hényg., then Governor of Shantung 
but promoted to the Viceroy-ship of Sze- 
chuau, be ordered to resign his appoint- 
m-ut, aud becuse he was not able to 
prevent such attacks of jobbers while 
holding the supreme control of the pro- 
vince of Shantung he has been guilty 
of reprehensible conduct and be is hereby 
handed to the Bo-rd of Civil Appoint- 
ments for the determination of an adequate 
penalty. The said Govern«r’s subordinates 
at the time, umme y. Hai Liang (Manchu). 
Tao aiofth Yen-Yi Ts‘ao-Chi Intendancy; 
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Wan Pén-hua, Brigadier-General of the 
Military Cireuit of Ts‘aochoufu ; and Sh»o 
Ch‘eng-chao, prefect of the said prefecture 
of Ts‘sochoufu, a:e hereby also to be 
handed to the Boards concerned for deter- 
mination of adequa'e pena'tie. As for 
Haii Ting-jui, district wugistrate of Chii- 
y6, aforesxil, having proved himarlf 
most incapable in his duties, with an effete 
police organisation, and furth r failing to 
report promptly the occurrence of thu 
attack and murder of the said mi-sisn+ries 
by robber in his district, we co mand 
tht he be cashiered and dismi-sed for his 
misconduct, News has «Iso :eached us of 
un attack on a mi-sionary chap -1 in Shoui- 
chang district. We hereby command that 
an investigation be made into the conduct 
vf the district magistiate Chuang Wei- 
lieh, and if he should be found to have 
also been guilty of repretens ble conduct 
we command the new Governor of Shan- 
tung to denounce the said officer to us. It 
is also reported tha! fight: have occurred 
in ‘hiningchoa, Hotséhsien, Shanhsien 
and Ch'engwuhsien between Christians and 
the people the sub-prefect and district 
magistrates concerned are hereby vom- 
manded to be removed from offica or trans- 
ferred, as the case may be. for being unable 
to keep the peac-: in their several jurisdie- 
tions. Now Shantung has held the name 
of being a land where the proprieties 
have been taugit and p actised since the 
earliest times in our hi-tory, while the 
literuét have a so had the self-respect to be- 
have themselves according to the doctrines 
of Confuciu-; but the common, ignorant peo- 
ple are wid and mest ignorant of the rules 
of good behaviour and hence have been 
known ¢> attnck and destroy missionary 
chapel-, etc. Bur this habit muxt not be 
allowed to pass by unnoticed and therefore 
must be stopp: d at once ; and we also look 
to it that the local authorities concerned 
are henceforth to strie ly prohibit all un- 
seemly avd riotuus con uct on the part of 
the people. Not only with reya d to Shan- 
tung province alone but the who e empire. 
Let it be hereby proclaimed to the .arious 
Tart r-Ge-erals, Viceroys a d Governors 
that if hereafter it be fouud that iors have 
occurred again-t wissionaries aud their 
chapel. capital punishinent will le the 
fate .f the participan's thereof according 
'o the law promulgated in our decree in 
the 6th moon of the 15th year of our reign 
(July, 1889). There will certainly be no 


merey shown, 


25th January. 
No papers of interest. 


26th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received the memorial of the 
Board of Civil Appointments asking that 
someone be appo-nted Inspector for the 
year of the Gioro (members of the Imperial 
Clan, ninth in order of descent) schools in 
the Capital. Wo hereby appoint Wén Hai 
to the said post. 


27th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


E-ké-t'ang-h, Tartar-General of Féng- 
tien, Manchuria, complains that various 
Mongol chiefs and nobles have recently 
been squabbling nmongst themselves ahout 
the pussuasion of certain tracts of land in 
Féngti-n, which each claims to have 
been handed dewn to him from early 
lim-s, in consequence of which the m-mo- 
rialist has lately be-n receiving » large 
number of petitions asking for decisions in 
the petitioners’ faveur. We hereby com- 
mand the Mongolian Superintend-ney to 
look into the records of the 46th year of 
the reiga f the late Emperor Ch'ien Lung 
(1781), when maps were made of the terri- 
tories apportioned to the various tribes 
and lexgues of Mongols is that region The 
suid Superintendency shall then send pro- 
per y qualified otticers ty Moukden, who 
shall yo with ths deputies of the said me- 
morialist aud mack off the true boundaries 
of the coun'ry in dispute. I+ this way the 
chaotic condition of the territory com- 
plained of by E-k‘6-t‘ung & may be at once 
straightened out and peace restored in the 
snd country. 


28th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


We have received two memorials, one 
from Kio Sih-tséng, a Censor, suggesting 
that in future examin tions for the miliary 
degrees, the candidates be examined in 
sharpshooting with modem rifles instead 
of the nneient bow and arrow; and one 
memorial from Jung Ln, President of the 
Board of War, recommending that subjects 
on foreign intercourse with China be also 
added to the curriculum on the occasions 
of the ssid military examinations, The 
Grand Council and the Boart of War are 
hereby commanded to report upon the said 
two memorials, 


29th January, 
No papers of interes*. 


30th January. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 

His’ Majesty sacrificed in person this 
morning at the Ancestral Temple of the 
dynasty and then went to the Southern 
Lake to pay hobeisance to the Empress 
Dowger. Upon returning to Peking at 
noon his Majesty presided over the annual 
banquet given to the visiting Mongol 
Princes, Dukes and Nubles in the Tzekuang 
Throne Pavilion. 

31st January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ting Shih-pin is appointed Taotai of 
the Yen-Yi-Ts‘ao-Chi Intendaney of Shan- 
tung vice Hsi Liang (Manchu) [removed 
from that post owing to the murder of the 
two German priests at Chtiyé—Translator). 

(2) Hsi Liang, ex-Taotai of the Yen-Y1- 
Ts‘ao-Cni Intendancy of Shantung, is 
hereby transferred to 'he Taotaiship of 
the Ch4-Ning Lntendaucy of Shansi. 

1st February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

We have received the revort of the Board 
of Civil Appointments with reference to 
our commands to «letermine the penalties 
which ought to be given to Li P-ng-héng, 
Governor of Shantung and Viceroy-elect of 
Szechuan, owing o his inabli y to prov de 
against such fatal disturbances as that in 
the district of Chityé in November last, and 
failing also to repor: the game to the Throne 
until »n investigAtion was made by the 
Tsungli Yamén. Such dereliction of duty 
demands the prompt imposition of a penalty 
and we hereby command that the said Li 
Ping-! éng !e fo thwith degraded two steps 
m rank, that he be transferred to some 
other post adequate to his degradation and 
tha’ he be forbidden the privilege of usiug 
his good warks in the olticial records a+ a 
set-off against hiv misdemean ur«. Further- 
more, his subordinates [si Liang, ‘Tavtai 
vf the Yen-I-Tsac-Chi Intendansy of Shan- 
tung, Wan Pén-hua, the Brigadier-Genernl 
of the Tsacchou Military Circuit—who has 
already been degraded—and Shao Chéng- 
hsi, the prefect +f tsa -choufu, be forth- 
with cashiered, but only the first and third 
named are to be retained in their prese t 
posts, while the second is to be dismissed, 
Furthermore it shoul! be remembered 
that the various religious denomimatio s 
vf the Weatern countries have always been 
allowed to propagate their doctrines in this 
elapire by privileges granted in our trea ies 
with those countries, and that representa- 
tives of the religion professe:! by the mur- 
dered Roman Catholic priests have had a 
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footing in China since the time of the 
Emperor Wan Lieh of the preceding Ming 
dyuasty (about 1573—T'ranslator) and it 
ig the plain duty of our officals and people 
to use extrac re for their protection a d 
well-being. On the contrary, we now 
find that bandits have had the temerity 
to murder two of these R man Catholic 
priests in the district of Chiiy& (Chiiyé- 
hsien), a circumstance we sincerely de- 
plore, and we greatly sympathise with the 
other members of their mission in the 
loss thus sustained by them. While ou 
the one hand means should at once be 
started for the arrest and due punishment 
according to law of the perpetra ors of the 
murders, on the ether hand, we hereby 
co »mand in sympathy therewith that three 
churches shall be built by us for the said 
mission, und residences in seven various 
places, as a mark of our good will for stran- 
gers from afar. Finally, we hereby com- 
mand Chang Ju-mei—the newly-appointrd 
successor of Li Ping-héng—to give strict 
injunctions to his subordinates to hereafter 
grant sulstanial protection to foreigners 
of all nations, and » warning is also herein 
given that if in future it be discovered 
that furcher disturbances against f -reigners 
have been organised or have come to pass, 
the resp -nsibility for such acts will fall on 
the high provincial and local authorities 
thereof. Beware of disob dience ! 


2ud February- 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The other day we received the me- 
morial of the Censor Ch‘ung Yin denoune- 
ing Ta-mu.lin-ta'eh-va-k @, a Mongol Prince 
of the 2ud Orler and C:ptain-General of 
the Chouwuta Le gue of Mongol tribes, of 
certan most serivus and grave crimes, 
viz:—(1) Un the pretence of practising his 
troops in wer he permitted them to slanyght- 
er and pillage the Chinese squat ers in the 
vicinity ;further allowing hi Mongol officers 
to extort from and oppress a!l whe came 
ueder thoir notice. (2) ‘They also murder. 
ed certain husb-nudmen and shot others who 
had exasperated them. (3) the pretexr 
that the P-incess’s mausoleum had been 

urned the accused Privce had the audacity 
'o petition the Mongolian Superintendency 
for funds to repair the sam- ; and (4) he is 
accus d of having bribed the said Super- 
intendeucy ‘o app i-t, in defian-e of the 
regular order of seniori y, a candidate 
of his own for the post of Lieutenaut- 
General or second in command of the 
Leasue, Furthermore. in purchasing fire- 
arms for his forces he increased their true 
prices aud compel'ed the members of the 
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various tribes of his Leagie to subscribe 
towards the said expenses, pocketing for 
himself, of course, the excess thus gained. 
In consequence of the gravity of the above 
c-arges we at once commanded Shou Yin 
to investigat» the case and report truth- 
fully on the stme to us. We are 
now in receipt of the said officer’s 
report in which it is stated that all the 
chaiges were perfect'y true and that the 
actons of the accused Captain-General 
were such as rendered him thoroughly 
unfit for the high and responsible post he 
was holding, ete. It is our desire. in view 
of the above, therefore, that the accused 
be forthwith cashiered cof his rank of 
Capt-in-General and that he be brought 
under escort '0 the Mongolixn Sup rin- 


tendency and confined and he will 
await trial and) punshment. With re- 
ference to Pa-chi-li-cherh, who is said 


to have been appointed over the he-ds 
of his seniors to the post of Lieu .-General 
of the anid League, which furthermore hal 
been obtained by means of bribes paid at 
the Mongolian Superintendency, we hereby 
command Jung Lu and Kang Yi t: investi- 
gate the matter and report tru hfully to us 
thereon. 

(2) We have received the memorial of 
En Tsé, Tartar-General of Heilungrhiang, 
(Usi sihar or Cvinese Amur region) dilating 
upon the supernatural «id yr-nted hi- peo- 
ple by Kuna ‘Ti (the Chinese Mar-) to whom 
had been e e ted » temple at Hulan, and 
prayi-g that a commem rative tablet writ- 
ten by our own hands be graciously pre- 
sented and huny up in the said temple, asa 
mark of our gratitude forthe supernatural 
help and p otection given t+ our subjects 
ant the land by his sacred godship, ‘The 
request is granted and au autograph tablet 
by us is hereby ordered to be sent to the 
aaid Tartar-Geueral, who is commanded to 
reverentially hong the same in the above- 
named temple of the god Kuan Ti as a 
mack of vue respect and gratitude. 

3rd Febru-ry. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Yéu Yung (Manchu) is appointed § Jt 
Commis<ioner of the Changlu division of 
Chihli and Honan provinces, vice Li Hsr- 
lien promoted a Provincial Treasurer. 


4th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ming Pas (Manchu) is «appointed 
Taotai of the Féng-Chin-Shanhaikuan 
Intendancy of Féngtien province, Mau- 
churia, with the brevet rank and powe-s 
of u Provincial Judge. 


~ holders of the said bonds. 


(2) We have received the report of the 
Board of Revenue recommending the sug-' 
ges ions «f Huang En-yung, an officer of 
the Supervisorate of Instruction +f the 
Heir Apparent, concerning a scheme for 
raising a National Loan from Chinese alone, 
hy means of the snle of Nationa! bonds. 
According to the said Memori:lisi’s paper 
his suggestions are most auccine’, and it is 
proposed that the s id Board of Revenue 
be instructed to engrave and print a million 
bond certificates to be ca'led the ‘‘ Chao 
Hsin Bonds” the same to be sold in the 


Inperixt Prefecture and the various 
provinces of the empire. The interest 
to be paid on each bond is to be 5 


per cent per annum and the period for 
redemption not to exceed 20 years, 
when both. p incipal and the interest then 
owing wil be promptly repaid to the 
Liberty is to 
be given for selling and re-selling of the 
said bonds in the markets and business 
exchanges, and whenever the bonds 
mature in regular order, the same 
shall be permitted to be used for pay- 
ing gov-rnment taxes on land and on 
salt, Beginning at Peking with the 
Princes, Nobles, and Minis ers, etc., down- 
wards «nd in the provinces from the 
Tartar-Generals, Vicervys, and Governors 
downwards, such as substantive and ex- 
pectant offic als of all clas-es and grades, 
alls vall invest in these bonds as an exxmple 
to the mercantils community and gen- 
try of the land, to whom also shall per- 
mission be given to invest if they wish to 
do so, Avd the Governor of Peking and 
high p ovincial anthorities ev rywhere 
shall settle upon certain regulations and 
privileges so as to encourage the mer- 
chants ard wealthy private pe -ple to join 
in this National Loan. Proclamations 
also ave to be issue! by the said high 
nuthorities, who are to appoint deputy of- 
ficers to exhort the general masses to invest 
in the bonds ; but extortion m= any form 
must be strictly investivated and promptly 
punished. But if the said deputies succeed 
in their work they -hall be rewarded in 
proportion to what they have relatively 
d«ne Ina wor, in view of the difficulties 
an! financial straits vow bese ting vur Gov- 
ernmen we «re sure that from the Princes 
of the Blood and high Minis: ers and officials 
downwards--all who have received our 
bounty—even amongst our merchants 
and gentry they must know where their 
duty and patriotism lie and s» onght to be 
eager to assist their Sovereign in his 
troubles. Furthermore, as the details 
of the ssid Nationsl Loan make ita proper 
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loan and not, as formerly, voluntary con- 
tributions to the national exchequer, and 
as neither force nor coercion will he allowed 
in the matter, there ought to be no lack 
of confidence in the measure or delay 
in coming to the rescue of the Government, 
especially as it is m-re like a comme:cial 
loan where certain periods of maturity of 
the bonds and their iv terest are stated and 
the holders will find no difficulty in ge! ting 
cash for them. Let this be proclaimed 
over the whole empire. 


5th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Hsit Ch‘ing-chang is appointed Tuotai 
of the Kan-Liang Intendancy of Kuansu 
provinee. 

No papers of int+rest. 


6th February. 
IMPERIAL DEOREES. 


(1) The Grand Secretaries Li Hung- 
chang and Hsii T'ung are hereby excused 
from the duty of introducing people in 
audience to us. 

(2) Li Pei-yuan. Vice-Governor of 
Peking, is hereby allowed to continue the 
privilege of doing duty in the Upper Im- 
perial Library. 


7th and 8th February. 
No papers of interest. 


8th February, 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

The Princ-r, Nobles, Ministers, and 
subordinate officers of our Court whe have 
one and all received our buunty, ought by 
rights to show their gratitude by doing 
their best in ‘igh ening our labours in 
such crises as the present, as well as to 
diligently attend to their several duti-s in 
order to deserve the e-nfidence we have 
placed inthem. Weare therefore filled with 
indignation when we fied tha: it has of late 
been » habit of mavy of our officers to shirk 
their duties using all sorts of excuses to 
avoid them. Even for instance, after weha | 
ordered certain officers t» attend simple 
ceremonies such as sacrificial worship and 
the like, we often now meet with memorials 
from the vactious Boards and depar'm nia 
praying us to select some one else to tuke 
the pla e of the selected officers owing tu 
the latter being unavoidab!y prevented from 
one cause or another oleying the Imperial 
c mmanuds, etc. ‘This we take to be sheer 
laziness and shirking of extra work which 
must be severely denounce! and prohibit- 
ed once for «ll. We would therefore give 
fur warning to all such that in the fu ure 
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we will make careful investigations into 
any excuses brought to us an if we find 
any one guilty of trying to deceive us, we 
promise such persons that ther punish- 
ment wil: in nv wise be light. Now, after 
this decree, let no one say that he has not 
been given fair warning to desist from such 
evil practices. 


9th February. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 


We have received a memorial from ‘I'an 
Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Two Kuang 
provinces, s ating that the people of 
Chaochou prefec ure are anxious to show 
their appreciation of the kind and bene- 
ficent rule of » recent prefect, the late Wa 
Chun, by praying for permission to build a 
memorial temple in honour of the deceased 
prefect in the city of Chaochou. Further- 
more, memorialist, in looking over the 
official record of the deeds dune by the 
late prefect, is of opinion thar they also 
should be commemorated by being inser'ed 
in the Dynastic History as xn example of 
a kind and beneficent « ficial who had 
been u iformly devoted to his duties f r 
over twenty yexra and loved the people as 
hisewochildven, As this is a laud«ble case 
we have pleasure in granting bo'h the 
prayers above noted. 


10th February. 


IMPKRIAL DECREE. 

Hsi Chu:, Chi Yao, and Kuei Chuan 
(members of the Imperia’ Clan) are hereby 
appointed by « special act of grace, extra 
Chamberlains of the Imperial Court. 

No papers of interest. 


11th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received the memor al of Sung 
Fan, Viceroy of the Yiin-Kuei provinces, 
denounci:-g certain military olfic ra und: r 
him and praying thar the punishment of 
loss of rank and dismissal for ever from 
the service be pronou ¢ d agtinst certain 
military delinquents. With referenc- toSen 
Shth-lung, Major commanding the Chung 
battalion of Yunnan, who tas been found 
guilty of using dummies on his ba talion 
roll, we hereby co--firm Sung Fan’s sugges- 
tion and cashier and dismiss for ever the 
said delinquent. The same pu -ishment 
is also tu be meted out to ‘Ting Yao-lnny, 
Major commanding the Wan battalion, 
but as for Ku Hung, Colone! commanding 
the several b-ttalio 1s of the T‘éng brigade, 
as all his battali-ns app-ar te have ‘ dum- 
mirs” in the regimental rolls, the simple 
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punishment of. being cashiered and dis- 
missed for ever frum the service is to light 
fur him and he is therefore further 
ordered to be seit to work on the 
military post roads and banished to the 
country beyond the Great Wall. This 
punishment will in future be adhered to in 
regard to all officers found guilty of com- 
mandingsuch ‘“‘skeleton” battalions, there- 
by pocketing for themselves the pay of the 
said ‘‘dummies.” We wish here to record 
our commendation of the conduct of the 
memorialist who had the couraye to make 
such wholesale denunciations in the face 
of the ‘‘ precedents” which we know to 
exist under such conditions, and would 
exhort all our Viceroys and Governors 
to do their duty by us and denounce 
severely all attempts at lowering the 
atrength of our military organisation. 


12th February. 
No papers of interest. 


13th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


The Commander of the Gendarmerie re- 
port: that while an extra Chamberlain of the 
Imperial Household named Yii Hsing was 
riding in his cart in plain clothes yesterday, 
his servants got i:to a fight in the streets 
with the servants of a retired Vice-President 
of the Six Boards, named Chih Yen, result- 
ing in the defeat of the former and the 
beating of the Chamberlain himself at the 
hands of Chih Yen’s servants. Now Yi 
Hsing holding the high rank he did had 
no business to go about in plain clothes 
without a single distinguishing mark to 
show his superior position at Court, and 
therefore being taken for a commoner got 
aesaulted for his pains. He has therefore 
been guilty of lack of self-respect and 
we therefore turn him over to the Im- 
perial Clan Court for the determina- 
tion of a penalty. Aa for the pugnacious 
servants of the retired Vice-President they 
also must not be allowed to go unpunished 
for breaking the peace and we hereby com- 
mand the said Oommander of the Gendar- 
merie to arrest the culprits and punish 
them according to law. 


14th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With reference to the report of the 
Board of Civil Appointments upon the con- 
duct of certain Censors alleged to have 
broken the Court etiquette the other day, 
it having been found that the Censor Wang 
Ting-hsiang was innocent he is therefore 
restored to his original Court (of Censors). 


16th Febru ry. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have read the memorial of Yung 
Ching, a sub-chancellor of the Grand 
Secretariat complaining that alth.ugh spe- 
cial examinations are periodically held for 
members of the Tartar Banners in order to 
pick the brightest for official employment, 
the Chinese members of the various 
Boards and Courts are general'y neglected 
in this respect and memorialist there- 
fore prays that equal chances may be 
given to all, etc. We agree with the 
said sub-chancellor and also that a simple 
knowledge of the Classics is not enough to 
fit men now-a-days for important posts in 
the [mperial governmen'. What is most 
important now is for men to have a know- 
ledge of the world and of things going 
on outside of China. Such men are 
required for the government and every 
opportunity should be given such to bring 
to light their experience and knowledge. 
We therefore command the high authori- 
ties of the various Boards and Cour's to 
arrange for periodical examinations of 
Chinese and Tartar members of govern- 
ment departments, without regard to the 
literary standing of these candidates for 
higher offices and whenever a bright and 
able candidate be found every opportunity 
should be given him to put to use his 
talents and experience on behalf of the 
government and the dynasty. Let this be 
known to all throughout the empire. 

(1) Wang Péng-yiin, the Censor, pre- 
sented this morning a memorial urging 
the necessity of establishing a college 
of Foreign literature and science in Peking. 
With reference to the above this subject 
has already been well thrashed out by the 
high Ministers of State, and our sanction 
has already been given to this laudable and 
important project. We therefore now com- 
mand that the plans and regulations for 
the proposed college be forthwith arranged 
without further delay between the mem- 
bers of the Grand Council and the Tsungli 
Yamén and presented to us for approval as 
soon as possible. 


16th February. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
Hu Yii-fén, Governor of Peking, recom- 
mending certain rules for the establish- 
ment of more modern examinations for 
military candidates for degrees throughout 
the empire. He further recommends that 
military schools be established in every 
district and department in the country for 


training nine miopendcees Wei |. «= = Son wea. students, etc. We hereby 
command that the suggestions of the me- 
morialist be added to those suggested by 
Jung Lu, the President of the Board of 
War, and the whole reported upon to us 
by the Grand Council and Board of War, 
conjointly. 


(2) The same high officer suggests the re- 
taining of foreign- -drilled battalions through- 
out the country and the disbandment 
at once of those drilled in the ancient 
style. We agree with the m+morialist that 
now is not the time for adhering strictly 
to ancient precedents in organising the 
Imperial armies and that example should 
be made of the modern style of drilling, 
clothing, and feeding the troops. We 
much first also do away with the frauds 
hitherto prevalent in the armies and we 
hereby command the Grand Council and 
the Ministry of War to jointly report upon 
the best way to organise our armies in 
accordance with the needs of modern times. 

(3) With reference to the recommenda- 
tion of the same high offic-r above noted 
praying that the troops of the Peking Field 
Force and the Imperial Guards should be 
entirely rearmed with modern weapons of 
precision this subject is also turned over to 
the Grand Council and Ministry of War for 
a joint report. 

(4) Kao Kéng-en is appointed a Groom 
of the Imperial Library. 


17th February. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Chang Ju-mei, Governor of Shantung, 
denounces General Sun Wan-lin, Divi- 
sion Commander of the Tung Corps, 
for that upon the late tour of inspection of 
the said Governor to Ninghai, he found that 
the baltalions of the said Corps  sta- 
tioned there were actually short of the 
regular complement, and that also there 
were complaints made that the pay of the 
soldiers had been cut down in order to fill 
the pockets of the accused General. We 
hereby cashier the said Sun Wan-lin and 
further banish him to the military post 
roads beyond the Great Wall, as a warning 
to all. 


18th February. 


IMPERJAL DECREES. 


(1) We hereby announce our intention 
to worship personally at the temple of the 
Sun on the 18th of March next. 


(2) P‘an Ch‘ing-lan is appointed As- 
sistant Censor for the Metropolitan Cir- 
cuit. 
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19th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We have received the memorial of 
the Roads and Streets Censor Wén Shu 
and his colleagues, denouncing one Mu Ta- 
hung, a petty officer in the Court of 
Censors, for building houses so as to 
encroach upon public land, in various 
parts of the capital and that when com- 
manded to abstain from doing so by the 
memorialists the accused simply ignored 
the order and kept going on with the 
building work, refusing to pull down the 
houses encroaching upon public land, ete. 
The accused is hereby turned over to the 
Board of Civil Appointments for the de- 
termination of an adequate penalty. 


(2) Hsia Hsin-yu, Brigadier-General of 
the Yuchiang Circuit of Kuangsi, is hereby 
transferred to a like post at Téngchou, 
Shantung. 

(3) Li Yung-fang is appointed to the 
post vacated by the said Hsia Hsing-yu. 

20th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Yun Yii-ting, Reader of the Hanlio- 
Academy, thinks that warning should be 
given to all the Viceroys and Governors 
of provinces when they take »dvantage of 
the recently given special privilege of re- 
commending n men of alleged brilliant talents 
and abilily to the special notice of the 
Throne. Itis so easy for a preju diced per- 
son to recommend some one in whom he 
specially believes and whem he thinks 
capable of great and brilliant deeds, and yet 
to the bystander this protégé may really 
not be worth his salt. The meuiorialist 
therefore suggests that the recommen- 
ders or sponsors shall be made respon- 
sible for the persons sent up to Peking for 
special service in the capital, as this will 
prevent reckless recommendations, etc. 
We hereby command the ‘I'sungli Yamén 
to report upon the various suggestions of 
the said memorialist. 


2lat February. 
No papers of interest. 


22nd February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

The Board of Revenue memorialises on 
behalf of En Ch‘sng, Superintendent of 
Customs at Shahuk‘ou, Great Wall, stat- 
ing that he has collected a surplus of 
Tis. 5,999 fer the past year and asking 
what should be dune with this surplus. 
We hereby command the said amount to be 
turned over to the keeper of the Privy Purse 
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for our account, there being no necessity 
in this case to reward the eaid Super- 
intendent of Customs with the money 
in acknowledgement of his energy and 
diligence. 

23rd February. 

IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Appointing nearly one hundred officers 

to the Metropolitan and Provincial ad- 
ministrations. 


No papers of interest. 
24th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Fén Ch‘é, Commander of the Guards, 
on duty at the Tunghua gate of the Palace, 
reports the arrest of an unknown person 
found skulking in the vicinity of the gate, 
as if trying to enter the Palace surrepti- 
tiously. When arrested the man tried to 
resist and afterwards refused to answer 
any questions put to him. We hereby 
command that the arrested man be turned 
over to the Board of Punishments for trial 
and investig:tion. 

(2) The Prince of Li reports that his 
illness is still lingering in spite of the extra 
leave granted him and prays that some ene 
may be appointed to act for him during 
hig sickuess as President of the Imperial 
Clan Court. We hereby grant the said 
Prince ano:her month’s leave and appoint 
Prince Kung as acting President of the 
said Court, while Prince Ch‘ing is appoint- 
ed acting Captain-General of the Yellow 
Manchu Banner during the Prince of Li’s 
absence from his duties. 

(3) Yang Yi-chih is appointed Junior 
Director of the Court of Sacrificial Worship. 


25th February, 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

We have received a memorial from Yii 
Kun the officer in charge of the Hui 
Mausoleum, at the Eastern Mausolea, 
stating that the said Mauaoleum is urgent- 
ly in need of repairs and praying that 
some high officer be sent to examine the 
place and see what repairs are required. 
We hereby command Ch'‘i Hsiu, President 
of the Mongolian Superintendency, to go 
to the said Mausoleum and report to us the 
condition of the place and what repairs 
will be required. 


26th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Warning is hereby given to the officers 
of the Guards un duty at the various Palace 
gates to see that no outsiders be permitted 
to enter the Palace grounds. We have ob- 


served of late considerable lixity of vigil- 
ance on the part of suid officers and men and 
if, in future, anyone who has not the right 
to be there be found within the Forbidden 
Precincts the punishment we shall award to 
neglectful officers and men of our Guards, 
all may be assured, wil] not be light by 
any means. Let all take warning ! © 


27th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) The Board of Revenue reports the 
receipt of Tls 20,000 from Prince Kung as 
his quota fer the proposed Chao Hsin 
Bonds. We are most thankful for this 
thoughtfulness of the said Prince and would 
recommend his loyal example to others 
of our Court and Empire. For it must 
be remembered that this money has been 
given even before the regulations govern- 
ing the proposed Chao Hsin Bond loan 
have been settled upon, and all who owe 
the dynasty a debt of gratitude for bounties 
received should hasten to follow the 
Prince’s example, especially in the critical 
times our country is now passing through. 


(2) Decree expressing regret at the re- 
ceipt of the news of the death of Mier! Yi, 
Senior Vice-President of the Mongolian 
Superintendency. The usual grants are 
made to the deceased officer’s family and 
his official faults are erased from the 
records. 


28th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) En T‘ao is appointed Senior Vice- 
Commissioner of Octroi at the Chungwén 
gate. 

(2) Ts‘ing Jui is appointed Senior Vice- 
President of the Mongolian Superinten- 
dency vice Mien Yi, deceased. 


1st March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Prince Tsai Lan, Commander of the 
Vanguard Division of the Imperial Guards, 
reports that he has arrested three men 
found guilty of opening an opium divan 
within the Forbidden City, one of whom 
turns out to be a eunuch of the Palace 
named Lai Hai, the next a Manchu 
Constable, and the third a commoner of 
Chinese descent, The audacity of such a 
step as daring to open an opium divan 
inside the Forbidden City is astounding. 
Let the three men be handed over at once 
to the Board of Punishments and let the 
culprits be punished to the severest extent 
of the law, 


2nd March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Censor Yung Shéng suggests that in 
the case of the highest officials of the Em- 
pire who borrow money during their life 
time and die without paying such borrow- 
ed sums their heirs should be made respon- 
sible for their parents’ debts, and quotes 
the case of the late Imperial Resident of 
Hami, Chinese Turkestan, Ming Ch‘un, 
who borrowed Tls. 20,000 from a merchant 
and commoner, named Yuan Yung-féng, 
when holding the above-named post, but 
died without repaying the loan. In spite 
of repeated calls upon the heir of the 
late Resident, an officer of the Imperial 
Guards named Chih Hsing, for the pay- 
ment of the said debt, it has never been 
paid until now Yuan the lender himself has 
also passed away, leaving the debt as a lega- 
cy to his widow and several young children, 
placed now in reduced circumstances. 
The said widow lately called upon the 
said heir for the return of the loan but was 
met first by artful excuses and eventually 
by threats at the hands of the debtor's 
son and heir. Driven to extremities 
the said widow has now sued Chih 
Hsing at the memorialiat’s court and he 
now prays that justice may at - last 
be done after the lapse of so many 
tens of years. We certainly consider this 
debt to bea just one which should by all 
means be immediately repaid. We there- 
fore hereby command that the defendant 
Chih Haing be temporarily suspended from 
hie appointment in the Guards and he is 
further commanded to present himself at 
the Board of Punishments to await a 
trial of the said case. 


3rd March. 
No papers of interest. 
4th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


We received the other day a memorial 
from Liu Shu-tang, Governor of Honan, 
denouncing the conduct of the Provincial 
Treasurer, Ngéh-lé-ching-ngéh, in taking a 
concubine. We, therefore, commanded 
secret investigation to be made into the 
truth of the charge and now find that 
although the said Provincial Treasurer did 
get a concubine, yet she does not belong 
to Honan and therefore cannot be counted 
among the subjects of the accused. We are 
annoyed to find the said Governor making 
charges on such trivial matters as this and 
he is reprehensible in bringing it to the 
notice of the Throne. We therefore com- 
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mand that the said Governor be publicly 
notified of our displeasure. 

Note.—In the patriarchal syatem of gov- 
ernment in China, the local authorities 
such as a district or department magistrate 
are styled ‘male and female parents of 
the people.” and the grade of seniority as- 
cends with the higher ranks of the officials, 
as, for instance, a prefect or Taotai is 
atyled the ‘‘ grandparent of the people.” 
For a ‘‘ parent” of his subjects to marry 
one of them, is, therefore, an act of incest 
according to law ; but he does not commit 
this crime if he marries a woman from a 
neighbouring province. Governor Liu of 
Honan was evidently horrified at the idea 
that his Provincial Treasurer, who, by 
right, ought to be a ‘‘ grent-great-grand- 
father,” of his subjects should be guilty 
of marrying one of his great-great-grand- 
daughters, and so denounced the aged 
Lothario for incest. But it seems that 
the young girl was a native of some other 
province and this, according to liw, freed 
Negéh-lé-ching-ngéh from a serious charge. 
—Translator. 


5th March, 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

It having fallen by rote to Shantung, 
Honan, Kiangsu, Anhui, and Kiangsi pro- 
vinces to hold grand inspections of the 
forces thereof, this year we hereby appnint 
Chang Ju-mei to inspect the various bri- 
gades in Shantung; Liu Shu-tang to in- 
spect Honan; Kuei Chun to inspect 
Kiangsu ; Téng Hus-hsi to inspect Anhui ; 
and Té Shou to inspect Kiangsi. They 
are further commanded to be diligent 
in this duty, and not to hesitate in 
denouncing the delinquents whenever 
they find lack of discipline, laziness, 
or ignorance amongat the military officers 
during their tours of inspection. Should 
they also find such evil practices as spoil- 
ing the troops of their legitimate wages or 
short complements amongst the regiments, 
battalions, and brigades, tlhe said Governors 
must not hesitate to severely denounce the 
guilty officers as the crimes must be stopped 
by severe measures. They are also to 
dismiss any aged or too youthful soldiers 
they may find among said regiments ; let 
there be no shirking of duty in these 
important matters. 


6th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Huang Huai-sen, Governor of 


Kuangsi, reports that the retiring district 
magistrate of Linchuan, Kuangsi, Chén 
Kuo-hua, having been found on turning 
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over the seals to his successor to be 
indebted to the Provincial Treasury in a 
very large sum in poll and land taxes, and 
finding himself apparently unable to make 
good thedeficit, suddenly absconded and has 
not been since heard of. It also transpired 
that the absconding magistrate further 
failed to make good several thousand taels’ 
worth of rice due to the military canton- 
ment near Linchuan. We are surprised at 
the audacity of the said magistrate in 
absconding and failing to make good his 
deficits and hereby command the Gover- 
nor of Hupeh to search for the delinquent 
and if arrested to send him under escort to 
Kueilin, the p ovincial capital of Kuangsi, 
and further to confiscate any property that 
may be found in the delinquent’s name 
in his native city and transfer the money 
so obtained to the Kuangsi Treasury. 

(2) Shen Shou-chien is appointed 
substantive Taotai of the Yen-Yi-Tsao-Chi 
Intendancy of Shantung. 

(3) Yao Hsieh-chan is appointed substan- 
tive Taotai of the Shen-Ju Intendancy of 
Honan. 


7th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yi Lien-san and Ho Chu, Provincial 
Treasurers of Shansi »nd Hunan, respective- 
ly, are hereby ordered to interchange posts 
with one another. 

(2) The other day we gave strict com- 
mands to the various provincial Viceroys, 
Governors and Tartar-Generals to hasten 
with the disbandment of unnecessary troops 
in order to retrench the military expendi- 
tures of the country. We have since re- 
ceived only the memorials of E-k‘d-tang-d, 
Tartar-General of Féngtion, Liu Shu-tang, 
Governor of Honan, and Kung Shou, 
Acting-Viceroy of Szechuan, to the effect 


that they had obeyed our decree and re- | 


porting the mode of procedure they took 'o 
effect that end. This edict is therefore 
issued to further hasten the other high 
provincial authorities to do the same with- 
out any further delay, and they are also 
commanded to peruse the memorials of tho 
first-named high officers to guide them in 
their work. 

(3) Fu-lé-min-ngéh, Imperial Resident at 
Uliasutai, northern Chinese Turkestan, 
sends a memorial eulogisiug the military 
achievements of one Wén Lin, an Imperial 
Resident of Hami during the great Mahom- 
edan Rebellion of the sixties, and prays 
that memorial temples be permitted to be 
erected at Hami and Kuch‘eng, Chinese 
Turkestan, the cities where the deceased 
officer greatly distinguished himself in 


battles with the rebels, etc. The prayer is 
granted and we also hereby command that 
the military deeds of the said Wén Lin be 
further recorded in the dynastic history. 


8th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wang Yii-tsao, Governor of Kuei- 
chou, reports that there are a great many. 
so-called ‘‘ perquisites” in existence in the 
various Customs and Likin departments 
throughout the Empire which should legally 
be turned over to the Imperial exchequer, 
as for instance the action of the Tunghai 
and Linching Customs in Shantung which 
gave up ‘‘ perquisites ” aggregating to over 
Tis. 80,000 per annum, to the Imperial ex- 
chequer. This example could well be 
emulated by the Tartar Generals, Viceroys, 
and Governors of other provinces, and we 
now exhort that the said high provincial 
authorities pay speedy attention to this 
subject and thereby justify our choice in 
belecting them for the posts they severally 

old. 

(2) The officers of the Court who are to 
be on duty at the Palace to-morrow are 
hereby commanded to appear in full court 
dress on that day. 


9th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Hsin Ché is appointed Manchu 
Brigade-General of the Banner garrison 
at Miyiin, Shantung. 

(2) Su Lo-tai, Brigade-General of Mi- 
yiin, is hereby transferred to the post of 
Lieutenant-General of the Hanchun Bor- 
dered-White Banner at Peking. 

(3) Appointing a large number of officials 
to the Metropolitan and Provincial ad- 
ministrations. 


10th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


While on our progress to Eho Park 
yesterday we were appealed to for justice 
by the cashiered Major Chao Chang-chun. 
We hereby command that the said ap- 
pellant be handed over to the Board of 
Punishments which is ordered to thorough- 
ly investigate into the nature of the said 
appeal. 


11th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 

Hsii Chih-hsiang, recently Literary 
Chancellor of Chékiang province, is here- 
by appointed Reader of the Hanlin 
Academy. 
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12th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We received the other day a memorial 
from the Censor Ting Chi-shih denouncing 
a number of civil and military officials at 
Tientsin and other cities of Chihli province 
for various misdemeanours, and we, there- 
fore, commanded Wang Wén-shao to make 
immediate investigation of the charges and 
his report is now before us. He states 
that, as to the charges made against Kao 
Chan-lin, substantive Taotai of the Tsing- 
Ho Intendancy and acting Taotai of 
Tientsin; Shén Nung-hu, Taotai of the 
Tung- Yung Intendancy of Chihli, aud the 
expectant Taotai Chang Chéng-chi, they 
are all baseless and cannot therefore be 
proven. This being the case there is no 
necessity to go any further into the cases 
of the said accused. But with reference 
to the charge against the expectant Taotai 
Chien Kuei-yuan, even although it has 
been found by the said Wang Wén-shao 
that the said Taotai is not guilty of the 
charge of having bought up old cemateries 
to build houses, yet we hear that the accused 
is too youthful for the high post he holds 
and he lacks experience and steadiness. 
He is also addicted to recklessness of con- 
duct. We must therefore cashier him as 
also Wang Té-shéng, commandant of the 
Viceregal Guards, who has been charged 
with overstepping his proper rank and 
with failure to know his proper place. 
The said censor also charges Jen Yii-sheng, 
Captain of the Four Gates of Tientsin city, 
of unfitness for the responsible post he 
holds and this having been proved he is 
also hereby cashiered. 


13th March. 
No papers of interest. 


14th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Chen Yuan-ng6, is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Laichou military division 
of Kansu province. 


15th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Chang Ju-mei, Governor of Shantung, 
denounces an act of violence by certain 
civil and military officials under him and 
the arresting of innocent persons by them. 
It appeared that Kéng Hsun, acting magis- 
trate of Tséhsien, Shantung, while borrow- 
ing grain from a commoner, Chao Hsing- 
wang, and members of his clan, unwar- 
rantably listened to a complaint made by 
the said Chao Hsing-wang against the 
people belonging to a village across the 


Yellow River, in Kiaugsu province. Get- 
ting assistance from Liu Chin-hsiang, major 
commanding a battalion at Tungtai village, 
the accused magistrate led the troops into 
Kiangsu territory, raided some twenty 
families of the innocent village and carried 
off bound over thirty prisoners. It is 
further averred that so cruel were the 
soldiers in their treatment of the prisoners 
that one of them died in gaol. This isa 
very grave offence and we hereby cashier 
the said acting magistrate and the said 
major and they are to await trial for their 


conduct. 
16th March, 
No papers of interest. 


17th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Sun Chia-nai, Governor. Adjoint of 
Peking, denounces some petty officers 
belonging to his yamén for setting up as 
usurers, In consequence of which they have 
been repeatedly sued by their victims before 
memorialist’s court. The officers de- 
nounced are hereby cashiered. 

(2) The other day we approved of a 
plan presented by the Ministers of the 
Grand Council and Comptrollers-General of 
Military and Naval Affairs to select from 
the various regiments of the Peking Field 
Force a picked body of troops to be here- 
after styled the Vanguard Corps of the 
said Force, and we commanded the Com- 
mander-in-chief of the said Force to 
report upon the matter to us as soon as 
possible. The report of the said Com- 
mander-in-chief, Prince Ching, is now 
before usin which he proposes to select 
10,000 men from the Peking Field Force 
to be formed into the Vanguard Corps 
and these troops will be drilled and 
organised according to the most modern 
methods. The idea is very good and we 
hereby authorise the said organisation at 
an early date. 

18th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Sun Chia-nai, Governor-Adjoint of 
Peking, denounces one Lin Chao-kuei, 
formerly police magistrate at Kupeikou, 
Great Wall, of attempting to defraud the 
government revenues by various illegal 
acts, etc. The accused is a disgrace to the 
service and is hereby cashiered and dis- 
missed for ever from the civil service. 

(2) Yu Té and Sung Kuei are hereby 
appointed Examiners in the foot and horse- 
back archery competition of the Banner- 
men’s Triennial Examination for the chin- 
shih degree. 
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(3) Chung Lin is appointed Proctor of 
said competitions. 

(4) The Governor and Governor-Adjoint 
of Peking ask that extra grain be granted 
to the gruel station at the Wangshuyuan 
temple, owing to the good and useful work 
that charitable institution is still doing in 
aid of refugees from the surrounding dis- 
tricts. We hereby grant an extra gift of 
400 shih of rice to the 1,500 shih given 
since the beginning of the winter which we 
trust will be sufficient to feed our poor 
subjects until warmer weather comes. 


19th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Chin Shéng is appointed Customs 
Taotai of the Huaian Intendancy of 
Kiangsu. 

(2) Tséng Kuang-han (Earl of Weiyi) is 
appointed Director of the Court of Sacrificial 
Worship. 

(3) The other day we received the 
memorials of the Grand Secretary Jung 
Lu, Hu Yii-fén, Governor of Peking, and 
the Censor Kao Hsi-chen, all of which 
recommended the immediate reorganisation 
of the present system of military examina- 
tions which has beco re too obsolete for the 
present day. We ordered at the time the 
Grand Council and the Board of War to 
report on the above memorials and the said 
report is now before us. It contains what 
the latter think should be done with 
the military examinations of the future ; 
recommending the absolute use of small 
arms and artillery in examining future 
military candidates for degrees, and the 
doing away entirely with the practice of 
writing from memory portions of the 
ancient Military Classic. The said recom- 
mendations are good and practical and 
we hereby command that they should be 
put iuto operation beginning with the next 
great and lesser examinations commencing 
in 1909. 

20th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chung Li is appointed a Sub-Chan- 
cellor of the Grand Secretariat, with the 
brevet rank of a Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites. 

(2) Huang Sze-yung is appointed Chief, 
and Li Shih-chen, Vice-Director of the 
Supervisorate of Instruction for the Heir 


Apparent. 
21st March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) As a result of the Test examinations 
of the M.A. candidates for the Doctor 
degree from the various provinces now 
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come to compete at the capital, held yes- 
terday, we hereby grant permissiou to Lei 
Yi-cheng and the 65 men of the premier 
class ; Lu Chao-yung and the 230 men of 
the 2nd class ; and Lu Kuang-cheng and 
the 300 men of the 3rd class to enter the 
examination halls to compete for the said 
Doctor degree in the usual manner at a 
date to be hereafter announced. 

(2) We were appealed to this morning 
by Ta Ling, a member of the Imperial 
Guards, for justice. Let the ssid appel- 
lant be handed over to the Board of 
Punishments which is commanded to 
thoroughly investigate his cise and report 
to us the result. 

(3) The Grand Secretary Lin Shu presents 
us this morning with a memorial praying 
for an extra month’s leave to attend to 
his maladies. The prayer is granted and 
we hereby command Huai Ta-pu to be 
acting Cxptain-General of the Mongol 
Red Banner, during Lin Shu’s absence from 
his duties. 


22nd March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial adminis- 
trations. 

(2) Hsia Tsing-yun is appointed Bri- 
gadier-general of the Military Division of 
Chénting, Chihli province. 

(3) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan administration. 

(4) With reference to the memorial of 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship stating that 
the 3rd proximo is a day set apart for 
sacrifices to be made at the temple contain- 
ing the images of all the Emperors of 
China [from the Chou dynasty—Trans- 
lator] we hereby appoint Prince Tsai 
Haiin to go on that day in our stead, 
while Kun Haiu, Jung Hai, Chung Kuan, 
and Kuo-pu-ting-wu are commanded to 
sacrifice before the altars on each side of 
the said temple. 

(5) With referenceto another memorial of 
the said Court fixing the 6th proximoas 
the date for the annual sacrifices to be 
offered to the God of Agriculture, we 
hereby announce it to be our intention to. 
attend the ceremonies in person on that 
day. 

23rd March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
the Board of Revenue stating that Fu 
Tséng, Iuspector of Customs at Kalgan, ig 
now returned to the Capital, his term being 
expired, and asking what is to be done 
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with the Tis. 3,581 surplus which he 
managed to collect during his term of 
office of last year. We hereby order that 
the said money be handed to the Keeper 
of the Privy Purse there being no necessity 
to reward the said Inspector for his evergy 
and economy thereby displayed. 

(2) We are deeply grieved at the report 
of the death of Lung Ching, Prince of Shu, 
who was one of the old-time Ministers of 
our predecessors and especially distinguish- 
ed himself during the reign of Tung Chih. 
He filled many important offices at Court 
and received many marks of confidence 
from us also. He was a faithful and 
zealous officer during the years of his 
prime and we deeply feel the loss of this 
old servant. We hereby command that 
all the ceremonies due to one of his 
high rank be observed at his obseqaies 
and also that Tls 3,000 be granted for them. 
His faults also are to be erased from the 
records and the Board of Rites is com- 
manded to superintend the funeral cere- 
Monies of the deceased Prince. 


24th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) As Shan Chi has b-en compelled to 
go into mourning for the death of his mother 
his post of Guardian of the Imperial 
Armoury is hereby given pro tem to Sé 
Ling-ngeh. 

(2) The post of Lieutenant-General 
of the Bordered Red Manchu Banner being 
made vacant by the retirement of the 
above-named Shan Chi, we hereby appoint 
Prince Tsai Tsé to be acting Lieutenant- 
General of the said Banner. 

(3) With regard to the post of Comman- 
dant of the Bor'er-d Red Banner Corps 
of the Imperial Guards also held by the 
said Shan Chi, we hereby «appoint A- 
ké-tan to the said post during the ab- 
sence of the former officer. 

(4) Decree waming the Manchu candi- 
dates to whom p-rmission las been given 
to compete at the Doctor examinations, in 
consequence of their having passed the 
required test examinations as M. A. 
graduates, 

25th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We have received a memorial from 
Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of the Hukuang 
provinces, eulogising one Chia Hung-shao, 
a retired Governor of Yunnan, and a native 
of Hupeh, who has attained the patriarchal 
age of ninety-three years, through whose 
uniform good example and influence his 
descendants and all within his native city 


have learned to be better men. We here- 
by grant this aged servant of ours the 
premier rank with special privileges in 
accordance with the request of the above 
named memorialist. 

(2) Tséng Kuang-han (Earl of Weiyi) 
uis hereby appointed Director of the Office 
of Transmission of Imperial Decrees, etc. 


26th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Kang Yi, President of the Board of 
Punishments, recommmends that a decree 
be issued commanding that in each dis- 
trict within the whole empire there should 
be established special reserve granaries for 
times of emergency. That each district be 
ordered to put in reserve therein several 
thousand piculs of rice or other cereals, so 
that in three years’ time each district will 
have over 10,000 piculs in reserve and, in 
this way, secure the inhabitants of the 
empire from want of food. This is a guod 
and economical idea and we hereby request 
our Viceroys and Governors of provinces to 
exhort the gentry and wealthy classes of 
every district to follow the above-noted 
plan and report to us the result of the work. 

(2) The same high officer atates that he 
finds that in many provinces there are still 
a large number of officials who draw 
salaries from bureaux with which they 
have no connection, and the amount thus 
frittered away comes up to a very large 
sum each year, unless steps be taken to 
eliminate this bad custom from the pro- 
vincial governments. We hereby command 
the various Vicervys and Governors of 
provinces to instruct their Provincial Trea- 
surers an’ Judges to go c refully over their 
list of wetyuens and expectant officers and 
see that only those who work for their 
posts are paid and thereby save this money 
from being a drain on the provincial 
treasuries. 

(3) The police departments of each dis- 
trict throughout the Empire still continue 
to have ‘“‘dummy” names on their rolls, 
complains the same memorialist, which 
is also a drain on the provincial treasuries, 
and he prays that orders be sent to the 
various provincial high authorities to re- 
medy the above state of affairs. The 
request is granted and we hereby command 
the said Viceroys and Governors to report 
thereon to us at once, 


27th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


As the post of prefect of Changsha, 
Hunan, is of the greatest importance 
in that province, we hereby command tle 
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Governor of the said province to select the 
best officer amongst the substantive pre- 
fects under him for the said post and to 
appoint Yii Ching (Manchu) to the pre- 
fecture vacated by the officer of the ssid 
Governor’s choice. 


28th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Li Chan-chun is hereby appointed Pro- 
vincial Commander-in-Chief of Lower 
Kiangau vice Tan Pi-li, deceased. 


29th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We hereby appoint Sun Chia-nai to 
be Chief Examiner at the D ctor examina- 
tions, and Hsu Shu-min, Hsii Hui-féug and 
Wén Chih to. be Vice-Examiners. 

(2) Appointing sixteen Hanlins to act as 
assistant examiners on the same occasion. 

(3) Yung Shéng and Chiang Shih-fén 
are appointed Proctors of the Inner Divi- 
sion of the said examination halls. 

(4) Shu Tsai, Commandant of the Right 
Battalion, a d En Pu, Commandant of 
the Left Battalion, are hereby appointed 
to police the precincts of the examination 
halls during the above-named competitions 
for the Doctor degree. 

(5) Appointing some fifty Metropolitan 
officers to minor duties In the said exam- 
ination halls. 

30th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Huang Pén-fu is appointed Brigadier 
General of the South Anhui Military Divi- 
sion vice Li Chan-chun promoted Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Lower Kiangsu. 

(2) As Sun Chia-nai is now engaged as 
Chief Examiner at the Doctor exa: ina- 
tions, his post of President. of the Board of 
Civil Appointments is temporarily handed 
over to Wéng Tung-ho. 

(3) As Haiti Hui-féng is now engaged in 
the examination halls as Vice-Examiner, 
we hereby command Chang Yin-huan to 
act as Vice-President of the Board of Civil 
Appointments pro. tem. 

(4) As Haiti Shu-min is also engaged in 
the above-named duties we hereby com- 
mand Tang Ching-chung to act as 
President of the Court of Censors pro tem. 


31st March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The acting post of Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Rites vacated by 
Chang Yin-huan is hereby given to Chao 
Shu-chiao pro tem. , 


(2) As Wén Chih is now engaged in the 
examination halls, we hereby appoint A- 
ké-tan Junior Vice-President of the 
Board of War pro tem. 

(3) Pu Ku is hereby commanded to act 
as Vice-President «f the Board of Revenue 
during the absence of Pu Liang at the 
above-named examina ions. 

(4) Wang Yung-shang is appointed 
Reader of the Hanlin Academy and Wéng 
Ping-sun is appointed Recorder of the 
same institution. 

Ist April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

After the expiration of the examinations 
for the Doctor’s degree held these few 
days, and after the announcement «f the 
successful candidates, we hereby appoint 
the 9th of June (21st day 4th moon) as the 
date for the Palace Examinations for the 
Hanlin degree, and the 13th idem as the 
date for selecting the Chuang Yuan (Opti- 
mus), etc, of the said Hanlin class of 
1898. 

Note.—The 2lst and 22nd day of the 
4th moon have been the usual dates since 
the Ming dynasty for the examination of 
new-fledged Doctors for the Haulin degrees. 
—Translator. 


2nd April. 
Ne papers of interest, 


3rd April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Chén Chin-ao, Brigadier-General of the 
Military Division of Weining, Kueichou 
province, is hereby commanded to resign 
his post and come up to Peking for an 
Imperial audience. 


4th April. 

Hsiung Shih-min is hereby appointed 
Brigadier General of the Military Division 
of Weining, Kueichou province, vice Chén 
Chin-ao called up to Peking. 


5th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial adminis- 
trations. 

(2) Ying Pih is appointed 2nd-class 
Secretary of the Board of Works at the 
Eastern Mausolea. 

(3) Wén Chii_ is appointed 2ud-class Se- 
cretary of the Board of Rites at the Chin- 
ling Mausolea. 


6th April. 
No papers of interest. 
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7th April. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


At the audience given this morning by 
us to the first-class secretaries of the first 
grade belonging to the Imperial Household 
Department, we hereby command that one 
of their number named Shu Chéng shall be 
noted in the Grand Council’s records for 
immediate substantive promotion. 


8th April. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Rewards granted 10 a large body of 
assistant compilers of the Collected Institutes 
of the Dynasty, in answer to a joint memorial 
by the Grand Secretary and President Lin 
Shu and his colleagues, the Vice-Presideuts 
of the Board of Compilers. 

Note.—The immense work of compiling 
and revising the political records of the 
present dynasty, beginning from the 13th 
year of Chia Ching, or over seventy years 
ago, was commenced two years ago (1896). 
—Translator. 

(2) We have received a memorial from 
Kuo Hsiu, Censor of the Middle City, 
complaining of the rowdy conduct of one 
Sung Hsiu, a member of the Imperial 
Clan, who, after having created a fight with 
a rowdy of the common people brought 
the latter, assisted by a number of others 
not in custody, to the police magistrate’s 
yamén belonging to the memorialist’s juris- 
diction, for trialand pynishment. Because 
the said magistrate refused to be dictated to 
by the said Sung Hsiu, the latter began to 
make a disturbance in Court, ending in 
smashing some of the windows of the said 
yamén, 
delinquent be handed to the Imperial Clan 
Court which is to try the case in conjunc- 
tion with the Board of Punishments and 
punish him according to law. 


9th April. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) ‘The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie reports the capture by his 
men of three members of a gang of robbers 
who had been guilty of pillaging a farm 
house, belonging to an adjoining district, 
and also of cutting and wounding some of 
the inmates thereof. Let the said culprits 
be handed to the Board of Punishments for 
“trial and punishment according to law and 
ee Strict search be made for those atill at 

-Tge, 

(2) Decree giving by extra Imperial 
grace permission to a number of M.A. 
candidates for the Doctor degree to com- 
pete at the said Ductor examinations, 


We hereby command that the - 


said candidates having arrived too late at 
Peking for the regular M.A. test examina- 
tions, after which they will be required 
to attend a special M.A. test examination 
as required by precedent. 


10th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREB, 

Li An-tang is hereby appointed Briga- 
dier-General of the Chéugting Division of 
Chihli province. 

llth April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

K6 Pao-hua is hereby appointed Director 
of the Court of Banquets. 

12th April. 

No papers of importance. 


13th April, 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Tséng Chung is by special grace given 
another year’s enjoyment of the post of 
Imperial Commissioner of the Silk looms 
of Kiangnan (Nanking). 


14th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Her Imperial Majesty the Empress 
Dowager has asked us to appoint the 6th 
of May next as the first day for the grand 
Review before Her Imperial Majesty and 
ourselves of the following regiments of the 
Imperial Guards and the Peking Field 
Force, namely, the Rifle Brigade, the 
Chienjui Regiment, the Peking Field Force, 
and the new corps called the Wushéng 
Regiment. The suid review to take place 
in the parade grounds of the Rifle Brigade, 
and to last three days (6th to 8th May, 
inclusive). 

(2) We have determined to reverently 
obey the instructions of H.I.M. the 
Empress Dowager in respect to the pro- 
gramme of reforming the military forces 
of the Empire and to renew the enthu- 
siasm of our subjects in that respect, and 
we now command Prince Ching to go 
through the old records and see what our 
Imperial] ancestors did in this respect and 
transcribe their actions for our perusal. 

(3) We have received a memorial from 
Wu Ting-fang (Ng Choy) our Minister to 
the United States, Spain, and Peru, urging 
speedy reformation of the Manchu and 
Chinese regiments in Peking and in the 
provinces, and that they should be armed 
and drilled with modern arms of the 
newest and beast description, without ex- 
ception, etc. We hereby command the 
Ministers of the Grand Council to join 
with the Princes and Officers of the Peking 
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Field Force as well as with the Captains- 
‘General, etce., of the Eight Banner Corps 
to deliberate over the said memorial aud 
report thereon to us. 


15th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Lu Chi-hsiin is appointed prefect of 
Juningfu, Honan province. 

(2) We hereby sanction the following 
report on, and list of, successful candi- 
dates in the recent Doctor (Chinshih) 
examinations :—9 Manchus ; 4 Mongols ; 
7 Hanchiins (Chinese Bannermen ;) 25 
from Chihli;3 from Féngtien (Manchuri-); 
23 from Shantung; 11 from Shansi ; 
9 from Kansu; 26 from Kiangsu ; 17 
from Anhui; 26 from Chékiang ; 23 from 
Kiangsi ; 15 from Hupeh ; 15 from Hunan ; 
15 from Szechuan; 21 from. Fukien: 17 
from Kuangtung; 13 from Kuangei; 13 
from Yunnan; 12 from Kueichou, and 2 
from the ‘‘end stall of the examination 
Hall.” 

16th April. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received a memorial from the 
Censor Kuo Hsiu stating that he has tried 
his best to investigate the case, in which the 
Censor Ching MUsiang recently charged 
certain traders with being connected with 
a gang of robbers, without any real evidence 
having been obtained from the accused. 
The memorialist therefore prays that the 
said case may be sent to the Board of 
Punishments for trial, etc. We grant 
this prayer and further command that 
Ching Heiang the Censor concerned in 
the said charge, be hereby temporarily 
relieved of his post in order to be ready to 
give his evidence as accuser according to 
law. 

17th April. 


No papers of interest. 


18th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Lu Yiin-hsiang, Libationer of the 
Imperial Academy, having now returned 
to Peking from leave of absence, is ordered 
to resume duty also in the Imperial College 
of Inscriptions. 

(2) Ting Chéng is appointed prefect of 
Ichoufu, Shantung. ; 

(3) We have received the report of Jung 
Luand Kang Yi with reference toa number 
of charges made by some censors against 
Prince Ta Mu-lin, Prince of the Aohan 
Mongols, mostof which memorialists declare 
are without foundation and therefore need 
not be gone further into, but with regard to 
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the charge that the accused Prince en- 
courged his Mongol officers to murder 
several Chinese agriculturists, it is necessary 
that a tribunal be formed on the scene of 
the murders, in order to get at the truth 
of the matter. We hereby command Shou 
Yin, Imperial Resident there, to arrest the 
accused Mongol officers and try them on 
the spot and report the result to us. The 
accused Prince is also commanded to leave 
Peking at once for his territory in order 
to be present when wanted as a witness. 
19th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

The Court of Censors reports that the 
already cashiered ex-Taotai of the Tai-Ping- 
Sze-Shun Intendancy of Kuangsi, named 
Ho Chao-jan, had the audacity recently to 
borrow aud use the official seal of the 
Imperial Courier Office to cover his petition 
of appeal, using also the said courier ser- 
vicetotransmit his petitiontothesaid Court 
at Peking. As the man is cashiered he had 
no right to borrow or use any official seals, 
while his duty was to come in person to 
Peking to present his appeal, we will, 
however, overlook his fault in this instance, 
but if in the future there happen any other 
instances of a similar character, we shall 
assuredly severely punish all the delin- 
quents concerned in the matter. 

20th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) As Cha-la-féng-4 and Kuei Hsiang 
are now engaged in the Southern Parks 
drilling their respective brigades, we 
hereby command Chi Usiu to act as 
Captain-General of the Blue Mongol Banner 
pro tem., and Yii Té, acting Captain-General 
of the Bordered White Hanchiin Banner. 

(2) Fén Ché, Ming Hui, and Kuang 
Chung being occupied at present in the same 
duties in the Southern Parks, their respec- 
tive posts of Lieutenant-Generals of the 
Bordered White Mongol Banner, Bordered 
Red Mongol Banner, and Bordered Yellow 
Manchu Banner, are hereby to be held 
temporarily by Kuan Hsiang, Sé Ling-a, 
and Jung Lung. 

21st April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) As Fén Ché is engaged in the said 
Southern Parks his post of Commandant of 
the Imperial Cortége Guards is hereby 
temporarily given to Prince Ching. 

(2) The said Fén Ch’'é’s post of Wing Com- 
mander of the Left Corps of the Imperial 
Vanguard Division is hereby given to Jung 
Lung to act pro tem. during Fén Ché’s 
absence. 


22nd April. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Té Fan is appointed to go as In- 
apector-General of the affairs of the White 
Mongol Banner Corps. 

(2) With reference to the memorial of 
the Board of Rites asking who is to be ap- 
pointed to perform the office of Guardian 
of the official list of new Hanlins at the 
Palace Examinations, we hereby appoint 
Kun Hsiu, Senior Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites, to the said duties. 


23rd April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Kuo Hsiu is appointed Inspector- 
General of the affairs of the Bordered 
Yellow Manchu Banner Corps. 

(2) We hereby appoint this day as the 
time to wear the summer official hats. 

(3) We are grieved to learn of the death 
of the Grand Secretary Lin Shu, member 
of the Imperial Clan, etc. We hereby com- 
mand that the usual rewards and posthum- 
ous honours be granted to the deceased and 
that all official faults of his be erased from 
the records. His son Ying Mien, 2nd-class 
Secretary of the Board of Works, is hereby 
promoted to the dignity of a Metropolitan 
officer of the 5th grade, while his grandson 
Ting Héng is presented with the grade of 
M.A. with privilege to compete at the next 
Doctor examinations. 


24th April. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Li Lien-fang is hereby appointed 
Assistant Director of the Supervisorate of 
Instruction of the Heir Apparent. 

(2) With reference to the memorial of 
the Board of Revenue asking that rewards 
and promotions be granted to those engaged 
in collecting and convoying the contribu- 
tions from the various provinces to the 
military exchequer of Kansu province, we 
hereby command that the list of names 
presented with said memorial be sent to 
the Board of Civil Appointments to be 
reported upon to us. 

(3) We have received the memorial of 
Hsiieh Yiin-shéng, Vice-President of the 
Imperial Clan Court (degraded from the 
Presidency of the Board of Punishments for 
the misconduct of his nephews.—Trans- 
lator), praying that he be allowed to resign 
his post owing to his sickness being still 
uncured in spite of the four montha’ leave 
graciously granted him. The prayer is 
granted and Msiieh Yiin-shéng is permitted 
to retire at once into private life. 
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(4) The Grand Secretary Kun Kang is. 
hereby appointed President of the Hanlin 
Academy. 

25th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Grand Secretary Kun Kang 
is appointed Chief Historiographer, and 
Chi Hsi, President of the Mongolian 
Superintendency, is appointed to the Vice- 
chair of the same Office. 

(2) Kun Kang is appointed President 
of the Board of Compilers of the Collecte.t 
Institutes of the Dynasty, and Liao Shou- 
héng, President of the Board of Punish-. 
ments, is appointed Vice-President. 


26th April. 
No papers of interest. 
27th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a large number of ofti- 
cials to the Metropolitan and Provincial 
Administrations. 

(2) Hu Fu-cheng is appointed Inspecting 
Censor of the Southern City of Peking. 

(3) Kao Hsi-chen is appointed toa similar 
post in the Western city. 

(4) Chén Ming is appointed gaol-warden 
(Chinese) of the Court of Censors. 


28th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Sung Ling is appointed Manchu Scribe 
of the Court of Censors, 

(2) Hsiang Ch‘i ia appointed tu the same 
Court in a similar capacity. 

(3) Cho Fang is appointed Tuotai of the 
Chi-Chang Intendancy of Chihli province. 


29th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We have received a memorial from 
E-k6-tang-4. Tartar-General of Féngtien, 
(Southern Manchuria) reporting the insub- 
ordination of Pu Wei, Deputy Assistant 
Military Governor of Moukden (an Imperial 
Clansman). It appears that upon a vacancy 
occurring in the Military Commandant’s 
post in the city of Liaoyang, Féngtien 
province, the said Deputy Governor in- 
sisted upon urging upon E-ké-tang-& the 
appointment of the Manchu Lieutenant 
Jung Lung to the said vacancy, which 
owing to the said Jung Lung’s great in- 
feriority of rank the said memorialist could 
not consent to, on account of the injustice 
to those whose rank was more suitable for 
the said post. This coercion on the part 
of the accused officer must not be passed 
over lightly, and we therefore command 
that the said Pu Wei be handed over to the 
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Board of War for the determination of an 
adequate penalty; and that E-ké-tang-4 
shall impartially and carefully select the 
officer most fitted for the vacant post and 
appoint him to fill it in the usual way. 
30th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

The Mongolian Superintendency reports 
that a petition has been received from 
Ta-mu-lin-ta-erh-ta-ké, Prince of the Ao- 
han league of Mongol tribes, announcing 
the latter’s arrival at Jehé, to await trial 
On certain charges of misgovernment and 
peculation made some time ago against him 
by a certain Mong»] Censor. But owing to 
an apprehension on the part of the accused 
Prince that his accusers may be too power- 
ful in influence for him to withstand them 
the said Prince hereby prays that a special 
commission of high officers be appointed 
by the Throne to investigate the charges 
and exaniine the witnesses on either side, 
instead of the usual tribunal from the 
Board of Punishments ordered to try the 
case at Jehd. We hereby appoint Jung 
Lu and Kang Yi to investigate the said 
charges, and the two officers are further 
commanded to gather before them all 
papers, documents, and witnesses con- 
nected therein so as to finish, once for all, 
the said matter. 

1st May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Court of Sacrificial Worship 
reports that the 22nd instant will be the 
usual date for the annual sacrifices and 
ceremonies before the temples of Heaven 
and Earth and asks for instructions thereon. 
We hereby appoint the Prince of Chéng 
to examine the sacrificial animals on that 
day and Kun Hsiu, Vice-President of the 
Board of Kites, is appointed to superintend 
the said sacrifices. - 

(2) As Fu Séng-pu is vow in mourning 
his post of Lieutenant-goneral of the Blue 
Hanchun Banner corps is hereby given to 
Séh Ling-d, ad interim. 

Note: The Manchu term of mourning, 
for deceased parents is only 100 days ; that 
forChinese, asis well-known, is three years. 
No one is allowed to hold office during the 
above terms of mourning.—Translator. 

(3) Pag we of Superintendent of the 
Imperial Mews held by the said Fu Séng- 
pu is hereby given to Ming An during the 
former officer's retirement into mourning. 

. 2nd May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) The other day the Censor Yiin Yii- 
ting accused Sieh Yii-kai, sub-prefect 


of the Western Marches of Peking, of a 
number of irregularities and we therefore 
commanded Hu Yii-fén, Governor of Pe- 
king, to investigate the matter. We have 
now received the said Governor’s report in 
which he states that the accused official 
has been accused rightly in certain matters 
and again in others there has been no 
foundation for such accusations; but the 
accused officer whon magistrate of the 
Metropolitan district of Tahsinghsien some 
time ago had really to vacate his post 
owing to the .number of charges made 
against him, which plainly shows that he is 
unqualified for any post of importance. 
We hereby command that the accused 
officer be ordered to resign his sub- 
prefectship and await some other em- 
ployment. As for the charges made by 
the same Censor against one Chu Féng- 
tsao alias Chu Tso-chuan, «4 secretary 
of Liu Shéng-kan, sub-prefect of the 
Eastern Marches of Peking, of a number 
of irregularities and misconduct, the said 
Governor now also says that the accused 
secretary was formerly a secretary of the 
magistrate of Sauhéhsien, which place 
he had to leave also for gross misc n- 
duct. The accused secretary is plainly a 
nuisance and he is hereby ordered to be 
deported back to his native province, while 
the sub-prefect who employs the man, after 
the character he bore, is also guilty of a 
misdemeanour and he is therefore handed 
to the Board of Civil Appointments for the 
determination of an adequate penalty. 


3rd May. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The period for the translation 
examinations of Manchu licentiates for the 
M.A. (Chujén) degree having arrived we 
hereby appoint Shu Chun, Lieutenant- 
General of the Left Wing of the Imperial 
Guards, to guard the left precincts of the 
examination grounds, and Sé Pu-chen 
Lieutonant-General of the Right Wing, to 
guard the right precincts. 

Note. —Manchu candidates have the pri- 
vilege of gaining their various literary de- 
grees by simply being able to translate 
ordinary Chinese essays into Manchu and 
wice versa, while these who prefer to join 
the Chinese candidates in their more rigid 
aud harder examinations are also granted 
the privilege to do so. Hence Chinese 
scholars always profess contempt for Man- 
chu literary graduates unless these have 
gone through the eame mill as themselves. 
—Translator. 

(2) Tsing Jui is hereby appointed to: 
examine the translations of the said 
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Manchu candidates and Chung Hsiin is 
appointed Vice-Examiner. 

(3) Chang Ming, Chang Chun, Ta Sze- 
ha, Chung Lu, Ping An, and Wén Gsiin are 
hereby appointed Collectors of translated 
essays in the said examinations. 

(4) Ying Shou and Péng Shé are ap- 
pointed Proctors of the Inner Precincts ; 
Ju Ké and Liu Hsio-chien are appointed 
Outer Proctors and Jung Shou, Mu Téng- 
ngéh, Ho Nai-jung, and Han Pei-shéng are 
appointed inspectors of the students’ cells 
in the said examiaation halls, 


4th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) This morning, during our progress to 
Eho Park, we were appealed to for justice 
by a certain woman of the people belong- 
ing to Shantung province, who called her- 
self Chéng Chin-shih. Let the Board of 
Punishments investigate her case carefully 
and impartinlly, and report the result to 


us. 

(2) With reference to the special exami- 
nations granted to graduates of the M.A. 
degree for selection for official life, the 
Board of Civil Appointments is hereby 
commanded to record their names, accord- 
ing to precedent, namely Ho Ling and 
his 449 companions of the Ist class 
to be Ist class expectant district ma- 
gistrates in the provinces. With re- 
ference to Chuan Lu and the 27 other 
successful candidates of the 2nd _ class, 
the snid Board is commanded to record 
their names as ordinary expectant district 
magistrates to do duty at the Yellow River 
works. As for Li Wei-héng and the eight 
successful candidates of his class who have 
not been presented to us in audience, we 
shall do nothing in their case until a satis- 
factory explanation is given of their 
absence from audience. 


5th May. 
No papers of importance. 


6th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

We hereby appoint the Grand Secretaries 
Kun Kang and Wéng_ Tung-ho, the 
Presidents of Buards Hsii Ying-kuei, Hsii 
Fu, Chi Hsiu, and Yi Té, aud the Vice- 
Presidents of Boards, Tang Chin-chung, 
Liang Chung-héng, Shou Chi, Mien Wén, 
A-ké-tan and Yang Yi to act as Special 
Reviewers of the essays of the successful 
candidates for the Doctor (Chinshih) degree 
in the approaching examinations for the 
Hanlin degree in the Palace. 


7th May. 
IMPERIAL DEGREE. — 

Chien Shao-chén, expectant Taotai of 
Hupeh, Chien Hsi-ping, expectant Taotai 
of Anhui, Chen Chih-kav, expectant Taotai 
of Hupeh,and Chao Chung-pin, expectant 
Taotai of Hunan, are hereby granted per- 
mission to go to their respective provinces 
to await official preference as substantive 
Tntendants. 

8th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a number of expectant 
prefects, sub-prefects, and district magis- 
trates to the Provincial administrations. 

(2) Appointing a number of expectant 
officials of the 6th, 7th, and 8th ranks to 
the Metropolitan administration. 


9th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Last year the Viceroy Tan Chung- 
lin of the two Kuang provinces, having 
sent in to us a special recommendation on 
behalf of Chou Tien-lin, prefect of Szénfu, 
Kuangsi, extolling the said prefect's ability 
and clean-handedness while in oftice, which 
was entirely contrary to what was stated 
to us of the same official by the late 
cashiered Shih Nien-tsu, Governor of 
Kuangsi, it caused much doubt in our 
breast and so we commanded the pre- 
sent Governor of Kuangsi, Huang Huai- 
sén, and Hsu Chéng-yi, Governor of 
Kuangtung, to undertake secret and in- 
dependent investigations into the real 
character of the said prefect. We are now 
in receipt of the reports of the said two 
Governors in which both of them also 
greatly extol the ability and honesty of the 
said Chou Tien-lin, which eulogy, therefore, 
aleo agrees with that given by the said 
Viceroy Tan Chung-lin. We therefore 
hereby command that the said prefect be 
restored to his former rank and post and 
remain as befure in Kuangsi province. 

(2) Li Pei-yuan is hereby appointed Vice- 
Director of the Office of Transmission of 
Imperial decrees, etc. 


10th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Appointing a number of expectant offi- 
cials to the Metropolitan and Provincial 
Administrations. 
llth May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received the memorial of Wén 
Pei, Superintendent of Customs, Canton 
(Hoppo), stating that he has been seized 
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with a malady which is impossible to heal 
at once and praying that he may be per- 
mitted to resign his post, etc. We hereby 
grant the said Wén Pei’s prayer and per- 
mit him to return to Peking to convalesce 
in hie Banner Reservation. 


12th May. 
No papers of importance. 


13th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Chuang Shan is hereby appointed Super- 
intendent of Customs, Canton, vice Wén 
Pei, resigned. 

14th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

We have received the memorial of Kuei 
Chun, Governor of Kiangsu, reporting that 
Yiin Yen-pin, Junior Vice-President of 
the Board of Works, who is now on leave 
of absence in his home near Soochow, has 
been taken with serious illness, and earnest- 
ly praying that the said official be allowed 
to resign his post, promising, however, on 
his behalf that when convalescent the said 
Yiin Yen-pin shall return to Peking for 
official preferment, etc. We hereby grant 
the prayer and will appoint some other 
officer to the said vacancy now made. 


15th May, 

Jung Ching is hereby appointed Direc- 
tor (Manchu) of the Court of State 
Ceremonials. 

16th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

At the special extra examinations ordered 
for the new Doctor graduates yeaterday, 
Heia Tung-ho and eighty-three others 
were placed in the Ist class, Hsiao Kai- 
chia and 119 others in the 2nd class, and 
Sun Kuang-tsu and 143 others in the 3rd 
class. The said successful Doctors are now 
granted permission to compete at the 
Palace examinations for the Hanlin degree. 


17th May. 
No papers of importance, 


18th May 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Yang-Yi is appointed acting Senior 
Vice-President of the Board of Works, 
ad interim. 

(2) The Censor Kao Hsi-chén reports 
that the practice of some of the officials in 
the provinces in getting persons to sub- 
scribe for the Chao-hsin Bonds or national 
Loan is getting unpleasant to the people 
at large and suggests that strict orders be 
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again promulgated on the subject, ete. 
Our intention in issuing the Chao-hsin 
Bonds was to make the Loan a permanent 
one, after the manner of other countries, 
and not merely as a temporary measure to 
fill up the void in the Imperial Exchequer 
made on the spur of the moment, which 
has heretofore been the practice. We 
have already strongly urged upon all 
our high provincial authorities to obey 
our orders to the letter, and set their 
faces sternly against any attempts at 
forcing our subjects to buy the said Bonds, 
but that every one should be given perfect 
liberty to subscribe or not as he chose. 
Indeed, instead of being a voluntary act 
on the part of our people such pro- 
cedure by disobedient officials would make 
it only a means of extortion and the causing 
of great sufferings among them. This is 
just what we earnestly wished to avoid, and 
hence we now again call upon our high 
provincial officials to give at once the 
strictest orders to their subordinates to ab- 
stain inevery way from anysemblance, even, 
of extortion on our merchants and people 
at large ; and that each one should have 
perfect liberty of choice whether to sub- 
scribe to the Bonds or not. And in case 
avaricious officials and their subordinates 
venture to disobey us we look to the high 
authorities to denounce the culprits in the 
strongest terms in order that we may 
make severe examples of such. The 
Boards concerned are also commanded to 
take special note of this edict. 

(3) Yang Ju (at present Minister to 
Russia—Translator) is hereby appointed 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of . 
Works, with control over the mints, 
During Yang Ju’s absence in Europe Liang 
Chung-héng is appointed acting Vice- 
President ad interim. 


19th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chang Jui-pén is appointed Taotai 
of the Nan-Shao-Lien Intendancy of 
Kuangtung province. 

(2) The date set for the dispersal of the 
Hanlin Bachelors of the former triennial 
examinations ia fixed for the 6th of June 
next, and all such as desire official pro- 
ferment are to assemble at the Palace to be 
examined before us on that day. 


20th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received H.I.M. the 
Empress Dowager’s decree announcing her 
Majesty’s pleasure in reviewing the other 
day the Imperial Guards and the 
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Peking Field Force and in finding them 
in such fine discipline and good condi- 
tion. Great credit is reflected, therefore, 
on the efforts of the Imperial High Com- 
missioners of the said forces, the officers 
of the various regiments of troops, and 
upon the individual so'diers themselves. 
Her Imperial Majesty has now signified 
it to be her gracious pleasure to reward all 
concerned in order to stimulate all to 
renewed efforts at perfection in their 
honourable profession, and commands as 
follows :—(1) that the Commander-in- 
Chief, Vice Commander-in-Chief, Princes 
Ch‘ing and Tuan, be rewarded with two 
steps in commutative rank ; and the other 
Imperial High Commissioners, viz: Hsi 
Chin, Kuei Hsiang, Eu Yu, Fén Ché, 
Chin Hsin and Kang Yi, be rewarded with 
one step in rank. The Wing Commanders 
of the Peking Field Force and the new 
Wushéng Brigade are to be rewarded with 
two steps in rank and each is also to be 
given a piece of gold embroidered silk for 
a court robe, The Colonels and subordin- 
ate officers are also to be rewarded with 
one step in rank and to each of the Guards- 
men and soldiers who took part in the 
said review is to be given a reward of two 
taels. As for the soldiers belonging to the 
various brigades who did not drill but 
were occupied in duties round about the 
Imperial Cortége on that occasion, the sum 
of one tael is to be given to each man as a 
reward for their watchfulness and activity. 

(2) Now_we accompanied H.I.M. the 
Empress Dowager in her tour of in- 
spection of the troops on that day and 
we have now to add our words of ex- 
hortation to one and all concerned, both 
high and low, to continue earnestly in 
improving themselves in the several duties 
before them so that it-may not be said 
that they lacked perseverance and there- 
by failed in the confidence and trust 
reposed upon them by us. 

21st May. 

No papers of importance. 

22nd May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Wén Li is appinted Inspector of the 
affairs of the Bordered Red Manchu 
Banner Corps. * 

23rd May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The 21st of June next (3rd day of 5th 
moon) being the time set for the Summer 
Solstice, we intend on that day to proceed 
in person to the temples of Harth and 
the Four Seasons to make sacrifice there, 


and we hereby appoint Chung Hsiu, Te 
Shou, Huang Jung-an, and Wén Usi to 
sacrifice at the minor altars on the said 
occasion. 
24th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With the advent of summer. although 
we have had several minor showers of rain 
they have been insufficient to cause any 
appreciable assistance to agriculture in 
the Imperial Prefecture of Shuntienfu ; and 
now although the season when rains are 
most needed has approached we are siill 
without the precious showers, which makes 
us sad at heart and sympathise with the 
difficulties our farmers have to contend 
with in the present juncture. It is our 
purpose therefore to proceed personally 
the next day to pray at the temple 
of the Most High for rain. We also 
hereby appoint Prince (Beiléh) Tsai Lien 
to sacrifice on our behalf at the temple of 
Appropriate Seasons ; Prince (Beitze) I 
Mu to sacrifice at the Chaohsien temple ; 
Prince (Beitze) P'u Lun to sacrifice at the 
Msiienjén temple, and Duke Tsai Lan to 
sacrifice at the Ningho temple on the said 
occasion. 

25th May. — 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Some time ago we issued a decree de- 
precating the frequency with which officers 
of our Court have been applying for leave 
of absence, thereby neglecting their several 
duties. We earnestly exhorted all such 
to refrain from such conduct in. the 
future, but to exert their best energies 
and abilities to show that the con- 
fidence we have placed in them has 
not been misplaced. As days pass we how- 
ever notice a recurrence of this habit and 
that applications for leaves of absence 
are getting more frequent every day, 
lately. This must be stopped once for all 
and we give warning once more that un- 
less bond fide illness overtake such ap- 
plicants no leave shall be granted. -hould 
it be afterwards discovered that leave 
has been granted to men who are in perfect 
health we shall not fail to punish severely 
all such culprits. 

26th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

With reference to the appeal for justice 
made recently to us while on our way to 
Eho Park, we hereby command the Board 
of Punishments to send the appellant, 
Tan San, a commoner of Kuangsi pro- 
vince, back to his native province, where 
the Governor himself, Huang Huai-sen, in. 
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conjunction with the Provincial Judge, 
shall go carefully over the whole of the 
evidence relating to the case and then 
report specially upon the matter to us in 
order that full justice may be administer- 
ed in our dominions. 


27th May. 
No papers of importance. 


28th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received the report of the 
Commandant of the Peking Gendarmerie 
stating that his men have succeeded in 
discovering the thieves who had been 
stealing costly ornaments and furniture 
from the Imperial Lodge at the Southern 
Hunting Park. The following thieves, 
bearing various sobriquets, were arrested, 
viz: Liu Usiao-kuei, alias ‘Liu, the 
Black-flag Chief” (head of the band); Li 
Ta-chu, alias ‘‘Li, the Great Hog;” Li 
Kou-’rh alias ‘Li, the Dog,” and three 
minor members of the band. We hereby 
command that the above be sent to the 
Board of Punishments for trial and 
sentence according to the laws, and that 
those who are still at large be searched 
for rigorously in order that due punish- 
ment may be meted to all the guilty 
ones. 

29th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Pei Yii-tao is hereby appointed Taotai 
of the Kan-Liang Intendancy of Kansu 
prevince. 

No other papers of importance. | 

30th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We deeply regret to have received 
the sad news of the death of I Su, Prince 
of Kung, last night und in connection 
therewith we publish the following edict 
of H.LM. the Empress Dowager :-~I Su, 
Prince of Kung, was a senior momber of 
the Imperial House and closely related 
with us in the government of the empire. 
During the minority of the late Emperor 
Tung Chih, while we and the Eastern 
Empress Dowager were Regents, the south- 
eastern portions of the empire were ina 
state of disturbance and the State encount- 
ered great difficulties. To the late Prince 
do we owe the suppression of the disordera, 
his advice having borne the best results. 
In apportioning the rewards for the above 
results I Su was created a Prince of the 
First Order in heredity under the title of 
Prince of Kung, a title he has borne for 
over thirty years, during which he always 


showed perfect devotion to the Throne and 
loyalty in dealing with State affairs. Late- 
ly he had been overwhelmed with heavy 
responsibilities of government demanded 
by the crisis the empire is passing through, 
and his body had to succumb to thein. 
He fell seriously ill towards the end 
of the 2nd month (middle of March) during 
which we, accompanied by H.I.M. the 
Emperor, personally visited the Prince. 
We then thought that with perfect rest 
and quiet the late Prince would manage to 
triumph over his malady and so become 
once more a staunch pillar of the State. 
What was our grief then to learn that on 
the day before (29th) his highness had 
passed peaceably away and started on his 
elernal journey, leaving us desolate in the 
midst of the severe trials that surround 
the Throne. Words cannot express our 
grief at this national catastrophe. We 
will personally proceed to the palace of 
the late Prince to pay our last sacrifice to 
his mimes and further command that the 
epithet of ‘‘Prince Kung the Faithful” 
he bestowed upon him and that his tablet 
be placed in the temple of Distinguished 
Worthies as a mark of onr high esteem of 
his memory. He is also: to have a resting 
place for his remains in the Imperial 
mausolea and sacrifices shall in future be 
made at his shrine during the four seasons 
of the year. The late Priuce’s grandson, 
Prince P‘u Wei, is further granted the 
privilege of assuming his late grand-pa- 
rent’s title. 

(2) Our late Imperial Uncle Prince 
Kung was when quite young a great 
favourite of our grandsire, the late Em- 
peror Tao Kuang, owing to his great 
cleverness and sharp wits. When his late 
Majesty died he left his wish that his son 
I Su should be created a Prince of the 
1st Order, but it was not until the late 
Emperor Tung Chih ascended the Throne 
and the empire was under the Regency of 
their Majesties the Eastern and Western 
Empress Dowagers that our late uncle 
wns actually crested a Prince of the 1st 
Orler with the added title of Prince Ad- 
viser to the Regency, although during the 
reign of the late Emperor Usien Féng, 
the late Prince’s eldest brother, I Su did 
duty in the Grand Council as a member 
thereof. The burdens of the State of 
recent days have apparently been too 
heavy for the late Prince to bear and his 
bodily health gave way to the great strain 
they put on him. We at first thought 
that he wonld recover and yet assist us by 
his wise aud loyal counsels, but, alas! it 
was nut to beand he died yesterday (29th) 


to our extreme grief. We hereby command 
that a To-lo prayer coverlet be granted the 
late Prince as a shroud and we intend to 
go to-day in person to pay out last fare- 
well to our late Imperial uncle. We 
shall wear mourning fifteen days and com- 
mand Ch‘i Hsin, President of the Mongo- 
lian Superintendency, to attend to all 
matters relating to the obsequies of the 
late Prince. 
31st May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We have received the memorial of 
the Imperial Clan Court asking that Prince 
Tsai Ying, 3rd order, be allowed to wear 
100 days’ mourning for his late parent. 
The request is granted. 

(2) We have received her Majesty the 
Empress Dowager’s instructions that, ac- 
cording to the family law of our Imperial 
House, all Princes of the 1st and 2nd 
orders who have shown devotion, loyalty 
and ability 1 bearing the burdens of 
State are to have a place in the Imperial 
Ancestral Temple. ‘his privilege is there- 
fore due to the late Prince Kung and we 
hereby command the Grand Secretariat 
aud the Six Bo:-rds to consult upon the 
ceremonials to be granted to the late 
Prince's name and report upon the same 
to us. 


1st June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We went ourselves yesterday to pay 
our last respects before our late Imperial 
Unele, Prince Kung’s, remains and our 
sorrow was great at the sight thereof. 
We have already received H.I.M. the 
Empress Dowager’s command to add the 
epithet of Faithful to the late Prince’s 
titles and to order that his txblet be 
placed in the Imperial Ancestral Temple 
in recognition of his eminent services to 
the State. We now comtnand the Board 
of Rites to consult over the ceremonies 
to be used attending this solemn function 
and report upon the same to us. We 
wish now to acknowledge the receipt 
of the late Prince’s last memorial to 
us, written (dictated) on his deathbed 
in which he clearly proved, if proof were 
required, first his deep reverence for High 
Heaven and our Imperial ancestors, who 
are also his, and his praiseworthy an- 
xiety for the health and welfare of our 
Imperial Aunt, the Empress Dowager, 
and secondly, his earnest wishes for our 
Empire's future progress and safety ; 
giving valuable advice as to the reforma- 
tion of our armies and recommending the 
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high officials upon whom our future im- 
plicit trust should be placed. There is no 
mistaking the deep earnestness of the 
memorialist’s last words nor his sincere 
devotion and loyalty to the Throne ; and 
when we recall to our minds all that pass- 
cd before, our grief is redoubled at the 
great loss we have here sustained in our 
late Imperial Uncle’s death. It was he upon 
whom we used in our youth always to rely, 
and to receive his kind, wise advice and 
paternal exhortations with filial respect 
and confidence. Of recent years we indecd 
depended almost entirely upon his ex- 
‘perience and caution to steer the ship 
of State free of the rocks which beset 
her path on all sides, and now to 
lose all of a sudden such a pillar of 
State, the foundation, as it were, of our 
goverument, we are sure that not only do 
we ourselves deeply feel the gap that has 
thus been made but our officers and 
Ministers, high and low, must also 
sympathise and grieve with us over this 
lamentable calamity. Now we take this 
opportunity to call upon you «ll, Ministers 
at Court and officiale within and without 
the Metropolis, to take to heart the dying 
words of the late Prince, and make him 
hereafter as a model for your loyalty and 
devotion to your sovereign and unite with 
one accord to assist us in overcoming the 
crisis that hangs over the Empire, thereby 
showing your appreciation of the late 
Prince’s death-bed exhortations. 

(2) I Kuang, Prince of Ching, is ap- 
pointed President of the Imperial Clan 
court, ad interim. 

(3) As Prince Tsai Ying, 3rd Order, is 
now in mourning for 100 days, the post 
of Commandant of the White Banner, Im- 
perial Guards, is hereby given to Kuei 
Pin, Prince Jui, ad anterim. 

(4) Lisi Chin is appointed ud interim 
Captain-General of the Bordered Red 
Manchu Banner Corp», during the retire- 
ment into mourning of the said Prince 
Tsai Ying. 

2nd June. 


IMPEIAL DECREES. 


(1) We are in receipt of a memorial 
from Tan ( hi-hsiin, Governor of Hupeh, 
reporting the prolonged illness of Ma En- 
pel, the present Provincial Judge of 
tlupeh, and praying that he be allowed to 
resign his post in favour of a stronger 
man, etc. The prayer is granted and Ma 
En-pei is permitted to retire to his 
native city. 

(2) The Censor Yang Chéng-hsiu prays 
that steps may be taken to compel all 
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literary students and their examiners to 
pay more attention to the correct style of 
wénchang essays on classical subjects. 
The Board of Rites is commanded to re- 
port on the said memorial. 


3rd June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Chii Ting-shao, Taotai of the Han-Huang- 
Té Intendancy of Hupeh (Hankow Customs 
Taotai) is hereby promoted to be Provincial 
Judge of the same province vice Ma En- 
pei, retired. 

4th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Li Yu-fén is promoted Provincial 
Treasurer of Shensi, vice Chang Ju-mei 
promoted to the Governorship of Shantung. 

(2) Yuan Chang, (Wuhu Customs Tao- 
tai) is promoted to be Provincial Judge of 
Shensi vice Li Yu-fén promoted as above. 


5th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to a former memorial 
by Chin Chi, a Manchu Brigade-General, 
recommending the establishment of House 
and Opium taxes throughout the empire as 
& means of increasing the Imperial exche- 
quer, a scheme which was favourably re- 
ported upon by the Board of Revenue, 
and made law by the promulgation of an 
Imperial edict, we have learned through 
independent testimony and secret inves- 
tigation that such a measure would eutail 
much misery and inconvenience on our 
subjects. T avoid such a calamity the 
raid Board of Revenue has asked that 
the above measures may be repealed and 
we at once telegraphed to the various 
Tartar Generals, Viceroys, and Govornors 
of the empire to stop the said taxes at 
once, without any delay whatever. But 
as we apprehend that perhaps our mer- 
chants and subjects might not all know of 
this repeal and that dishonest officials 
and yamén underlings might take advan- 
tage of the general ignorance to extort 
from our people, under colour of the law, 
we deem it incumbent upon us to prevent 
all such causes of disturbance and trickery 
by the proclamation of this special edict to 
be sent through the usual Imperial Courier 
Post to all the provincial authorities con- 
cerned, telling themin so many plain words 
that this law has been repealed by us and 
that they are in consequence commanded, 
on pain of severe puni<hment, to proclaim 
our edict throughout the length and 
breadth of our empire. In this way every 
one of our subjects will know the truth 


31 


and resist any attempts at extortion at the 
hands of dishonest officials and avaricious 
scribes and yamén underlings. If any be 
found indeed to be guilty of such misde- 
meanours the said high provincial authori- 
ties are bound to severely denounce the 
culprits so that they may be punished to 
the utmost extent of the law. Let there 
be no shirking in this respect. 

(2) Hsii Shou-péng is hereby appointed 
Taotai of the Hui-Ning-Chih-T'ai-Kuang 
Intendancy of Anhui, (Wuhu Taotaiship) 
vice Yuan Chang, promoted Provincial 
Judge of Shensi as already noted. 


6th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

General Kuo Pao-chang of Anhui having 
finished his term of mourning and reported 
himself anxious to re-enter the Imperial 
army service is hereby reappointed to his 
former post of Brigadier-General of the 
Shouchun Military Division of Anhui. 

7th June. 

No papers of importance. 

8th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Tséng Kuang-han (Earl of Weiyi) is 
hereby promoted to the Vice-Directorship 
of the Imperial Clan Court, 

(1) Wéug Ping-sun is appointed Reader, 
and Huang Shao-chi. Expositor of the 
Hanlin Academy, respectively. 

9th June, 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The new Doctors (Chinshih) are 
commanded t» present themselves at the 
Pavho Throne-hall on the 16th instant to 
compete at the Palace Examinations for 
the Hanlin degree. 

(2) Wang E-jung, formerly Libationer of 
the Imperial Academy, is hereby commande 
el to return to his former duty at the 
Southern Library (or Department of :In- 
scriptions). 

(3) Although we have had a few showers 
recently they are still insufficient for any 
practical purposes of agriculture, and in 
our anxiety and sympathy in the distress 
of our subjects round about the Imperial 
Prefecture of Shuntienfu, we shall go 
to-day to the temple of the Most High 
once again to beseech for refreshing rains. 
Prince Tsai Lien, 8rd Order, is hereby 
commanded to sacrifice at the temple of 
Appropriate Seasons; Prince Tsai Yiin, 3rd 
Order, is ordered to sacrifice at the temple 
of Revelations; Prince Pu Lun, 4th Order, 
is to sacrifice »t the temple of The Ex- 
positor of Righteousness, and Duke Tsai 
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Lan is to sacrifice at the temple of Con- 
solidated Peace for the same reason in our 
behalf. 


10th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) During our progress to the Eho 
Park yesterday morning we were applied 
to on the road by two Mongol herdsmen, 
belonging to the Imperial Parks, for 
justice. We hereby command the Board 
of Punishments to carefully investigate 
the cases of the said appellants and report 
the result to us. 

(2) On the morning of the Summer Sol- 
stice (21st June) sacrifices should be made 
at the temples of Earth and Bountiful 
Showers ; and in this connection we com- 
mand Trai Hsiin, Prince of Chuang, to 
ingpect the sacrificial animals to be used 
on that day, and Hsii Ying-kuei, President 
of the Board of Rites, is to superintend the 
slaying of the said sacrificial animals. 

(3) On the Ist of July next falls the 
anniversary of the birth of the sacred 
god Kuanti. We hereby appoint Né Lé-ha 
to conduct the s:crifices and Kuei Chang 
is to sacrifice at the rear altars. 

(4) Jung Lu is appointed a Grand Secre- 
tary and Comptroller-General of the Board 
of Revenue ; Kang Yi is transferred to the 
Presidency of the Board of War, vacated 
by the said Jung Lu, and is appointed an 
Assistant Grand Secretary. The |’resi- 
dency of the Board of Punishments thereby 
vacated by the said Kang Yi is to be given 
to Chung Li. 

(5) We have received the memorial of 
Pao Nien, Tartar General of Canton 
(Kuangchoufu) denouncing certain incap- 
able officers under him. He reports that 
a cavalry trooper of the Manchu garrison 
of Canton named Té Ching recently had 
a gambling quarrel with an artillery 
soldier, Fu Ying, the letter being seriously 
injured by the former who then at once 
deserted. The memorialist denounces the 
Colonel comm»nding the said cavalry regi- 
ment whose incapacity and | ck of discipline 
made it possible for such a disgraceful fight, 
his offence being still further aggravated 
by the failure of the sait Colonel to arrest 
the said deser'er. For this misdemeanour 
the accused Colonel Lien Pao ie hereby 
degraded to the rank «f a captain in which 
capacity he is still to serve under the 
memorialist. As for the compary officers 
of the deserter’s regiment, who should have 
been more careful of discipline, we hereby 
cashier the captain, Ying Hui, of his 
captaincy, while he is still allowed 
to retain his 8th rank of hereditary 


nobility which entitles him to the post of 
a 2nd lieutenant of the said Manchu garri- 
son. The lieutenants of the said company, 
Héng Hsiang and Sai Peh, are hereby 
handed over to the Board of War for the 
same reason for the determination of 
adequate penalties. 

(6) Appointing a large number of Chin- 
ese and Manchu expectant otlicials to the 
Metropolitan and Provincial administra- 
tions. 


11th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) With the opening up of general in- 
tercourse with the various nations of the 
earth, the question of having able met to 
represent this Empire in the. Courts of the 
world becomes one of the greatest impor- 
tance at the present crisis. We therefore 
hereby command the various Viceroys and 
Governors of the Empire to select the men 
they think best qualified for such posts, who, 
by their general conduct, have shown their 
education and abilities to be of a practical 
and high order, and who are not euveloped 
in the narrow circle of bigoted conservatism, 
and a clinging to obsolete and unpractical 
custom. These selected men we com- 
mand shall be recommended to the Tsungli 
Yamén, irrespective of the rank they may 
be possessed of, and they shall be examined 
by the said Yamén which shall then intro- 
duce them to us in audience for appoint- 
ment abroad. 

(2: For the few years past many of our 
officials in the capital and in the provinces 
have been dabbling with the subject of 
keeping up with the ties, and strengthen- 
ing the country and reforming the institu- 
tions of this empire ; consequent upon 
this we issued several edicts granting 
such mensures as special Metropolitan 
examinations for the purpose of advancing 
men of ability; the eliminating of the 
present personnel of the Imperial armies, 
substituting instead m-dern arms and 
western organisation ; changing the curri- 
culum of military ex«minations for the 
rules governing the s+lection of military 
officers according to Western methods of 
military education; the institution of 
high and elementary schools and col- 


_leges of literary instruction in accord- 


ance with those which obtain in foreign 
countries, and such like modern innova- 
tions all for the sake of starting our 
country on the great road of Progress. We 
confess to having carefully gone over and 
considered these matters, once. and once 
over again, in order to fix upon the 
best methods of bringing these projects 
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to a triumphant conclusion; but it 
seems our ofticials, scholars, and literati 
have not yet had the knowledge and 
education necessary to receive such innova- 
tions in the way desired, in consequence of 
which we have been the recipient of all 
manuer of memorials written on behalf of* 
oc against, our new measures. 

Some of our aged statesmen who have 
grown grey in the service of the State and 
whose fidelity is unquestioned, in their 
anxiety for the Empire have argued that 
we ought to stick to the very letter of our 
aucient institutions and cast away frorh us 
the suggestions in favour of a new régime. 
In fact, all sorts of suggestions have been 
made by any uumber of memorialists most 
of which are empty and vain and imprac- 
ticable. Let us ask what other country 
except our own there is that is labouring 
under such difficulties, because of being 
behind the times? What would our con- 
dition be if we do not set about at once 
to drill and arm our armies after modern 
methods? Will we be able to cut down 
such expenses? Our scholars now are 
without solid and practical education ; 
our artisans are without scientific in- 
structors; when compared with other 
countries we soon see the glaring dif- 
ference between our strength and the 
strength of others ; and when we compare 
the ready wealth of this Empire with 
those of other countries the difference is 
still greater to our detriment. Does any 
one think that in our present condition 
he can really say with any truth that our 
men are as well drilled and well led as 
any other foreign army ; or that we can 
stand successfully against any of them? We 
are conscious of the fact that, unless we in 
our own person decide firmly and strongly, 
our commands will not go far in execution, 
while the greatest dangers lie in the al- 
lowing of ignorant persons to meddle and 
talk and argue amongst themselves upon 
subjects they know not. It is like apply- 
jug water to quench fire—all to no purpose. 

The methods of government inaugurated 
by the Sung and Ming dynasties, upon 
investigation, reveal nothing that is of any 
practical use or that may be of advantago 
to us. In China, for instance, we have 
had the ethics and doctrines of the sects of 
Taoism and Buddhism; do they at all 
agree with the tenets compounded byour five 
ancient Imperial Sages and three Kings ? 
They are like summer to winter, at oppo- 
site extremes to one another. Changes 
must be made to accord with the necessitics 
of the times. It is apparent that we must 
give a plain and unvarnished decree on the 
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subject so that all may understand our 
wishes. Let this therefore be made known 
to one and all in the four corners of this 
Empire, from Prince to Duke, from high- 
est to lowest amoung the officials of the 
capital and the provinces, from Court 
Minister to the most humble of our sub- 
jects—let them kuow that itis our earn- 
est and sincere desire that one and all 
bend energetically to the duty of striv- 
ing for higher things, to show all that 
they are men ambitious to succeed and 
advance their country ; let us, keeping in 
mind. the morals of our sages and wise 
men, wake them the basis on which to 
build newer and more advantageous 
methods. We must also select such sub- 
jects of Western knowledge as will keep 
us in touch with the times and diligently 
study them and practise them in order 
to place our country abreast with other 
countries. Let us cast off from us the 
empty, unpractical, and deceiving things 
which obstruct our forward progress, 
and strive with one-heartedness and 
energy to improve upon all things that 
we have learned; let us eliminate the 
crust of neglect that has accumulated 
on our systems, aud cast away the 
shackles which bind us. In a word, let 
us evolve useful things out of those 
which hitherto have been useless, and 
let us seek able instructors to fashion 
the materials in our possession. With 
these objects in view let us strive towards 
advancement and progress. 

A great university should be built 
in the capital usa first example of our 
aims, and be made the model for the 
capitals of the provinces to copy. Hence, 
it is of the utmost importance to com- 
mence work thereon at once. We there- 
fore command the Princes and Minis- 
ters of our Grand Council to consult 
with the Princes and Ministers of the 
'sungli Yamén and report upon this mat- 
ter of establishment with all speed ‘To 
whosoever may desire to join and par- 
take of the privileges of this University 
the doors will be open. ‘They shall 
be open to the various members of 
all degrees belonging to the Hanlin 
Academy; to the secretaries and un- 
der-secretaries of the Six Boards and 
Nine Ministries; to the officers of the 
Imperial Guards doing duty at the great 
gates of the Palaces; to all expectant 
Taotais, prefects, sub-prefects, district mag- 
istrates, and those lower in rank; to the 
heirs and scions of distinguished Ministers 
of the Court and elsewhere ; to the youths 
of Banner lineage (Manchus, Mongols, and 


Hanchun, or Chinese Bannermen) to the 
heirs and holders of patents of hereditary 
nobility ; to the sons of high military 
officers — in fact to all who desire it 
will be given any privilege and_in- 
struction that the new University of Pek- 
ing can provide. We earnestly hope 
that all will eagerly take advantage 
of the modern education now opened to 
them, so that in time we may have many 
able and willing helpers in the great 
and arduous work before us of putting 
our country on a level with the best 
of the Western powers. Let every one 
listen to and obey these our sincere and 
earnest words, aud let it be known that 
this edict is specially for all our subjects. 
12th June. 
No papers of importance. 
13th June, 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received a memorial from Hsii 
Chih-ching, a Recorder of the Hanlin 
Academy, recommending to our favour- 
able notice Kang Yu-wei (known as 
‘*Kang the Modern Sage and Reformer”), 
third-class Secretary of the Board of Worke, 
and Chang Yuan-chi, third-class Secretary 
of the Board of Punishments, as being 
men of deep learning and exceptional 
abilities and progressive ideas. Let the 
two officers be presented to us in special 
audience on the 16th instant, in the 
Grand Council Chamber. With reference 
to Huang Chun-hsien (Wong Kung-doo, 
ex-Consul-General at Singapore), Inten- 
dant of the Chang-Pao Salt Gabelle of 
Hunan, and Tan Sze-tung, an expectaat 
prefect of Kiangsu, we hereby command 
the Viceroy and Governor who recom- 
mended them to our notice to send them 
at once to Peking for an audience with us. 
As for the chujén Liang Chi-tsao (former- 
ly chief Editor of Chinese Progress), who 
has also been recommended in the same 
manner to us, we hereby command the 
Tsungli Yamén to find out where he is at 
present and report to us. 

14th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

(1) We are deeply grieved at receiving 
the news this morning of the death of 
Ta Lun-pu, formerly Lieutenant-General 
of the Mongol Bue Banner Corps. The 
deceased ofticer was one of the protegés of 
the late Mongol Prince San-ko-lin-sin and 
fought under him against the Taiping and 
Nienfei rebels in the provinces of Chihli, 
Shantung, and Anhui during the early 
fifties, and gained much distinction by his 
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dashing bravery in battle. Some time ago, 
in considération of his faithful services, 
we allowed him to retire into private life 
with full pay, upon his asking to be relieved 
from oftice owing to prolonged ill-health 
and great age and we are sorrowful at the 
death of a faithful and loyal servant. Let 
T‘a Lun-pu receive all the ceremonies 
required by his rank at his obsequies and 
let all his faults be erased from the re- 
corda. ‘Ihe Yamén concerned is also com- 
manded to hand to the deceased officer’s 
family the usual pecuniary grant bestowed 
by the Government according to the rank 
held at his death. 

(2) The Court of Censors has presented 
to us a memorial stating that it has re- 
ceived the petition of one Hu Chung-chu, 
a native of Hunan, holding the rank of 
a petty Metropolitan officer, charging 
a certain Wang Yu-tung, a second-class 
Secretary of the Board of Revenue, of 
stealing, by intrigues and trickery, the 
complainant’s patrimonial estate, and 
also of falsely and maliciously suing 
the complainant’s mother before the local 
Courts of Hunan. Further, the said Court 
of Censors states that it has also received 
petitions from two women, named Wang 
Tang-shih and Tsou Shih, on the same 
subject. all three petitions being enclosed 
in said memorial, and prays for instructions 
on the matter. Let the defendant Wang 
Yu-tung be first cashiered and then handed 
to the Buard of Punishments to take his 
trial. 

15th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wang Wén-shao is hereby command- 
ed to come with all haste to Peking for 
an audience with us. His post of Viceroy 
of Chihli and Imperial High Commission- 
er of the Peiyang Administration is hereby 
given to the Grand Secretary Jung Lu, ad 
interim. 

(2) From henceforth all Ministers of the 
Court, Manchus or Chinese, who may here- 
after be graciously rewarded by H. I. M. 
the Empress Dowager with promotion 
and advance in rank are required to send 
up memorials thanking H. I. M. for her 
bounty. We hereby also command all our 
Viceroys and Governors, Tartar-Generals, 
Assistant Military Governors, and Manchu 
Brigade-Generals, upon receipt of this our 
edict, to send up tu H.I.M. the Empress 
Dowager memoria!s of thanks as above. 

(3) Wéng Tung-ho, Assistant Grand 
Secretary and President of the Board of 
Revenue, has not done his duties, of late, 
to our satisfaction nor in harmony with his 
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fellow Ministers in the capital. For this 
reason he has lost the confidence and 
respect of those around him and, in con- 
sequence, we have received a large number 
of memorials denouncing him to us. 
Moreover, whenever we have summoned 
him before us to ‘ask him questions 
and advice concerning matters of State 
he has displayed disrespect to us, show- 
ing at will anger or joy, forgetful of the 
august presency before whom he knelt, 
and revealing such recklessness and 
disregard «f consequences as to plainly 
show that he is unfit to deal with high mat- 
ters of State. Indeed. his conduct deserv- 
ed that he should be arrested, examined, 
and severely punished ; but we remembere:l 
the time when he was our Tntor in the Yit 
Ch'ing Palace for so many years and we 
therefore softened towards him, not desiring 
to treat him too harshly. We the: efore com- 
mand Wéng ‘I'Sung-ho forthwith to resign 
his many posts and return at once to his 
native city as a mark that we wish to save 
him from further harm. A Special Edict: 


’ (4) The other day we issued a decree 
commanding the Imp-rial Clan Court to 
recommend to us members of the Imperial 
House, such as Princes of the various 
Orders, and Dukes, who decide’ to improve 
their minds and education by travelling 
abroad. As the Princes and Dukes are 
near kinsmen of ours and we often have 
them with us, we will be better able to 
sclect ourselves the persons for this pur- 
pose than the said Imperial Clan Court, 
hence there will be no need for the said 
Court to do so. But such m-mbers of 
the Imperial House and other princely 
families below Prince or Duke who shall 
desire to travel abrond, who are ambitious 
of achieving great deedy anit have the 
talent to do so, we command the said 
Court to recommend to us, in the 
manner already presciibed by us, namely, 
by a competitive examination. 


16th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The post of prefect of Taiyuanfu, 
capital of Shansi, being vacant, we hereby 
command the Governor of the said pro- 
vince to select from amongst the substan- 
tive prefects of the whole province the 
man best filted for such an important and 
onerous post, and let Ch‘ung Hsi be ap- 
pointed to the prefecture vacated by the 
prefect of the said Governor's choice. ° 

(2) Hereafter, whenever we stay at Eho 
Park Palice, the various Boards and Yaméns 
who may have any persons tu introduce in 


audience te us on that day are hereby 
given the liberty to do so at the said Park. 

(3 We hereby command that the new 
Doctors at the examinations just passed 
be divided into four groups for introduc- 
tion to us, commencing on the 28th instant 
and ending on the Ist of July next. 


17th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Grand Secretary Kun Kang, 
and Hsii Ying-kuei, President of the 
Boa-d of Rites, are hereby appointed 
Tutors of the new Hanlin Bachelors. 

(2) Hsti Shu-min is appointed Acting 
President of the Board of Revenue, vice 
Wéng Tung-h» dismissed. 

(3) As Jung Lu is now acting Viceroy of 
Chihli, his post of Captain-Geueral of the 
Hanchun White Banner is given to Kun 
Kang ad interim. 


18th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing the graduating class of 
Hanlin Bachelors (about fifty) of the pre- 
vious Triennial Examinatiun to posts in 
the Metropolitan administration. 

(2) Ting Li-ying is appointed V.ce- 
Governor of Peking (Imperial Prefecture 
of Shuntienfu). 


19th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hsii Hui-li is appointed Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Historiographei’s Ottice. 

(2) Hsii Fu is appointed President of the 
Imperial Academy. 

(3) Sun Chia-nai is appointed President 
of the Board of Compilers of the Collected 
Institutes of the Dynasty and Hsit Ying-kuei 
is appointed Vice-President of the same 
Board. 

(4) E-ké-tang-’, Tartar-Genoral of 
Féngtien, reports that in the beginning of 
tho present month some 200 mounted 
bandits made a raid on the city of Chao- 
yng, burned the local yaméns and pillaged 
the city, »s well as the market towns on 
the route of the said raiders; he now prays 
that the officers concerned may be pun- 
ished for the cowardice, neglect, and lack 
of discipline of the troops they commanded. 
We hereby command that E-sang-4, chief 
commandant of the Hailungchéng Brigade, 
be cashiered but retained in the army 
under surveillance as to his future conduct ; 
that the major and captain under him be 
cashiered and dismissed, and that the acting 
department magistrate of Hailungchéng be 
turned over to the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments for determination of a penalty, 
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Further more the said E-k6-tang-4 is hereby 
enjoined to hasten and destroy the said 
mounted bandits in order to ensure peace 
to the country round about. 


20th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
the Censor Tsé-g Tsung-yen dwelling 
upon the necessity of encouraging arts, 
sciences, and modern agriculture in the 
Empire, and also a pustscript memorial re- 
commending the establishment of mining 
schools throughout the provinces, etc. We 
hereby command the Tsungli Yamén to 
deliberate upon the above questions and 
report to us at once. 


(2) We have received a memorial from 
Kung Shou, acting Viceroy of Szechuan 
and Tartar General of Chéngtu, complain- 
ing that the tardiness of the appearance 
of the Provincial Treasurer-elect of the 
said province is delaying the business of 
that department and praying that the said 
Treasurer-elect, Wang Chih-chun, be 
ordered to his post as soon as_ possible. 
We hereby command Chang Chih-tung, 
Viceroy of the Hukuang provincea, and 
Tan Chi-hsun, Governor of Hupeh, to 
hasten the said Wang Chih-chun. and 
order him to start with all haste for his 
post, from Wuchang. Let there be no 
further delay. 


(3) The Censors Sung Péh-lu and Yang 
Chéng-hsiu have jointly accused Asi 
Ying-kuei, President of the Board of 
Rites, of persisting in his bigoted con- 
servatism and endeavouring to obstruct 
the new régime of progress and reformation 
ordered by us. We hereby command the 
accused Minister to look over in detail the 
various charges made against him and 
answer us at the first opportunity, categori- 
cally. 


(4) Chang Ju-mei, Governor of Shan- 
tung, denounces one K6 Hung-en, nagis- 
trate of Feilisien, Shantung, for having 
neglected to investigate into a case of 
robbery upon the property «f a commoner 
under his jurisdiction, but on the contrary 
wrongfully punished the latter on the 
ground of having given a false report of 
robbery, insomuch that this victim of 
robbers and officials in his despair of 
vetting justice committed suicide, etc. 
This is a most despicable instance of 
muddle-headedness and stupidity on the 
part of the accused magistrate that we 
have ever heard of, and we hereby cashier 
him at once as a waruing to others. 


21st June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received the memorial of 
General Sung Ching, at Newchwang, who 
denounces the arrogant and boasting con- 
duct of two military officers whom he had 
dismissed from their several commands for 
rowdyish conduct and disgracing the ser- 
vice. ‘The accused, namely, the Major 
Yii Wei-hsun and the expectant Lieutenant 
Colonel Tsui Ling-yu», after their dis- 
missal went to Tientsin and there made 
matters worse by sailing under false colours, 
thereby spoiling the name of their former 
corps. We hereby command that the 
accused be cashiered of their rank and 
placed under the surveillance of the local 
authorities of Tientsin, their native city. 

(2) Appointing a number of expectant 
officers to the Metropolitan and Provincial 
administrations. 

(3) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie reports that his men have 
captured two notorious members of a gang 
of robbers who have been infesting the 
Imperial Prefecture of Shuntienfu. The 
prisoners are to be handed to the Board of 
Punishments for trial and sentence accord- 
ing to the law of the land, and search is to 
be made for two others still at large. 

(4) The same Commandant reports the 
capture by his men, after a hard fight, of 
seven members of a gang of Peking «lespe- 
radoes—among whom were two viragoes 
who fought most desperately—while occn- 
pied in trying to abduct by force a young 
girl froma heuse in the Metropolis. All 
the priseners were armed with long knives 
and firearms. They are to be handed over 
to the Board of Punishments for trial and 
sentence. As for the other three men still 
at large s'rict search must be made for 
them in order that every one of them may 
be punished according to his deserts. 

(5) A third c-pture of four desperadoes 
by the said Gendarmerie, guilty of a 
similar crime—abduction by force of arms 
of a young girl—is also reported and we 
hereby command that the prisoners be rent 
to the same yamén as nbove for trial and 
punishment. 


22nd June. 
IMPERIAL DECRR®ES. 


We are grieved to learn this morning of 
the death of Cha-la-féng-d, Consort of one 
of the Princesses of the Imperial House and 
Captain-General of the Mongol Blue Banner 
Corps. The deceased officer was a faithful 
officer during his lifetime and we feel sorry 
at losing such a Joyal and faithful servant, 
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We hereby command that all his faults be 
erased from the records and the usual 
pecuniary grant be given appropriate to 
the rauk and position the deceased held at 
his death. 


23rd June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Sun Chia-nai is hereby appointed an 
Assistant Grand Secretary and President 
of the Board of Civil Appointments. 

(2) Wang Wén-shao is hereby command- 
ed to do duty asa member of the Grand 
Council. 

(8) Wang Wén-shao is hereby also ap- 
pointed President of the Board of Revenue 
vice Wéug Tung-ho, dismissed. 

(4) Wang Wéun-shao is further appointed 
a member of the Tsungli Yamén. 

(6) Jung Lu is appointed substantive 
Viceroy of Chihli and Imperial High Com- 
missioner of the Peiyang Administration, 
vice Wang Weéu-shao called to tike office 
in the capital as above. 

(6) Yén Mao is appointed substantive 
Tartar-General of Kirin. 

(7) Chung Li is appointed Commandant 
of the Peking Gendarmerie vice Jung Lu 
transferred to Tientsin as above. 

(8) Our dynasty at the commencement 
fol'owed the institutions of the previous 
Ming dynasty in examining literary stud- 
ents in the Confucian Analects for degrees; 
but during the reign of the late Emperor 
Kang Hsi the system of examination in 
wénchang was abandoned and short essays 
were substituted instead. This, however, 
did not last long, for a reversion was made 
to the old style of literary examinations 
by mens of wénchang. At that time it 
appeared scholars proved their erudition 
in ancient history «and brilliancy of style 
in belles lettres and ability to search and 
compare ancient lore with that of their 
own times. Hence that reign was cele- 
brated for the number of learned and 
brilliant scholars who proved their worth 
in a practical manner. But. of late all this 
has declined, scholars affected to stick to 
classical style and an undue weight being 
given to this we consequently had many 
fraudulent practices in the system of 
examinations, while everything was char- 
acterised by the mere desire of attaining 
to a certain point only so as to qualify for 
a degree, insomuch that it was difficult to 
find a man deeply learned beyond the 
degree he was being examined for. Of 
course, frauds abounded, and, on the other 
hand, examiners gave degrees without 
discrimination. ‘l'o this deplorable state 
have we come now. But to attain solid 


and practical education, adequate to the 
times we live in, we must cast away all 
empty and obsolete customs, nor can we 
advance true talent by following the old 
régime. We therefore now command that 
for the future, beginning from the present 
time, in »ll examinations whether for the 
licentiate, M A. or Doctor’s degree, all 
candidates are to be examined in short 
essays from the Confucian Analects instead 
of the old custom of writing wwénchang. 
As to how such matters are to be dealt 
with we hereby command t'e Board of 
Rites to decide upon a system of rules to 
govern future literary examinations. We 
have been compelled to issue this decree 
because our examinations have degenerated 
to the lowest point and we see no other 
way to remedy matters than by changing 
en'irely the old methods, of examination 
for a new course of competition. Still, 
scholars must nt forget te continue to 
study the Confucian Analects and the Classics 
as the root of their education, from whence 
they are to write short practical essays 
suitable to the times we livein. Let us all 
try to reject empty and useless knowledge, 
which has no practical value in the crisis 
we are p:ssing through. 
24th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Tséng Kuang-han, Earl of Weiyi, is 
hereby promoted to the post of Senior 
Vice-President of the Court of Censors, | 

(2) Huai ‘Ta-pu is appointed to the 
command of the three regiments or 
Banners of the Paoyi Corps (Palace 
guards, consis'ing of descendants of slaves 
captured in wars during the early existence 
of the present dynasty in Manchuria— 
Translutor) stationed at Yuenmingyuen 
Palace. He is also appointed Commandant 
of the Rifle Brigade of the Peking Field 
Force. 

(3) Kang Yi is appointed commandant 
of the Chienjui Brigade of the said above 
Force. ; 

(4) Prince Nayentu (Mongol) is ap- 
pointed a member of the Board of High 
Commissioners to review the Imperial 
Forces at Peking. 


25th June. 
No papers of importance. 


26th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) At the present crisis when we are 
desirous of reforming the general system 
of our government, as well as of examina- 
tions, we must all be careful to avoid being 
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suspected of nourishing a love of oJ] and 
uSeless customs and trying to find excuses 
to retain them. The other day we 
commanded the Princes and Ministers 
of the Giand Council to consult with 
the Frinces and Ministers of the Tsungli 
Yamén concerning what should be done 
to make an Imperial University of 
Peking a «uccess and an example and 
model to the colleges to be established 
in each provincial capital. But these 
Princes and Ministers appear to be dally- 
ing with the question and hence, so far, 
we have received no reports from them. 
We now command all concerned to hasten 
on with their consultation and report with 
all speed to us. Let there be no more 
unmeaning delays in the matter. 

(2) Hereafter in all matters that are 
commanded to be handed to our Ministers 
to deliberate over, they should without 
delay ask the opinions of their Secretaries 
in their deliberations, and then hasten to 
make their report thereon to us. But if 
in the future there be still further delays 
in reporting to us and an overstepping of 
the limit allowed by law, we promise to 
punish the delinquents most severely and 
shall show no more leniency. 


26th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Some time ago we sanctioned a scheme 
for estublishing a Commercial Company for 
sale of shares with the ubject of construct- 
ing a railway line between Lukou Brilge, 
Peking, aud the port of Hankow, and with 
this object in view we specially appointed 
Shéug Hsiian-huai to the post of Director- 
General of this Railway. ‘lwo years have 
now passed aud by this time it is presumed 
that the work of buying up the necessary 
land and the » aking of a careful survey of 
the route are already completed or in sight 
of completi-u. Now the importance of 
this railway is very great and it is needless 
to think that any unnecessary delay will be 
tolerated hy us in that respect. As the 
necessary funds have now been collected 
for the building of the Lu-Han Railway 
it is «ur desire that the said Shéng 
Hsiian-huai shall commence on the actual 
consiruction at once. He is, moreover, 
cominanded to memorialise to us first his 
plan of construction before beginning actual 
work and he is further warned that if we 
again find him laggard in his duty and 
treating such a grave and important affair 
with his former frivolous dalliance, there 
will be severe penalties meted out which 
makes us ask Shéng Hsiian-huai whether 
his shoulders will be able to bear the heavy 
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punishment that will be in store for him. 
With reference to the other rai!ways pro- 
posed, namely, the Hankow-Canton and 
the Nanking-Shanghai lines we hereby 
enjein upon the various officials concerned 
to hasten with the work necessary to 
make them accomplished facts and they 
a'so are hereby warned to be guilty of no 
mere unnecessary delay in brivging mat- 
ters to a head. 


27h June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wang Yii-tsao, Governor of Kuei- 
chou, denounces a certain military officer 
under his jurisdiction. He charges Liao 
Lien-shéng, expectant C.lonel and Com- 
mandant of the Puan ba‘talion, of using 
an amazing number of ‘‘ dummies ” on his 
muster roll and of practising all manner 
of devices to cater to his insatiable avarice. 
In consequence of this the accused officer 
has been the subject of innumerable com- 
plaints to the said Wang Yii-tsao andthe 
said Governor now-asks that signal punish- 
ment. be meted out to the delinquent Com- 
mandant. We hereby command that 
the accused officer be cashiered forthwith 
and dismissed for ever from the Imperial 
service. He is further to be sent to labour 
as a convict on the postroads, his release 
being dependest on his good conduct while 
there. 

(2) With reference t» the memorials of 
Hu Yii-fén, the Governor of Peking and 
the Imperial Prefecture of Shuutienfu, re- 
questing that orders may be given t» equip 
and drill the Chinese Green-banner re- 
giments of Peking and the Peking Field 
Force (the members of the latter Corps are 
all Bannermen, 7.e., Manchus, Mongols and 
Hanchun.—T'ranslator) in modern Western 
ways; and those from Wu Ting-fang (Ng 
Choy) Minister to the U.S., Peru, and 
Spain, suggesting that all the Banner 
aud Chinese corps at Peking be drilled, 
armed, and equipped in the foreign 
style; we ordered at the time the 
Grand Council, the Princes and Ministers 
composing the Board of Comptrollers-Gene- 
ral of nuilitary affairs, the Officers com- 
manding the Peking Field Force, and the 
Captains-General of the various Banner 
organisations, to conjointly deliberate 
over the suggestions of the two officials 
noted above and report the result to us. 
Now, however, as the Board of “Comp- 
trollers-General of Military Affairs has 
been abolished by special edict we hereby 
command that the memorials be conjointly 
deliberated upon by the Grand Council, 
the Commanders of the Peking Field Force, 
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and the Captains-General of Banner or- 
ganisations, and that no further delay be 
permitted for making the necessary report 
to us, under pain of severe penalties. 


28th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


(1) We regret to learn of the death of 
Wu Shan, Deputy Assistant Military 
Governor of Hulunpei’rh, Amur region, 
through a memorial fr» . E. Tsé, Tartar- 
Generaland Military Governor of Tsitsihar. 
The deceased ofticer served with distinc- 
tion in former years against the Taiping, 
Nienfei, and other rebels in the provinces 
of Shantung, Honan, Anhui, Kiangsu, 
Hupeh, and Kirin. While holding the 
post from which he has been released 
by death Wu Shan always gave us great 
satisfaction by the careful and temperate 
way he had of attending to the duties 
of his h‘gh and responsible post and we 
therefore feel deeply grieved at the loss 
of this faithful servant. We hereby 
command that extraordinary posthumous 
honours and pecuniary aid be granted to 
the deceased officer and his family and 
command the Yamé concerned to report 
to us thereon. 

(2) '-sing-2 is appointed Deputy Assis- 
tant Military Governor of Hulunpei’rh, 
«ice Wu Shan, deceased, as above. 


29th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


(1) The other day owing to scarcity of 
rain since the beginning vf the summer we 
personally proceeded t» the Temple of the 
Most High to pray for rain, while Prince 
Tsai Lien was commanded on that occasion 
to sacrifice befure the altars of the Temple of 
Bountiful Sea-ons on our behalf. Follow- 
ing ‘this we have been gratified to find 
that precious and refreshing showers 
have fallen in the Imperial Prefecture of 
Shuutienfu in answer to our earnest 
prayers, and it is but fitting that, to 
show our gratitude for these mercies of 
High Heaven. we shall return our thanks 
for the favours received. We there- 
fore set aside the following morning 
(30th instant) for the ceremony. We shall 
attend in person before the Altar of the 
Most High ; Prince Tsai Lien shall sacrifice 
at the Temple of Bountiful Seasons ; Prince 
Tsai Yun at the Chaohsien Temple ; Prince 
Pu Lun at the Hsiienjén Temple; and 
Duke Tsai Lan at the Ninghé Temple for 
the above purpose, to-morrow morning. 

(2) The Censor and Keeper of Seals, 
Kao Hsi-tséng, denounced this morning 


Kung Shou, Tartar-General of Chéngtu 
and acting Viceroy of Szechuan, of being 
guilty of avarice and of a lamentable lack 
of common justice to the people and officials 
over whom he had been set, etc. We 
acknowledge that it is the duty of a Censor 
to denounce to us any incapable or dis- 
honest officer, but in doing so the Censor 
should cite specitied cases in his charges ; 
he should avoid generalisations. Now as 
the said Kao Hsi-tséng has so far denounc- 
ed the said Kung Shov, he should be 
ready to specify his charges and not 
generalise as he has done in his memorial. 
We therefore call upon the said Censor to 
do so clearly and succinctly in justice to 
the official he has denounced. 


30th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) The Grand Secretary Li Hung-chang 
is appointed Inspector of the Department 
of Promulgated Imperial edicts. 

(2) With reference to the case of appeal 
made to us personally by a Honan com- 
moner, named Ma Ti, we hereby command 
Liu Shu-tang, Governor of Honan, afore- 
said, to conjointly try the case with the 
Provinci«l Judge in order that there may 
be perfect impurtiality in dispensing the 
laws. As for the appellant, the Board of 
Punishments is commanded to send the 
said Ma Ti to Kaifénefu, the provincial 
capit'l of Honan, where all the witnesses 
concerned shall be assembled and the 
result of the re-hearing reported to us. 

(3) We have received a memorial from 
the Censor Sung Peh-lu recommending, 
amongst other things that the change from 
wénchang to short practical essays at the 
literary examinations be made at once, this 
year, to commence with the approaching 
licentiate examinations in the provinces and 
the Imperial Prefecture of Shuntienfu, etc., 
As we have already commanded that the 
new order of examinutions shall be put into 
force next year at the M.A. examinations 
and, of course, the examinations for the 
Doctor’s degree, immediately following, it is 
but right that the new régime be inaugurat- 
ed at once amongst the licentiates through 
outthe Empire. The Literary Chancellors 
concerned are commanded hereby to take 
note thereon without further delay. 


Ist July. 
No papers of importance, 
2nd July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Wang Fu-hsiang is appointed Director 
of the Court of Sacrificial Worship. 
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3rd July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Li An-tang is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Tung-Yung Military Divi- 
sion of Chihli. 

(2) Lan Sze-ming is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Chénting Military Division 
of Chihli vice Li An-tang transferred as 
above. 

4th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to our previous edict 
authorising the establishment of an Im- 
perial University at Peking we hereby 
appoint Prince Ching and Hsii Ying-kuei, 
President of the Board of Rites, to arrange 
about the drawing of the necessary plans, 
selection of situation, etc., with regard to 
the said University. 

(2) We have received the report of the 
Tsungli Yamén favouring the suggestion 
of the Censor Chéng Chung-yen to en- 
courage scientific agriculture, according to 
Western ideas, throughout the Empire. 
Agriculture is the basi: of our Empire and 
and it is vf the highest importance that it 
should receive every encouragement and 
assistance from the Government. Now 
throughout the various provinces there is 
plenty of land lying idle and ready for 
the plough, and also land which has not 
been cultivated so as to produce the fullest 
extent of its natural stores. We would 
therefore command the various Viceroys and 
Governors to instruct their subordinates, the 
local authorities, to impress upon the 
gentry and land-owners, as well as farmers, 
within their jurisdiction, to earnestly seek 
to improve their lands, choosing the best 
Chinese and Western methods of cultiva- 
tion for the purpose. Let it not be all 
empty talk, but let us see some solid 
results, and it is the special duty of these 
local officials to attend energetically and 
diligently to this work. To encourage all 
to labour earnestly for the public good 
we hereby grant permission to the said 
Viceroysa and Governors to recommend to 
an favourable notice for promotion and 

igher official preferment all such as can 
show substantial results in their labours 
on this head. We further hear that 
certain persons in Shanghai have formed 
an Agricultural Association. This step is 
in the right direction and is one of the 
levers for enlightening the country «t 
Jarge. We hereby command Liu Kun-yi, 
Viceroy of the Liangkiang provinces, to pro- 
-cure the rules and prospectus of the said 
Shanghai Agricultural Association for trans- 
mittal to the Tsungli Yamén, which is com- 


manded on r-ceipt of the same to print 
copies for distribution to the high authori- 
ties of the various provinces of the Empire, 
in order that similsr associations may be 
inaugurated in them all. All persons able 
to do so are further commanded to trans- 
late Western books on the science of agri- 
culture, to be used as text books in the 
agricultural schools and colleges to be pro- 
jected in the near future. 


5th July. 
IMPERIAL EDICTS. 


(1) We have received H.I.M. the Em- 
press-Dowager’s commands to order the 
Grand Secretary and Viceroy of Chihli, 
Jung Lu, to retain his post of Superinten- 
dent of Works at the Imperial Mausoleum 
of Myriad Years at Putuké, Western Hills ; 
and Prince Ching is also hereby appointed 
to the same duty. 

Note.—This Mausoleum of Myriad Years 
is being built for the special accommoda- 
tion of the Empress Dowager’s remains at 
some future date. Itis alleged that seven 
million taels have already been expended 
on the building and it is only ha'f-built as 
yet.—Translator. 

(2) We have received a memorial from 
the Tsungli Yamén concerning the denun- 
ciation by two Censors of certain local 
authorities of Shantung for using the sale 
of Chaohsin Bonds as a pretext to force 
rich commoners in their jurisdiction to 
contribute money, etc. Now this is exactly 
contrary to the intention of the said Bonds 
which were meant for the people to 
purchase voluntarily, and we hereby 
command all Viceroys and Governors to 
impress this on the minds of their subor- 
dinates. We strongly object to the Bonds 
being forced upon our subjects and if we 
hear any more of coercive methids being 
used iu their connection we will heavily 
punish the officers guilty of disobeying 
our special commands in the above respect. 

(3) Appointing a number of Metropoli- 
tan and Provincial officials to substantive 
posts. 


6th July, 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received the memorials of 
Hu Ping-chih, Governor of Shansi, concer- 
ning suggestions for the entire changing of 
the style of examinations for military can- 
didates for degrees; and suggestions that 
students graduated from the newly estab- 
lished Western learning schools be per- 
mitted in the future to compe'e at the 
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Triennial Examinations for the M.A. and 
Doctor degrees at the Capital. We hereby 
command that these memorials be handed 
to the Board of War and the Tsungli 
Yamén for deliberation and report in con- 
junction with a similar memorial on the 
partial changing of the military exami- 
nations by Txo Mu, Viceroy of the Shen- 
Kan provinces. 

(2) Sung Chun, Director-General of the 
Grand Canal, sends us a eulogy on the 
administration of the said Director-General- 
ship by the late Grard Secretary Chang 
Chih-wan when the latter held that post 
many years ago. The memorialist 
states that the people along the Grand 
Canal, remembering the be-eficial govern- 
ment they received at the hands of the 
late Grand Secretary, are now anxious to 
build a memorial temple in his honour 
and pray for the necessary permission, the 
money for building the temple having 
been already subscribed by a number of 
gentry, notables, and wealthy merchants 
in the vicinity of the memorialist’s yamén. 
The request is hereby granted and the 
Board of Rites is commanded to take note. 

(3) The other day we received a memorial 
from the Censor Yang Chung-yi de- 
nouncing Huang Sze-yung, a Vice-Director 
of the Supervisorate of Instruction of the 
Heir Apparent, for mismanagement of the 
funds entrusted to his care for the 
relief of sufferers from the floods in 
the me'ropolitan prefecture of Shuntienfu, 
in consequence of which there have been 
many complaints laid before the ‘yaméns 
againat the said Vice-Director, etc, we 
accordingly commanded Sun Chia-nai and 
Hu Yii-fén, Governor Adjoint and Govern- 
or, respectively, of Peking to investigate 
the above charges and report truthfully 
tous. The said report is now before us in 
which it is declared that the charges 
formulated against the said Huang Sze- 
yung have no foundation, There is 
therefore no necessity vf proceeding 
further in the matter. The memori- 
alists, however, state that the said 
official was guilty of digging on his own 
responsibility a number of canals for 
the outflow of the floods, without first 
consulting with the local authorities 
on the subject. Although the step taken 
was for the good of the flood sufferers, still 
it was the duty of the said Huang &ze- 
yung to consult with the local authorities 
first before digging said canals. He has 
therefore acted wlira vires and we com- 
mand the said Governor Adjoint and 
Governor to inform the delinquent Vice- 
Director of our displeasure at his conduct. 
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7th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) As a measure to encourage the 
masses to invent new and useful things, 
and emulate the West in literary efforts 
for the benefit of the Empire, we hereby 
promise to give extraordinary rewards to 
such as write practical and useful books, 
invent articles of use, machinery, etc., 
granting to such, according to the value 
of their labours, either subs'antive or 
brevet official rank, hereditary nobility, 
or decorations in order to encourage the 
spirit of emulation throughout the empire. 
They will also be granted certain limits 
of time and special facilities to enjoy 
the benefits of their inventions or literary 
efforts to the exclusion of those 
who might copy them, while to such as 
establish by their sole efforts eachools, 
foundries, big guns and arms factories, 
etc., we promise to reward as our dynasty 
has been in the habit of rewarding suc- 
cessful Generals who have done extraor- 
dinary service to their country. We now 
command the Tsungli Yamén tv draw up 
the necessary rules and regulations in con- 
nection with the above and report upon 
the same at once. 


(2) Commanding that a number of ban- 
dits captured by the Peking gendarmerie 
be turned over to the Board of Punish- 
ments for trial. 


8th July, 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received a memorial from the 
Censor (Manchu) Wén Ti, accusing the 
Censors Sun Peh-lu and Yang Tsing-hsin 
of gathering round them a clique so as to 
act conjointly in memorialising to the 
Throne and giving as an ins!ance in which 
these Censors joined together in de- 
nouncing Hsii Ying-kuei, the President of 
the Board of Rites, etc. We acknowledge 
in truth that the practice of Censors 
forming cliques is a very pernicious and 
harmful custom, and liable to interfere 
with honest reports to the Throne. But 
the present memorialist in denouncing the 
other two has been guilty of the same 
thing—that of trying to get up a clique— 
for his memorial looks very much as if he 
had been induced by some one else to 
make these denunciations. In fact we 
are pretty sure tha. such is the case. 
Wén Ti is therefore unfit to be a 
Censor and we hereby command him to 
resign and retire to his Banner reser- 
vation. 


[Jury 9-12. 


9th July. 
No papers of importance. 


10th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Hsit Chien-yin, Provincial Judge- 
designate of Anhui, is ordered to Peking 
on special service. 

(2) Appointing a number of officials to 
the provincial administration. 


11th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


FEEDERS OF THE PEKING UNIVERSITY. 


The other day we ordered the establish- 
ment of a Peking University which was to 
be supplied by students from the middle 
and lower schools ; the low-r graduating 
into the middle schools and from the latter 
into the Pekiny University. This plan we 
considered a very good one and anticipated 
great success from the scheme. The trouble 
was that these middle and lower schools 
had not yet all been established in the 
provinces, but there should be a number 
of colleges and public schools in each 
provincial capital, prefectural, depart- 
mental and district cities thereof, which 
ought to be able to furnish accommodation, 
and we hereby command the Viceroys and 
Governors of provinces to instruct their 
subordinates to draw up lists of the schoole 
and colleges in their jurisdiction, their 
revenues and expenses, the reports con- 
‘cerning which must be handed up to us 
within two mouths from now. The pre- 
sent great colleges in the provinces are 
hereby ordered 'o be changed into middle 
colleges for the joint study of Chinese 
and Western literature and sciences. As 
for gradations in rank the colleges in the 
provincial capitals are to be termed First- 
Class colleges, those in prefectural cities 
Second-Class colleges, and the depart- 
mental and district city colleges Third- 
Class co!leges. To these institutions shall 
be distributed the rules and regulations 
agreed upon by the Peking University 
authorities for the guidance of the former, 
and which they are cummanded to implicity 
follow. As for schovls which have been 
established by public subscription as charity 
schools or local public schools they are also 
to have the western studies introduced into 
their curriculum in order that education 
may be widespread and talent and abilities 
developed and nourished everywhere 
throughout our empire. With reference 
to the funds requisite for these new 
measures we hereby authorise aud com- 


mand the Viceroys and Governors con- 
cerned to devote all the surplus which we 
hear is being annually obtained from the 
Telegraph Administration and China Mer- 
chants’ S. N. Co., at Shanghai, and the 
surplus from the Weising Lottery at Can- 
ton to the purpose. Besides the money 
from the above sources there are large 
sums which used to be the perquisites 
of local and petty officials, which have 
recently been turned over to government, 
which shall also be diverted for educational 
purposes. Furthermore, such members of 
the gentry, notables or literati as may 
be able to give money for the object of 
building schools themselves or use their 
endeavours in exhorting others to subscribe 
towards endowing new schools, permission 
is hereby given to the Viceroys and 
Governors of provinces to report to us the 
names of such energetic and pxtriotic 
gentry, etc., and recommend the rewarda 
due each person in proportion to the 
amounts subscribed by him or the 
amounts collected through him. Should 
any one be able to dona'e a large sum 
and of his own unaided effort establish a 
school or college we give our imperial word 
that we will specially reward such a one 
with extraordinary honours. As for the 
hooks to be studied in these middle and 
lower colleges and schools they are to 
obey the instructions formerly issued, 
namely, that the lecal officials shall 
establish translation bureaux for the trans- 
lation of foreign bo-ks into Chinese, 
which shall be distribute! to sucl: schools 
for the use «wf the students. As re- 
gards memorial temples belonging to the 
people which are not entered in the 
official records of the Board of Rites, the 
local officials shall issue proclamations to 
the peuple informing them that they are 
all to ve changed into schools for the 
inatruction and spread of Western and 
Chinese learning, in order to save inoney 
and avoid erecting new buildings. By 
advocating reforms in this direction the 
minds of the masses will be enlight- 
ened by education and whatever they 
may learn will be of the useful and 
practical kind ; and thus our ambition to 
nourish talent and ability for the good 
of our empire shall be accomplished. 
Let this edict be distributed far and wide 
for the information of all our subjects. 


12th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received the report of the 
Commandant of the Peking Gendarmerie, 
informing us of the arrest by his force of 
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fourteen desperadoes (named) who had 
been captured while engaged with arms in 
their hands in robbing a farmhouse in the 
vicinity of the capital. The said brigands 
are hereby ordered t» be handed over to 
the Board of Puni-hments for trial and 
punishment according to law. As for 
those who are still at large belonging to 
the said band, let strict search be made for 
them in order that all of them may be 
made to suffer for their crimes. 

(2) The same department also reports 
the capture of one Chang Wu-erh, alias 
Ping T‘ang-chin, a notorious bandit who 
had been guilty of successive robberies 
during the past two years. Let the man 
be sent to the Board of Punishments for 
trial and let Search be made for the rest 
-of his band. 


13th July. 
No papers of interest. 


14th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF TRADE. 


(1) The reason trade does not seem to 
flourish in the provinces is because the 
officials do not work hand-in-hand with 
the merchants. Whenever there happens 
to be a failure «f a mercantile house and 
pressure be attempted to make the officials 
enforce the claims of the creditors, the de- 
mands and extortions of the yamén under- 
lings are invariably so great and exorbit- 
ant that merchants become discouraged 
and dare not venture further afield into 
trade enterprises, thereby causing trade to 
stand immovable. At the present mo- 
ment, when we are doing our best to en- 
courage trade and commerce amongst 
our people, our officials must honestly 
and energetically do their best to eradi- 
cate these evil practices and we there- 
foro now issue this decree enjoining upon 
the Viceroys an Governors of all provinces 
to give strict instructions to their subordi- 
nates, the local authorities, to sympathise 
with the hardships of merchants and give 
all the protection in their power to honest 
merchants. Further, that if they are 
appealed to to aid in reclaiming the money 
of creditors from bankrupt firms they 
must do so ina strict and straightforward 
manner, and so supervise the conduct of 
their underlings that extortions and the 
like be impossible. In this way the honest 
and peaceable folk will be able to get their 
rights recognised and fraudulent sharpers 
be prevented from escaping from the just 
punishment of their crimes. 


(2) Wu Chin-chi is appointed Taotai of 
the Hui-Ning-Chih-Tai-Kuang Intendancy 
of Anhui province (Wuhu Taotaiship) 
vice Hsii Chien-yin promoted. 


15th July. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With regard to the case of the Commoner 
Péng Wu-hsi, of Kiangsi province, who 
appexled to us this morning in the public 
thoroughfares during our progress to Hho 
Park, we hereby command that he be sent 
to the Board of Punishments, which shall 
institute a strict investigation into the 
causes of the said appellant’s complaint, 
and report the result to us. 


16th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


ON ARMY RETRENCHMENT AND THE 
BACKWARDNESS OF OFFICIALS 


One of the most important measures of 
reform in the present crisis of the 
country is the necessity of retrenchment 
and economy in the present system of our 
army organisation. The other day we 
ordered the various Tartar-Generals, Vice- 
roys and Governors of provinces to make 
strict investigations into the matter of their 
armies in order to cut down and do away 
with the engagement of useless soldiers, 
and to report speedily on the result to us. 
We have received many of these rep ‘rts in 
which some recommend the cutting down 
ot the strength of the territorial troops, 
others recommend the cutting down of the 
militia, while others again recommend that 
the strength of the foreign-modelled and 
disciplined troops be cut down, and again 


‘there are others who declare that they 


have cut down all they could reasonably 
manage and could not cut down any more. 
After looking carefully over these reports 
from our Tartar-Generals, Viceroys and 
Governors of provinces it appears that 
although the conditions of their various 
provinces are different to one another, 
they have not succeeded in abolishing the 
radical faults of the several systems and 
it is these that really need reform. They 
have not succeeded in recommending where 
the sums of money that may be saved 
should be applied to strengthen the general 
whole of our armies. We therefore com- 
mand that this mitter be again taken up 
and studied and reported upon once more 
in a strict and earnest manner, the main 
object being that if we can manage to cut 
down the expense of a single useless soldier 
it will mean the saving of so much to the 
exchequer and the prevention of waste. 
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We desire that not only in the land 
but also in the naval forces intelligent 
aud strong men be enrolled, and these 
are to be strictly disciplined and drilled so 
that whenever desired they may be furces 
to be relied upon to do their duty. 

You are also all to continue to 
obey a previous edict ordering the en- 
rolling of village militia police. This 
force can supplement the regular troops in 
suppressing traitors and overawing the 
desperate. Then again if we could reform 
the Likin Service and strictly prevent the 
excise employees from swallowing up the 
revenues, we have in all these above 
noted measures the nucleus of enriching 
the Empire and possessing b ave and re- 


liable troops to defend the country. There | 


are no other methods that can he superior 
to these for the purpose. At the present 
moment when our empire is undergoing 
such difficulties and our heart is filled 
with anxiety, which keeps us awake day 
and night, because of our desire to reform 
the country, we always try to treat our 
Ministers and officers honestly and in 
a straightforward manner. Why is it then 
that we ourself are not treated in 
return honestly and frankly by our Min- 
isters and officers? We have loaded them 
with honours and high responsibilities, 
where is their gratitude to us for them, 
since it requires exhortations again and 
again from us to remind them of their 
duty? Yet they continue to put a veneer 
over their actions in trying to deceive us ! 
This, however, is our last exhortation to 
them and if we in future find again that 
same laziness and backwardness in aiding 
us in our attempts at reform that have 
been conspicuous before, wo would like 
to know whether these delinquents will 
be able to bear the burden of our 
righteous indignation? Let this decree be 
proclaimed throughout the Empire for 
the information of all concerned. 


17th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Sun Chia-nai, Assistant Grand Secret- 
ary, etc., reports that a book called the Shu- 
lu Kang-yi, written by the late Féug Kuei- 
fén, a former Junior Director of the Super- 
visorate of Instruction, is a very able 
work and well worth reading by scholars 
and students and that the engraved blocks 
for the book are now in the Kuang-jén-tang 
Book-store in Tientsin. Let Jung Lu see 
to it that 1,000 copies of this work be 

rinted at once and sent with all haste to 
eking to the Grand Council Secretariat 


for distribution. Let there be no un- 
necessary delay. 

(2) The other day the Censor Pan Kuei 
used the name of some person in his 
memorial which we failed to recognise and 
we ordered him to explain himself. The 
said Censor now states that the error was 
a clerical one caused by the slip of his 
pen. This was most careless of him and 
he is therefore handed over to the Board 
concerned for the determination of an 
adequate penalty. 

18th July. 
- IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We have received the report of the 
Commandant of the Peking Gendarmerie 
stating that his force had captured eight 
members of a gang of desperadves who had 
been lately robbing the Imperial Granaries 
in the capital, and who with _ fire- 
arms in their hands had compelled the 
watchmen in charge to give up the keys of 
the said granaries. Let the prisoners be 
handed over to the Board of Punishments 
for trial and let strict search for the leader 
of the gang, Hsiao Huang, be made, he 
having succeeded, so far, in making good 
his escape. 

(2) We have received another memorial 
from the same high official reporting the 
capture by his men of six members of a 
gang of grave-riflers and bandits. Let the 
prisoners also be handed over to the Board 
of Punishments for trial and sentence, and 
the said Commandant is hereby ordered to 
send us a list of the officers and men 
who have thus distinguished themselves in 
making the captures in order that they may 
be rewarded for their energy in performing 
their duties. 

(3) With reference to the memorial of 
the Censor Sung Peh-lu suggesting that 
the Chinese Progress magazine, published at 
Shanghai, be made an official organ, we 
hereby command the Imperial High Com- 
missioner in charge of the proposed Peking 
University, Sun Chia-nai, to take the mat- 
ter into consideration for report to us, 


19th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Pan Ching-lan is appointed Censor 
of the Metropolitan Circuit. 

(2) The other day the Censor Chang 
Chung-hsing denounced Lien Kai, Lieut- 
enant-Colonel commanding the Fukien 
Viceregal Left Regiment, of a number of 
misdemeanours and we accordingly com- 
manded Pien Pao-chuan, Viceroy of the 
Min-Ché provinces, to investigate the 
charges. The report of the said Viceroy is 
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now before us in which he states that 
the charges of reducing the number of his 
men in order to pocket their pay and 
demanding bribes from his sub ordinates 
in order to ensure their places in the said 
regimen’, made agaiuvt the said Lieutenant- 
Colonel sre all without any foundation, 
nor was there any mutiny nor attempt at 
mutiny in the Left Regiment as stated by 
the accusing Censor. This being the case 
there is no need of going further into the 
above charges; but the said Viceroy ac- 
cuses the said officer of viving too much 
freedom to his body servants who have 
accordingly been guilty of various misie- 
meanvurs, amongst which has been the 
keeping back of some of the pay of a 
number of cimp followers—soldiers’ ser- 
vanta—for repairing the barracks. Al- 
though it has been proved that the money 
thus obtained was for regimental works 
and was n-t pocketed by the accused 
officer for his own benefit, still the fact 
of his being under the influence of his 
subordinates is met proper and he ° is 
bereby orcvered to be cashiered. With 
regard to the request of the Viceroy Pien 
Pao-chuan whe asks to be penali-ed for 
not having kept a better supervision over 
the conduct of his military oflicers we 
hereby forgive him as an extra token of 
our m: rey. 
20th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
Pien Pao-chuan, Viceroy of Min-Ché, in 
which he denounces General Yang Usi- 
ping, Brigadier-General of tha Tingch: u 
Military Circuit, of cruelty to his soldiers 
and an utter lack of care for their gen ral 
welfare ; he also charges General Hsii Wan- 
fu, acti g B igadier-General of the Chang- 
chou Circuit (Amoy) of lack of discipline 
in hiscommand, We command that the two 
Generals be hereby degraded to the rink 
of Lieutenant-Colonel ag n warning to 
them. <A charge is also made against Li 
Ting-haiin, Commodore of the Inland naval 
squadron, as being atman of great laziness 
and allowing hs son to go about demand- 
ing briles from his father’s subordinates, 
etc. The accused officer is hereby cashier- 
ed as » warning to others, 


THE NEW METHODS OF LITERARY 
EXAMINATIONS. 


(2) We have received a joint memorial 
from Chang Chih-tung and Chén Pao- 
chén, Vicer-y of the Hukuang provinces, 
and Governor of Hunan, respectively, re- 
commending various methods of examina- 
tions in the future M.A. and Doctor 
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competitions in the provinces and at 
Peking. We think their recommendations 
very much to the point and give our 
approval thereon, namely, that at the 
above-named ex-minations they shall still 
he divided as heretofore into thre: series, 
In the first. seriea of the said examinations 
candidates are to he examined in Chinese 
history and the government of the pre- 
sent dynasty, concerning which five short 
essays are to be written. In the second 
series candidates »re !o write five short 
pap rs on modern practical subjecta, 
such as en the Governments of the 
various countries of the five continents 
and also on scientific subjects. And 
at the third and last series candidates 
are t» be examined in the Coufueinn 
Analects and the Five Classics on which two 
short essays are to be written with reference 
to the first and one paper on the second, 
Those passing the first series of examina- 
tions on'y will be allowed to compete at 
the second series and so on and at thee d 
of each series official lists will be published 
showing who had passed and were therefore 
qualified fr the next series. 

With refere.ca to the annual competi- 
tions for the licentiate deyr-e (Hsiutsat) 
the same order of ex»minations is to 
be observed by the Literary Chancellors 
presiding over them. The firs) series of 
examinations are to consist of questions on 
ancient Chinese history, comparing ancient 
with modern affairs, while at the secoud 
series one shor essay is ta be written on 
sub:ects from the Confucian Analects and 
auother essay from the Five Classics. ‘The 
Board of Rites is hereby commanded to 
notify the above matter to all the pro- 
vincin] authorities of the empire who 
in turn shall proclaim these new changes 
to the p-ople at’ large. We have paid 
repevted and most careful attention 
to this subject of the future examinations 
of the scholars of the Empire and 
having arrive! nt the above decision as 
the very best under the circumstances, we 
look to our high officials to give their best 
assins ance to us in prosecuting these 
measures to » successful issue, in order 
that we may get the very best talents and 
abilities for the future government of our 
empire. 
As for beauty in calligraphy which was 

important in examinations hereto- 
fore since it is a necessary adjunct in 
the Historiographer’s ( ffice and in the 
Grand Secretariat, it is not therefore to 
be entirely abolished; but whenever 
we shall require such men we will 
issue a decree calling for them to come 


so 
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and c-mpete for clerkships in the above- 
named departments.. What we really 
aim at now is to give a practic] educa- 
tion to our scholars, and here«fter suc. ess- 
ful candidates for literary degrees will 
uot he selected for their fine penman- 
ship but fer their practical knowledge of 
the subjects in which they shall be in 
future examined. Should there be any- 
thing that may be of advantage to future 
methods of examination which has not 
been t-uched upon we leave it to the said 
Board of Rites to introduce the subjects 
at avy time to us for approval. 

(3) Chén Hsid-f6u, Literary Chancellor 
of Chékiany, is hereby ordered to return 
to Peking to take up his ol! duties and his 
post at Hangchow is hereby given to Tang 
Chin-chung. 

Note.—This last-named official is younger 
brother of the ex-Governor and President 
of the short-lived Formosan Republic 
which was proclaimed -oon after the island 
was ceded to Japan. As for the first- 
named oflicer, being a scholar of the most 
conservative type, he complained to the 
Emperor, upon receiving information of the 
projected scheme of introducing the study of 
inode science into the scho-l curriculum 
of the provine -s, that he would not remain 
in his post under the new régime, being an 
ignoramus. Hence his recall. —Transla/or. 


21st July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


(1) The 28th day of the 6th moon, (15th 
of August) being the (28th) anniversary of 
our li-th we hereby command Kai ‘Lai, 
Prince of Li, Ist ‘‘rder, to conduc the 
sacrificial ceremonies a the Imperial «n- 
cestral Temple in celebration of the occa- 
sion on our b-half. 

(2) Tre same day being set apart for the 
grand annual sacrifices to the Fire God -f 
Peking, we hereby cunmand Kuei Chang 
to proceed to the Templ+ of the said Fire 
God and superintend the s crificial cere- 
monres in connection theres ith, 

(3) The Ist day of the 7th moon (17th 
August) being the commencement of the 
Autunn Season on which occasion it is 
custom «ry to offer specia! sacritices at the 
Imperial Avcest-al Temple we hereby an- 
nounce our inten jon to procred in perron 
to the said Temple and further command 
Priuce Po Ching to sacrifice at the Rear 
Altars while Yin Chang and Hsi Kuang 
are to sacrifice at the Easterns aud Western 
Altars, respectively, on the said occasion. 

(4) As we were proceeding to Eho Park 
this morning we were intercepted on the 
road by a commoner from Shantung pro- 


vince, named Kao Ch‘un-féng, appealing 
for justice. We hereby command the 
Board of Punishments to investigate the 
matter in order that strict justice my be 
dispensed to the said appellant 


22nd July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES 


(1) Appointiug a very large number of 
officials to the Metropolitan and Provincial 
administrations 

(2) We have received a memorial from 
the Censor (héng Sze-chan, a!voc ting 
the immediate repeal of the decree 
sanctioning the purchase and sale of ofticial 
rank. The Board of Revenue is hereby 
commanded to investigate carefully int» 
the matter ond report to us. 

(3) Ké Pao-hua is appointed a Vice- 
Chane+ll: r of the Imperial Clan Court. 


23rd July. 
No papers of intere-t. 


24th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF SPONSORS, 


With reference to the memorial of 
the Censor Ché:g Sze-chan reenumend- 
ing that high officials who have been recom- 
mending to the notice of the Throne men 
who they think are possessed of talents 
aud abilities, be made responsible for 
their protégés’ future conduct in the event 
of .the latters’ passing th+ examinations 
order do by the Vhroue and obtaining 
positions of trust a-d responsibilty, 
we desire it to be known to all teat in 
opeuing the «oor for the introduction of 
young men into our government we have 
been impelled by the desire to see true 
talents and real abilities recommended to 
“ur notice, and not with the intention of 
giving more chances to members of in- 
fluential families to get extra posts in the 
wdinini-tration, Hence we look to all 
ofticia vy in the Metropolitan and Provincial 
adininistrat ons to deserve the confidence 
reposed in them by the acceptance of tha 
men for whom they stand sponsors, by 
casting off from th+m the spirit of fayvour- 
itism and nepotism which has always been 
prevalentin such cases, and recommending 
to us only such men as th-y really believe to 
possess the necessary talents and ab lities 
which may be +f help to us in our reform 
measures. We would therefore warn all 
to be faithful to their duty and allegiance 
t> us, for sponsors will hereafter be made 
responsible fur the conduct of their pro- 
tégés. 
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A LAST APPEAL. 

With the command for the reduction 
of the forces in the provinces by the dis- 
missal of useless members in them it is 
evident thst the safety of the people will 
have to depend in the interim entirely on 
the efficie.ey of the police org misstions. 
We have in this connection repeatedly 
exhorted our Viceroys and Governors to 
make provisions for an efficient force of 
police in each province in order to supple- 
ment the str: ngth of the redue-d battalions 
during their process of reorganisation ; 
but so far it seems that little notice 
has been taken of our commands. Now 
we make a last appeal to all the high 
provincial authorities to show more energy 
and interest in theic work, impressing 
the importance of the measure upon their 
subordinates, the local authorities, and we 
hereby warn all that if in the future we 
still find that lack of enthusiasm and 
obedience to our commands, thedeli.quen's 
will be punished to the utmost severity of 
the law, and no mercy will be shown 
hereafter. 

25th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

THE VICEROY CHANG'S FAMOUS BOOK. 

We have r-ceived from the hands of 
Huang Shan-chi, Reader of the Haalin 
Academy, a copy of Ch:ng Chih-tung’s 
rec-nt Essays on Exhortations to Study, a 
caveful perusal of which convinces us that 
these essays will be of great benefit and 
instruction to the literati of the Empire. 
We hereby command that tue other forty 
copies of the same work which the said 
Hanlin Reader has presented to us_ be 
seut'o the Gr-nd Council for distribution 
to the various Viceroys and Governors 
with instructions to repruduce as many 
copies as possible for dissemination »mongst 
the students and scholars of the c-untry, 

26th July. 
IMPERIAL DECRFES. 

DISTINCTION TO A FORMER AUTIIOR. 

We have received a memorial from the 
Aasistant Grand Secretary, Sun Chia-nai, 
recommending the books on ordinary topics 
of Government written by one Féng 
Kuei-fén fer distribution amongst the 
various Boards and Minor Courts in the 
capital for the instruction of the Minis- 
ters and officers therein. We have therefore 
commande! Jung Lu to hasten the re- 
production of the said books. When the 
proofs shall have been printed, the Grand 
Secretariat shall diligently go into them 
eliminating only such as shall not be of 


practical use, thus producing a_ revised 
edition of the said works. Ten days are 
hereby given for the completion of this 
revision, when a report on it must be 
presented to us. 


TUK EMPEROR'S LOVE OF JUSTICE. 


With reference to the appeal case of 
the commover Chao Li-shih, a woman of 
Chihli prevince, wich we order d the 
Board of Punishment: to investigate, we 
hereby command that all the documents 
and evidence relating to the said case be 
sent to the Assictant Grand Secretary Sun 
Chia-nai, Governor Adjoint, and Hu Yii- 
fén, Governor of Peking, for settlement by 
these two officers, owing to the inability 
of the said Boa:d to settle the case ina 
satisfactory manner. The said Board is 
also further commanded to send the said 
appellant to the Governor of Peking’s 
yaméu to give evidence in the matter. 


27th July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wu Ch‘éng-lu, Provincial Judge of 
Kiangsu, is promoted Provincial Treasurer 
of Fukien, and Lu Yuan-ting, Grain Inten- 
dant of the Soo-Sung prefectures of Kiang- 
su, is promoted Provincial Judge of the 
same province vice Wu Ch‘éng-lu promoted 
as above. 

(2) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial Adminis- 
trations as expectant officials. 

(3) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie, Chung Li, reports the capture 
of six desperadoes who had been guilty of 
robbing a number of graves in the suburbs 
of Peking. After « sharp conflict with 
the desperadoes in which two were killed 
and one soldier, the six were afterwards 
captured. Let the men be turned over to 
the Board of Punishments for sentence 
according to the laws of the country. 


28th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Jung Lu, Viceroy of Chihli, and 
Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of the Hukuang 
provinces, are appointed High Conmission- 
ers to direct the construction of the Lu- 
Han (Peking-Hankow Railway) and other 
proposed railways. 

(2) T‘ung Tsé (Manchu) prefect of Soo- 
chow is hereby promoted Grain Intendant 
of the Soo-Sung (Soochow and Sungkiang) 
prefectures of Kiangsu, vice Lu Yuan-ting 
promoted Provincial Judge of the same. 

(3) As the post of prefect of Soochow, 
vacated by T‘ung Tsé promoted as above, 
is a very important and difficult post, let 
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the Viceroy of the Liangkiang and the 
Governor of Kiangsu select from among all 
the substantive prefects within their juris- 
diction the man they consider best fitted 
for the above post and let them appoint 
Hsii Yeh-fén to the prefecture vacated by 
the ofticer of their choice. 

(4) In a joint report T‘an Chung-lin, 
Viceroy of the Two Kuang provinces, and 
Hsii Cheng-yi, Governor of Kuangtung, 
state that the troops sent by them to Kuangsi 
to assist the Governor of that province in 
crushing the rebellion there had succeeded 
in gaining several battles against the rebels 
in the vicinity of Wuchou and Yiilin. They 
further report that the Kuangtung troops 
started for the field regardless of the 
intense heat of the time from which they 
suffered a great deal making forced marches 
in the night to get up with the rebels and 
relieve the cities besieged by many tens of 
thousands of the rebels. The Kuangtung 
troops first relieved the city of T‘sénchi- 
hsien and then did the same with Wu- 
chou and Yilin. Generals P‘an Wén-k‘ai 
and Liu Pang-shéng were then detached 
with a large force to relieve Popai city 
where they also defeated the rebels and 
raised the siege. The rebels then retreat- 
ed to Yiilin, but our troops following close 
up, they had to leave that town again. 
The troops fought well and so the rebels 
found it impossible to make a strong 
stand against them, in consequence of 
which the cities of Hsingyi and Peiliu 
were also successively relieved and re- 
captured on the 15th and 16th of July, 
respectively. Furthermore, ex-General 
P‘an Ying-lien, at the head of a 
volunteer force raised by himself, attack- 
ed the rebels at Luch‘uan on the 18th of 
July and retook the city after a hard fight. 
On that day while the Fangkuei and 
Mushan regiments were marching towards 
Luch‘uan they met the rebels fleeing from 
that city and » battle again took place result- 
ing in the general dispersal of the rebels into 
the hills. The two regiments then hurried 
on to Yiilin and joined the other troops 
in attacking the rebels at Yangch‘un. 
Indications therefore give ground for the 
hope of crushing the rebellion and the 
pacification of the province of Kuangsi at 
an early date. As for the rebels in the other 
districts, Huang Huai-sén, Governor of the 
province, and the Provincial Commander- 
in-Chief, Su Yuan-ch‘un, have ample forces 
with them to quell the rebellion in that 
part of the country. In this matter T‘an 
Chung-lin and his colleagues, having suc- 
ceeded in so short a time in compassing 
the recapture of two citics and raising the 
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sieges of four, show that proper effectiveness 
and speed have been exercised considering 
the formidableness of the rebellion in 
Kuangsi. We therefore enjoin upon the said 
Viceroy not to relax his measures for the 
complete pacification of the province at an 
early date, and he is to send us regular 
reports of his operations in order that our 
anxiety in the matter may be relieved. 


29th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Jung Ch‘uan (Manchu) is hereby 
transferred to be prefect of Tientsin and 
Wu Chih-Ch‘éng is appointed prefect of 
Tamingfu, of Chihli province, vice Jung 
Ch‘uan as above noted. 

(2) E-Ké-tang-4, Tartar-General and 
Viceroy of Féngtien (Lower Manchuria) 
reports that, as the repairs contemplated to 
be made to the Fulin mausolea, (tombs of 
the ancestors of the present Tatsing dynas- 
ty—Translator) are to be on such a large 
and important scale, he prays that a day be 
chosen for the commencement of the said 
repairs. The Imperial Astronomical Board 
is therefore hereby commanded to choose 
from the Almanac a propitious day and 
hour in the present 6th moon, for the 
beginning of the repairs in question, and to 
notify the same at once to the memorialist 
in order that he may reverentially obey our 
commands. 

(3) We have received a memorial from 
the Commander of the Peking Gendarmerie 
suggesting the names of certain officers 
and men of his force, who have this year 
distinguished themselves by energy and 
bravery in capturing banditti and despera- 
does infesting the Imperial Prefecture of 
Shuntienfu. The Board of War is hereby 
commanded to examine the said hst and 
report thereon to us, as soon as possible. 

(4) We have received a memorial from 
the Vice-President of the Board of Rites, 
Li Tuan-fén, recommending that an edict 
be issued to the provincial authorities to 
select well-known gentry and _ notables 
under their several jurisdictions to head 
the project of establishing provincial col- 
leges and schools as feeders to the Univer- 
sity at Peking, etc. As the said Imperial 
University will soon be started by the Dir- 
ector-in-Chief, it is necessary that prepara- 
tories for the institution be at once started 
in the provincial cities, without loss of time. 
We therefore specially urge upon our 
Viceroys and Governors to make no further 
delay in starting this project, and they are 
further commanded forthwith to select a 
certain number of the gentry and notables 
of cach district city, sub-prefecture, and 


JuLy 29—Auza, 4.] 


49 


prefecture to form a Local Committee for 
the establishment of a preparatory college, 
or school as the case may be, in their 
several cities. The gentry selected should 
be learned scholars, opulent and well-known 
within the radius of their special cities, 
so that the masses may trust in and be- 
lieve the bona fides of the schools to be 
established. Let the said Viceroys and 
Governors diligently and earnestly obey 
our commands and report from time to 
time to us upon the progress of their work. 
Let each one seek to accomplish speedily 
the duty set before him and deserve the 
confidence and trust of his sovereign. 

(5) The same memorialist further recom- 
mends the revision of the rules and regu- 
lations regarding the trial of cases before 
the tribunals of the various Boards and 
Courts, and also to make a thorough over- 
haul of the cases now standing in the 
records of the said yaméns. This is a most 
important suggestion, and if attended to in 
a thorough manner will prevent numerous 
frauds which now help to fill the pockets 
of the permanent staff of ofticials in these 
yaméns, such as scribes, clerks, runners, etc. 
We therefore command the high Ministers 
concerned to instruct their secretaries to 
make strict examination into the records of 
the various tribunals containing the names 
of litigants and their cases, so that these 
may be decided upon at once and thereby 
clear the yaméns of innumerable cases that 
have been waiting for years for settlement. 


We enjoin upon the high Board officials to - 


make this reformation in their several de- 
partments sv that everything may start on a 
fresh and clean basis, and new practical 
modes of procedure inaugurated in order to 
lighten the burdens of the people and 
enable them to get justice without having 
to bribe for it. Let no one attempt to stop 
this reform measure by putting forward the 
plea that there is no precedent for deciding 
such and such a case in so speody a manner, 
and other frivolous excuses. Should there 
happen instances for which there really is 
no just precedent to go by, we permit the 
officials concerned to report to us and ask 
for instructions, and we will make a 
precedent fitting the case in question. Let 
a certain time be granted the various secre- 
taries of Boards and Courts to complete their 
work of revision and reform, and so finish 
this important measure at an early date. 


30th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Appointing nearly a hundred expectant 
ofticials to substantive posts in the Metro- 
politan and Provincial administrations. 


31st July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Sung Shou (Manchu) recently appointed 
Provincial Treasurer of Kiangning (Upper 
Kiangsu) is hereby promoted Governor of 
Kiangsi, vire Té Shou (Manchu) trans- 
ferred to the Governorship of Kiangsu, 
vice Kuei Chun (Manchu) promoted Viceroy 
of Szechuan. 

1st August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liangkiang 
provinces, reports that Lung Chan-ling, 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Punishments, who is at present on leave of 
absence in his home in Kiangsu, has not 
been able to recover his health although the 
time graciously allowed him by the Throne 
to do so has passed, and, as it is feared that 
the maladies of the said Lung Chan-ling will 
take a long time to cure, the memorialist 
prays on the said Junior Vice-President’s 
behalf to permit him to resign his post. 
The prayer is granted and Lung Chan-ling 
is hereby permitted to retire from office. 


_ 2nd August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) E. K‘6-tang-4, Tartar-General and 
Viceroy of Féngtien, reporting upon the 
repairs necessary to be made to the Liao 
River bunding, in front of the living 
oftices and Imperial waiting rooms con- 
nected with the Junglin mausolea at 
Moukden, suggests that, as the work to be 
done is of some magnitude, an auspicious 
day be selected for the commencement of 
the said repairs. We hereby command the 
Astronomical Board to reverentially select a 
propitious day and hour in the present 6th 
moon for beginning said work and to notify 
the same to the memorialist in order that 
he may make the due preparations for said 
ceremonies. 

(2) As Jung Ho (Manchu) is now absent 
from Peking on special duty, his post of 
Brigadier-General of the Bordered Yellow 
Banner Corps of the Imperial Foot Guards 
is temporarily given to Yung Lung to act 
ad interim. 


3rd August. 
No papers of interest. 


4th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, | 
(1) With reference to the first-class 
senior-licentiates of the various provinces 
who came up recently for their special 
examinations for positions as expectant 
officials in the provincial government, Li 


Shéng-mu and his twenty-five fellow can- 
didates of the first-class (names given in 
list) are hereby appointed expectant dis- 
tricb magistrates, and Ch‘én Ch‘i-san and 
his twenty-five companions of the second 
class (names also given) are appointed 
expectant directors of studies for district 
cities. 

(2) Sun Chia-nai, Assistant Grand Se- 
cretary and Governor Adjoint of Peking, 
has presented a memorial recommending 
the establishment of Preparatory Academies 
in Peking, one for each of the five 
‘‘cities ” of the capital, to instruct junior 
students for entrance into the proposed 
Imperial Peking University, and suggests 
that we should give commands for the 
Censors and Hanlins to send up sugges- 
tions and propositions as to how to set 
about the formation of these Preparatories, 
etc. We heartily acknowledge the neces- 
sity for such academies in order to prepare 
M.A.’s, first-class licentiates, and members 
of the Imperial Academy, living outside 
of Peking, for their entrince examina- 
tions into the New University. We, there- 
fore, now command the Censors of the 
five ‘“‘cities” of Peking to take steps in 
this matter and get the gentry and notables 
living within their several jurisdictions to 
proceed with all haste and establish the said 
Preparatory Academies therein, in order 
that, when the proposed Peking University 
shall have been established, there shall be 
ready scholars qualified for entrance into 
the junior classes, year by year. This is 
our special desire for the advancement of 
modern education in our empire. As for 
the regulations for the proposed University 
we command the memorialist to continue 
his exertions in that direction and finish 
this duty as soon as possible. 


5th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


Lien Shun (Manchu), Imperial Agent at 
Urga (K‘ulun), in reporting the various 
amounts contributed by the Princes, Dukes, 
and nobles of the Khalka Mongol Con- 
federation for the forwarding of our Re- 
form schemes, asks whether the rewards 
from the Throne in recognition of their 
patriotism are to follow the usual rule 
obtaining in cases of national emergency. 
In this connection the memorialist also 
reports similar contributions from petty 
Mongol chiefs living at the frontier posts 
along the Russian frontiers (K‘alun, or 
Karun in Mongolia). The other day the 
Mongol Princes, Dukes and nobles of 
the T‘ushet‘u and Tsetsén Khanates of 
the Khalka Confederation or Nation, the 


Cheptsun Dampa Hut‘ukht‘u (Lamaist 
Saint), Shapi, and the petty chiefs of the 
various frontier posts aforesaid having 
contributed the aggregate amount of TIs. 
200,000 we considered it but right that 
their patriotism should be recognised by us, 
and we accordingly commanded that each 
contributor should be given, in proportion to 
the amount subscribed by him to the pat- 
riotic fund, Chao Hsin Bonds equivalent in 
value theretv so that they may, after a 
certain period, be reimbursed for what they 
gave, with the annual interest in accordance 
vith the regulations of said Bonds. But 
aow, according to the above memorial of 
Lien Shun, the Princes, Dukes, etce., con- 
cerned pray that they may be permitted to 
refuse the acceptance of the said Chao 
Hsin Bonds as they have contributed volun- 
tarily and heartily to the patriotic fund 
with no expectation of reward or return 
thereon. We are much pleased by this 
token of loyalty and patriotism of the 
above-named, and hereby command the 
Mongolian Superiutendency and Board of 
Revenue to consult together as to what 
rewards should be given to the said contri- 
butors in lieu of the said Chao Hsin Bonds. 
It is also hereby commanded that the petty 
chiefs of the said frontier posts be also 
included in the selection of rewards. But 
in the future if others subscribe towards 
the patriotic fund they are, as usual, to be 
reimbursed by the granting of Chao Hsin 
Bonds, this granting of the rewards to the 
Mongols being a special matter. 


6th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The members of the Grand Council 
have this morning been verbally instructed 
by us to notify the other members of the 
Imperial Court and Ministers of the Six 
Boards and Nine Courts that all officers, 
high and low, whose turn it will be to be 
on duty at Court on the 8th and 1ith of 
this month will be required to appear at 
Court in full dress costume. 

(2) Hsiang Lin (Manchu), Military Licu- 
tenant-Governor of Kalgan, reports the 
death of Yi Ch‘ung-& (Mongol), Deputy 
Military Governor of the Ch‘ahar Mon- 
gols, and prays that the usual Govern- 
ment grant be given his family in 
recognition of the services of the de- 
ceased. The late Yi Ch‘ung-& appears to 
have risen from the rank of a petty mili-. 
tary officer, and by his bravery and brilliant 
services during the Nienfei rebellion, fight- 
ing against them in Chihli, Shantung, and 
Honan provinces and subsequently in the 
recent fighting in Manchuria, was gradually 
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promoted to successive posts of honour until 
he arrived at the high dignity he held at the 
time of his death. The deceased oflicer also 
showed special ability in governing fronticr 
posts, and we regret, learning of the death 
of this valuable officer. We hereby com- 
mand that posthumous honours be granted 
tv him in the category of distinguished 
ofticers who die in harness, and that the 
usual extraordinary money grant in such 
cases be given to the deceased Governor’s 
family. 

(3) Ming Hsin (Manchu), Lieutenant- 
General of the Manchu Bordered Red 
Banner Organisation, at Peking, is hereby 
appointed Deputy Military Governor of 
Ch‘ahar, vice Yi-Ch‘ung-a, deceased, and 
the former’s post of Lieutenant-General of 
the said Bordered Red Banner is hereby 
given to Ch‘ung Ch ‘ing (Manchu). 


7th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Féng Chin-ch‘ien is appointed Censor and 
Keeper of the Seal of the Board of Re- 
venue. 

8th August. 
No papers of interest. 


9th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
the Assistant Grand Secretary, Sun Chia- 
nai, containing eight regulations for the 
government of the propgsed Imperial Pek- 
ing University, together with an outline of 
vhe scope of the said University. The 
memorialist has apparently combined and 
harmonised for the University the most 
valuable and feasible of the regulations 
and rules obtaining in Japanese and 
Kuropean Universities with the learned 
suggestions of high officials both in 
Peking and in the provinces and al- 
though it appears that they are slightly 
diffuront from the memorialist’s previous 
memorials on the subject, they, however, 
all seem to be simple and easy to put 
into practice. For it must be remembered 
that numerous suggestions must crop up 
every now and then in a matter of this 
kind, and as we are all new to such an in- 
stitution and just making a beginning, the 
memorialist has shown wisdom and ability 
in changing his first crude suggestions for 
something better and more feasible as they 
became known to him through the assist- 
ance of experienced advisers. 

[Note—When suggestions are made to 
the Emperor it is a breach of etiquette to 
deviate from them especially when they 


have already received the Imperial ap- 
proval. His Majesty’s words above, are 
wpparently meant to prevent the Conserva- 
tive Party from picking holes in Sun Chia- 
nai’s memorial, which if any cpposing 
Censor or ofticial’ should memorialise 
against, as he has a right to do it being 
a breach of etiquette, this would have 
condemned Sun Chia-nai to a penalty 
of some sort or even removal from his post 
of Organiser-in-Chief of the proposed 
University.—Tvanslator. ]} 

We, therefore, hereby command the 
said Sun Chia-nai to pr ceed earnestly 
and diligently in his proposed course, 
the accomplishment of which shall be 
his special duty. As regards the site of 
the proposed University, we have already 
selected the building known as Kwng-so 
or Assembly-house of the Six Boards, 
to act as temporary quarters for the 
members of the institution, and we further 
command the Imperial Household Depart- 
ment to see to the repairing thereof, 
and the furniture for the students and 
faculty. The said Department is moreover 
commanded to complete the task as soon as 
possible and hand over the premises im- 
mediately to the Director-General of the 
University, Sun Chia-nai, in order that the 
University may be opened on the day 
selected for the same. Let there on no 
account be any unnecessary delay or tardi- 
ness in the matter. With reference to the 
luggestion that a special honour be granted 
is advance to the Head of the University 
inaculty, Dr. Wm. P. Martin (Ting Wei- 
Fang) in recognition of his previous services 
and to encourage him to further efforts we 
hereby grant him the brevet button of the 
second rank as a special honour. The 
Board of Civil Appointments is command- 
ed to take note of this. 

Note :—This honour requires Dr. Martin 
to be addressed as Ta-jén, or Your Excel- 
lency—Translator. 

(2) The other day the Assistant Grand 
Secretary, Sun Chia-nai, reported favoura- 
bly on the suggestion to turn the Chinese 
Progress magazine published at Shanghai, 
into a Government organ and recom- 
mended that K'ang Yii-wei should be 
appointed Chief Director of this journal. 
At the same time Liao Shou-héng, Pre- 
sident of the Board of Punishments, 
personally suggested in an audience with 
us that, in future, in all matters regard- 
ing government subsidised newspapers 
K‘ang Yti-wei should be permitted to con- 
sult solely with Sun Chia-nai. We, there- 
fore, accordingly commanded the Tsungli 
Yamén to inform the said K‘ang Yii-wei 
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of what had been decided [{ Note—K ‘ang 
Yii-wei at this time held the position of 
Special Adviser to the Tsungli Yamén— 
Translator.| and instruct him to take up 
his new appointment. 

We are now in receipt of a further 
memorial from Sun Chia-nai in which he 
states that a government newspaper should 
have as its aim the duty of enlighten- 
ing the officials and educating the masses 
and to make the wants and needs of the 
latter known to the former. This is similar 
to the ancient custom of officials calling 
upon the people for poems and literary 
essays in order to find out the thoughts 
filling the minds of the masses at the time 
under them, in accordance with which 
people were at liberty to write to their 
officials on all sorts of subjects—such as on 
colleges and studies, on agricultural matters 
and commerce, on military matters and 
ways and means to enrich the land, ete. 
The memorialist therefore suggests that 
it will be most important to grant liberty 
and license to newspapers to write freely 
and succinctly on all topics whether ad- 
vantageous or disastrous to the country, 
thereby giving warning notes and assisting 
those in power how to remedy matters and 
the like. These newspapers, moreover, 
could translate the news and editorials of 
foreign newspapers for the enlightenment 
and knowledge of officials and merchants, 
students and people, of what is going on 
in other countries. Such newspapers would 
then be moro than valuable not only to 
local administrations but also to enlighten 
all as to what is proper in regard to foreign 
intercourse. The memorialist, therefore, 
further suggests that a regular sum of 
money be put apart for the support of this 
newspaper in the future, so that there may 
be no hitch in giving the subsidy regularly 
and at stated periods. We hereby com- 
mand that the subsidy asked for the said 
government newspaper be the same as that 
granted to the Government Book-printing 
Bureau, and the Viceroy of the Liangkiang 
provinces is now commanded to pay to the 
Chief Director of the said newspaper the 
sum of Tls.1,000 per month, while to start 
the venture the further sum of Tls. 6,000 
shall be granted by him. 

The price paid by subscribers in all parts 
of the empire for the said paper shall be 
the same as that usually paid for news- 
papers owned by merchants. The Viceroys 
and Governors of the various provinces are 
hereby further commanded to make detail- 
ed lists of all civil and military officials 
under their several jurisdictions, various 
bureaux, colleges and schools, etc., in fact 


all who wish to subscribe to the Chinese 
Progress newspaper and send said lists to 
the Government Book-printing Bureau, 
also at Shanghai, which shall then regularly 
forward said paper to the subscribers. The 
money paid for the newspapers shall follow 
the Hupeh regulations, that is to say, the 
head yamén of the province requiring any 
newspaper shall advance the money to the 
newspaper oftices concerned so as tu guard 
the Jatter against loss. Now all newspapers 
must make it their aim to write broadly 
and plainly and in a liberal spirit on all 
subjects affecting the welfare of the 
Empire ; they should not be circumscribed 
in their efforts to enlighten their readers, 
nor should they refrain from writing 
boldly against all frauds and misgovern- 
ment thereby preventing us from learning 
the exact truth and facts. We should 
think there are rules and regulations 
guiding editors of newspapers in foreign 
countries as to what their true duty and 
scope should be and we hereby com-' 
mand K ‘ang Yii-wei to find these out and 
modify them to suit the conditions existing 
in this Empire. And he shall make a copy 
of them to send to Sun Chia-nai who shall 
then present the same to us for approval. 


10th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


At the present time when the country 
is struggling with burdens and difficulties 
we have come to the conclusion that if we 
wish to make ourselves strong once more 
there is no other way then to cast away 
from us the old régime and inaugurate a 
modern one. Some time ago when it be- 
came apparent to us that our high officers 
in the Capital as well as in the provinces 
were for the major part inclined to the 
folly of preserving the semblance of old and 
obsolete institutions we issued to them an 
earnest exhortation to wake up and study 
modern requirements and post themselves 
on what was going on in the world and 
warned them from following the footsteps 
and faults of the antiquated Sung and Ming 
dynasties. Indeed we wrote so strongly 
on the folly of such things that the repeat- 
ed issuance of special laws could not be 
framed more strongly nor more earnestly. 
But it may be perhaps that our officers, 
high and low, do not entirely grasp the 
scheme we have in mind. This scheme 
indeed is vast and profound in its scope 
and the mind naturally gets confused at 
the innumerable matters to be undertaken. 
Hence new subjects will always be cropping 
up which require careful examination in 
order to give effect to the most feasible 
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and practical suggestions thereon. If 
therefore you meet such matters requiring 
your attention you should all earnestly try 
to grasp your subjects and determine upon 
the course to be pursued. Never resort to 
the usual habit of merely asking for super- 
ficial attainment and have a care how you 
still adher e to antiquated methods in order 
to save yourselves trouble. Beware how 
you put ona false mask, pretending on 
your faces to be eager to embrace the 
practical way but in your hearts deter- 
mined to disobey our commands and there- 
by thwarting our most earnest wishes. 
We cannot forgive such hypocrites who 
will only cause delay and embarrassment 
to our schemes for our country’s welfare. 
Now China's weakness really lies in her 
lazy officials and the deep-rootedness of 
all ancient vices. Hence our officers, 
high and low, should earnestly seek to 
avoid following such faults or allow 
them to occur under your jurisdictions. 
Look, therefore, at Ch‘én Pao-chén. Since 
his appointment to the Governorship of 
Hunan, observe how earnestly he has 
worked for Reform! See how by constant 
effort he has as it were, hammered the 
advantages of practical modern reform into 
the minds of gentry and literati of that 
province and has brought them to join him 
in his efforts in that direction. You should 
all strive to follow that Governor’s practi- 
cal earnestness and diligent energy. If 
any there be who still try to follow the 
letter of antiquated usages such men should 
forthwith be punished for they have thus 
preved their unfitness to be entrusted with 
posts of responsibility. As regards those 
who are required to assist in reforming the 
customs and laws concerning the masses of 
the countrymen, young men of ability are 
urgently required in this direction. Last 
year it was suggested that the secret aries of 
the various classes in the Six Boards should 
be examined as to their attainments and 
abilities. We now command the high 
Ministers of the said Buards forthwith to 
set diligently to work in examining their 
secretaries and reconmend to us_ those 
who ure really brilliant and practical in their 
talents and we will at once appoint such to 
the posts where they may assist us in our 
great scheme of reform; but we shall not 
hesitate to punish those who recommend to 
us useless men. We see no other way to 
benefit the country unless we set earnestly 
to work in changing the present stagnant 
state of affairs and you all must sympathise 
with our trouble and extreme difticulties in 
getting things done in the proper way. 
We cannot explain in a short edict al our 
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heart’s desires and will once more in the 
near future try to enlighten our officers high 
and low, as to what must be done. In 
the meanwhile let each and all of you brush 
up your faculties and assist us in our 
object. Do not try to follow the old 
custom of hiding facts from your superior 
officers. Let all do their duty and their best 
for the advancement of their country and 
we can hope soon to see a practical govern- 
ment gaining strength and life day after 
day—which is your Sovereign's most earnest 
wish. 

(2) China began the establishment of a 
modern seagoing navy many years ago; 
but to obtain men of ability and with 
thorough knowledge of their work there 
must be eflicient schools for the education 
and instruction of such men. This is the 
root of success. We therefore hereby 
command the High Commissioner of the 
Peiyang and Nanyang administrations and 
the Viceroys and Governors of mari- 
time provinces to consult on what must 
be done to attain this end, as_ well 
as the establishment of training ships, 
etc. Railways and mines being cry- 
ing necessities of the present moment, 
as China is just on the threshold of these 
branches of modern industry aud advance- 
ment, schools for them also should be 
established without delay for unless we 
have them we shall not in the future con- 
trol and manage our own railways and 
mines but must depend on foreign talent. 
At all important centres of railways and at 
the capital of ench mining province then 
there should be established such schools for 
the instruction and education of our youths 
and an earnest effort should therefore be 
begun at once to this end. We hereby 
command Wang Wén-shao and Chang Yin- 
huan to join together and consult on what 
steps should be undertaken to start the 
nbove schemes at an early date, and report 
in detail to us for approval. 


11th August. 
No papers of interest. 


12th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Jui To-pu (Manchu) is appointed Salt 
Intendant of the Ch‘ang-Pao Circuit of Hu- 
nan Province, vice Huang Chun-hsien 
(Wong Kung-doo, a strong member of the 
Reform Party) who is commanded to come 
up to Peking for appointment to a higher 
post. 

13th August. 


No papers of interest. 
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14th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Lien Yuan (Manchu) is appointed Pro- 
vincial Judge of Anhui ; Shen Shou-ch‘ien 
is ordered to be transferred to the Hui- 
Ch‘ao-Chia Intendancy of Kuangtung pro- 
vince, and his former post of Intendant of 
the Yen-Yi-Ts‘ao-Chia Circuit of Shan- 
tung province, is hereby given to P‘éng 
Yii-sun. 

15th August. 


No papers of interest. 


16th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
A REEORM TRANSLATING BUREAU. 


Sun Chia-nai, Assistant Grand Secretary, 
etc., presents a memorial on behalf of 
Liang Ch‘i-tsao, M.A., ex-Editor of the 
Chinese Progress Magazine, with reference 
to certain regulations suggested by him in 
regard to the proposed institution at 
Shanghai of a Government Translating 
Bureau for the translation into Chinese of 
Western Works on Science, Arts, and Litera- 
ture, and text-books for schools and col- 
leges, over which said Bureau the said 
Liang Ch‘i-tsao was, the other day, ap- 
pointed by us to take charge. As the 
establishment of the Imperial Peking Uni- 
versity will naturally require a large number 
of text books on Western Arts, Science, and 
Literature, it is necessary that work on 
the translation thereof should be begun 
with all speed, and upon perusing the said 
M.A.’s ten suggestions they seem to be 
quite feasible and to the point, and we 
hereby approve of them. Furthermore, 
as we are only on the threshold of reform 
in this direction, and inexperienced, it is 
important that steps should be taken to 
provide for its future maintenance in a pro- 
per and lasting manner and hence a large 
sum of money ought to be appropriated 
for the above work and for the purchase 
of printing machinery and American text 
books, It is suggested also that Tls. 10,000 
a year will be required for a Bureau of 
this sort, but in order that there may be no 
hitch for want of a proper estimate at the 
beginning, we hereby command that the 
Bureau be granted Tis. 1,000 per mensem 
or Tls. 12,000 per annum for maintenance 
and another extra grant of Tls. 2,000 per 
mensem to pay high class scholars and 
qualified translators to do the work in 
view. The Board of Revenue is hereby 
commanded to make the above provision 
commencing with the Ist day of the 7th 
moon (17th August, current) the amounts 
named herein to be paid to the Director 


of the said Bureau monthly, in advance ; 
the said Board is forbidden to make any 
delay in paying out this grant in the 
manner commanded by us. We further 
command that all haste should be made to 
commence the Peking University and also 
the Government Chinese Progress Magazine, 
and if there still be not sufficient money in 
hand for the purpose Sun Chia-nai is here- 
by authorised to memorialise us as often 
as he needs such funds. He is further 
commanded to superintend the repairs 
now being made to the Assembly Buildings 
by the Imperial Household Department 
for the use of the University, in order that 
all haste be observed to inaugurate the 
institution. In our desire to reform our 
government and the education of the people 
economy is a secondary matter; still our 
Ministers must not be reckless nor ex- 
travagant and they should disburse what is 
actually needed and not cause a hitch by 
a fallacious economy. To this purpose, 
therefore, we have always tried to leave 
a large margin in our grants for reform 
works so that there need be no delay in 
pushing everything to a successful termina- 
tion. 
17th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Appointing a large number of expectant 
officials to the Metropolitan and Provincial 
administrations. 

18th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Commandant of the Peking Gendar- 
merie reports the capture by his men, 
after a desperate fight in which several 
soldiers were wounded, of six desperadoes 
belonging toa notorious gang of banditti 
who have been terrorising both the suburbs 
of Peking as well as neighbouring districts 
by their daring depredations and the 
cold-blooded murder of their victims. 
We hereby command that these bandits 
(names given) be handed over to the 
Board of Punishments for trial and punish- 
ment according to the law of the land. 
Further that, after sentences shall have 
been given by the said Board in the above 
case, the said Commandant shall be pri- 
vileged to send up to us the names of the 
officers and men who distinguished them- 
selves in the capture of these desperadocs. 


19th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 
THE NEW REGULATIONS FOR LITERARY 
EXAMINATIONS. 
Having made. up our minds to change 
the style and subjects of examinations for 
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literary degrees we gave our consent to 
the joint memorial of the Viceroy Chang 
‘Chih-tung and Governor Chén Pao-chén of 
Hunan concerning the mode of procedure 
to be observed in said examinations, and 
we commanded the Board of Rites accord- 
ingly to notify the high authorities of all 
the provinces of the Empire to make the 
necessary changes in the curriculum of 
studies in all the schools and colleges of 
the land,in accordance with the regulations 
approved of by us, such as the substitution 
of practical essays and the prohibition of 
Wénchang and such-like obsolete and 
empty methods for the attainment of 
literary eminence, thereby erasing at one 
stroke all useless studies for modern ones 
of practical everyday use. Now the cus- 
tom of Palace Examinations before the 
Emperor is a most important ceremony 
and is the culmination of literary aspira- 
tions, hence we have ever tried to use 
due care in selecting only men _ of 
true ability and talent to be the recipients 
of the highest degree [Chinshih or Doctor's 
degree—Translutor] dispensed at the hands 
of the Sovereign. We therefore now 
ordain that the results obtained at these 
Doctor examinations shall, in the future, be 
the basis for the distribution of substantive 
governmental posts to the successful 
candidates, but that the Palace Examination 
or Full-dress Ceremony [fr selection of 
Hanlins—Ti anslator] shall be stopped for 
the future. It should be understood that 
we make these changes in the literary 
examinations for the sake of obtaining true 
talent and worth and a desire to do away 
with superficial practices, hence our prohi- 
bition of such things as the various styles 
of poetry in future examinations, as well as 
the abolishment of fine penmanship, etc., 
which used to be considered so essential to 
the attainment of Literature par excellence, 
‘and it 1s our earnest hope that the literati 
and masses of the empire will take this as 
an eurnest of our desire to advance solid, 
practical learning in place of the obsolete, 
superficial practices which have been the 
bane and ruin of our country. 

[Note.—The candidate who attains the 
degree of Doctor or Chinshih has really 
got to the end of his studies. At the 
Full-dress Ceremony in the Palace before 
the Emperor—after the end of the Doctor's 
examinations—the new Doctors are seated 
cross-legged, or journeyman fashion, on 
the floor and before each is set a stool 
or small table on which paper, pen and 
ink are placed. The Emperor then 
issues a subject for an essay which 
the new Doctors must compose before His 


Majesty on the spot, using the stools as 
writing table—a most irksome task to do 
to any one unused to sit journeyman 
fashion and hence always practised before- 
hand by Southerners who are accustomed 
to sit on chairs and who have obtained their 
M.A. degree, so as to be prepared for this 
very examination when they shall have 
become Doctors. With Northerners, their 
long intercourse and acquaintance with 
the Tartar customs have naturally made 
them familiar with and accustomed to 
sit on the floor in this wise for hours, 
At the completion of one hour, or, 
perhaps, a little more, the essays are 
gathered by the eunuchs present and 
the best penmen are then chosen for the 
Hanlin degree, without regard to the 
style or substance of the essays themselves. 
Hence the term Han-lin, or ‘‘ Forest of 
Pencils,” meaning that the successful man 
had obtained this title of Literatus par 
excellence by virtue of his fine manipula-~ 
tion of the pencil or pen. This is why the 
Emperor in his decree says that what he 
seeks is solid and true learning and there- 
fore abolishes this ‘‘ Full-dress ’ Ceremony 
or caligraphic competition. —Translator.] 
20th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

The Court of Censors have presented 
to us a memorial on behalf of one Ho 
Chén-kuei, an M.A., of Hunan province, 
containing suggestions as to reformation in 
examinations for military degrees and in 
the organisation of the militia forces of the 
Empire. We hereby command that the 
said suggestions be sent to the Board of 
War to be embodied in its report upon the 
various suggestions of other officials on the 
same subjects; to be sent us for approval 
when prepared. 


21st August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Appointing seventy-nine successful 
Tartar and Chinese licentiates to be ex- 
pectant metropolitan officials of the 7th 
grade, and seventy-nine others, standing in 
the second class, to be either petty pro- 
vincial expectants of the 8th and 9th grades, 
or assistant district-directors of studies, 
Liberty to choose either one or the other 
being granted by the Emperor, upon can- 
didates presenting themselves hefore the 
Board of Civil Appointments on a certain 
day to be specified by the said Board. 

(2) We have received a memorial from 
the Assistant Grand Secretary Sun Chia- 
nai, eulogising the steps taken by Wang 
Tsung-chi, First-class Secretary of the 
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Board of Revenue, and others to forma 
society or club called Hui Wén-t‘ang, with 
quarters in the Northern City of the 
Capital, furnished at their own expense, 
with text-books, scientific models, etc., 
where, with the help of salaried instructors, 
they intend to commence studying Western 
books and to keep posted in Peeeen day 
events taking place throughout the universe. 
The memorialist suggests that the Imperial 
approval be made known to these earnest 
students in order to encourage others in 
emulating such praiseworthy examples. 
We gladly give our approval to the above- 
mentioned action of the said Secretary, 
and hereby authorise the memorialist to 
transmit the same to the persons concerned 
with the hope that many others will do 
likewise. 


THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
MODERN SCIENCES, AND COMMERCE. 


(3) The Tsungli Yamén memorialises on 
behalf of Kang Yii-wei, Second-class Secret- 
ary of the Board of Works, who presents a 
number of suggestions for the encourage- 
ment of agriculture beneficial to the hus- 
bandmen of China and a source of wealth 
to the country atlarge. Now, we recognise 
that the encouragement of agriculture and 
international intercourse in commerce are 
two of the most important sources of wealth 
to the Empire, to which end we did repeat- 
edly send commands to the Viceroys and 
Governors of provinces to make all proper 
arrangements for the inauguration of mo- 
dern agricultural works, Arts, and Sciences, 
and Commerce throughout the whole Em- 
pire, for the purpose of opening these 
several sources of wealth tothe people. And 
we now ask these high provincial officials 
why it is they have up to the present 
delayed sending us reports as to what they 
have done to obey our commands thereon. 
The ten thousand sources of wealth are 
all obtained from Mother Earth. If we 
delve into the earth daily, we procure 
daily sources of wealth und sustenance, 
and through them commerce can be gradual- 
ly extended from day to day; hence it 
is of great importance to teach modern 
methods of agriculture and trade to the 
people; to encourage artisans to take 
up modern sciences and arts—for in 
these will consist the future increase to 
the wealth and prosperity of our country. 

China has always given great importance 
to agriculture, but there has never been 
appointed any Board or Bureau having the 
sole control over this branch of revenue ; 
but there should really be one; and we 


Bureau of Agriculture, Arts, and Commerce 
be forthwith established in Peking, to the 
Joint Commissionerships of which we 
hereby appoint Tuan Fang, Taotai of the 
Chi-Ch‘ang Intendancy of Chihli province, 
and the Chihli expectant Taotais Hsii 
Chien-ying and Wu Mao-ting [known to- 
foreigners as ‘‘ Woo Jim-pah,” ex-Com- 
pradore of the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank at Tientsin.—Translator]. Tuan Fang 
shall be allowed to resign his Taotaiship at 
once, in order to take up his new appvint- 
ment. To give the three Commissioners 
a suitable locus standi, we hereby grant 
them the brevet Metropolitan 3rd rank. 
They are further allowed the privilege to 
memorialise us at any time on matters. 
concerning the Bureau. 

Again, there should be established in 
every district, subprefecture, and _pre- 
fecture schools of instruction in agricul- 
ture ; newspapers dealing with agricultural 
matters should also be established every- 
where and modern labour-saving machinery 
and scientific farming, etc., introduced far 
and wide, while the gentry and wealthy 
landowners of every degree should be 
encouraged to try and learn modern 
scientific methods of husbandry. We 
desire also that every diligence and energy 
be applied to the study of Western 
mechanical science and international trade, 
and it shall be the duty of the Chief 
Bureau to diligently superintend the 
launching of the above industries. In 
each province the Viceroy or Governor 
is commanded to establish a branch 
Bureau of Agriculture, Arts, and Com 
merce, appointing two or three pro- 
gressive, well-informed, and honest mem- 
bers of the gentry and notables to 
superintend the same, and the said Viceroy 
or Governor of each province is required to 
report to us by telegraph the date of 
opening these branch Bureaux and the 
names of those placed in charge of them. As 
this is the beginning of a grand scheme 
towards progress and reform, we trust 
officials and merchants alike will combine 
with each other in launching it, working: 
harmoniously and resolutely to make their 
labours a crowning success. The said 
Tuan Fang and his two colleagues must 
also work hand-in-hand with these 
Viceroys and Governors, thereby showing. 


themselves worthy of the confidence 
reposed in them by the Throne. It is our 
earnest hope that we imay soon see 


agriculture expand daily on these lines, so. 
that there shall be plenty in the land for 
our people; and the arts and commerce 


therefore command that a special Chief | increase from day to day, so that our 
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country may be rich and strong once 
more. 

(4) Tséng Kuang-han (Earl Weiyi) is 
hereby appointed acting Junior Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board of Rites. 

(5) Té Hsing, former cashiered Governor 
of Kiangsi, is this day restored his decora- 
tions of the premier button and peacock’s 
feather, with the brevet grade of a Pro- 
vincial Treasurer. He is to act in con- 
junction with the Hanlin Compiler, Kuei 
Tu, as Commissioner of Mines in Féngtien 
province (Lower Manchuria). 

(6) The Board of Revenue presents a 
memorial by the Expectant 3rd-class Board 
Secretary, Li Chin-yé, in which he charges 
Chang Ju-mei, Governor of Shantung, with 
making a false report when he was order- 
ed by decree the other day to investigate 
into certain charges made against the Ma- 
gistrate of Anch‘inhsien, Shantung, viz., 
cruelly treating the people and forcing 
them to subscribe towards the Chao Hsin 
Bonds, and denying the truth of said 
charges. 
that, owing to the said Governor's false 
report, the officials in Shantung have be- 
come more audacious and exacting than 
ever in extorting money from the people 
under pretext of subscribing to the Chao 
Hsin Bonds, many poor people being com- 
pelled even to sell their ancestral acres 
to satisfy the rapacity of the officials, etc. 
Now it must always be remembered that, 
upon the institution of the Chao Hsing 
Bonds, we clearly commanded that our 
subjects were to have perfect freedom 
in subscribing or not to these Bonds. 
It was never meant that force or ex- 
tortion should be exercised, and, if such 
charges as selling land under com- 
pulsion be true, the culpability of of- 
ficials must indeed be serious. We there- 
fore command the said Governor to make a 
more careful investigation than he has 
hitherto done and he is further commanded 
to forbid his subordinates from making these 
extortionate demands. We would also 
enjoin upon the said Governor to avoid 
the practice of trying to hide the faults of 
his friends and subordinates. 


CHINESE SCHOOLS ABROAD. 

The other day the Vice-President Liao 
Shou-héng suggested that our Ministers 
and Consuls abroad should establish 
schools for teaching Chinese literature to 
the sons of Chinese doing business in 
foreign countries, in order that this 
country may have as many young men 
possessed of a good foreign education, com- 
bined with a knowledge of their own, as 
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The memorialist further states ! 


possible. The Tsungli Yamén was ordered 
to deliberate over the suggestion, and we 
are now in receipt of its report, which not 
only favours the said Vice-President’s sug- 
gestion, but states that no time should be 
lost in establishing such schools, especially 
in the British and Japanese empires, owing 
to the large number of Chinese doing 
business there, accompanied by their fami- 
lies. Itis also recommended that the 
Ministers to Great Britain and France, 
namely, Lo Féng-lo and Ch‘ing Ch‘ang, 
should engage competent translators to 
translate as many as they can of the most 
important books on the science of govern- 
ment, text-books for schools, etc., etc., for 
the instruction of all our officials in tha em- 
pire. Proper attention, indeed, must be 
given, so that, while retaining elegance and 
clearness in diction, the translated books 
should keep to the strict meaning of the 
originals. These translations after being 
printed and published should, from time to 
time, be presented by the Tsungli Yamén 
to us for perusal. 


22nd August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ying Jui (Manchu), is appointed 
Taotai of the Chi-Ch‘ang Intendancy of 
Chihli, vice Tuan Fang appointed a Comp- 
troller-General of the newly-instituted 
Board of Agriculture, Arts and Com- 
merce. 

(2) Chang Ju-mei, Governor of Shantung, 
reports various serious breaches in the 
Yellow River embankments in the districts 
of Chiyang, etc., Shantung, caused by 
the overflow of freshets on the 8th of 
August and inundating over 400 villages. 
The memorialist asks that he be handed 
over to the Board of Civil Appointments 
for the determination of a penalty for 
having been unable to exercise proper 
vigilance in preventing the grave disaster. 
We hereby command that the said me- 
morialist be handed over to the said Board 
for the determination ofa ponalty according 
to law, but as the Taotai, Ting Ya-yi, 
Chief of the Conservation Board, and his 
Colleagues and subordinates were as much 
to blame for the disaster, the said Governor 
is to investigate the matter and find out the 
really culpable officials for denunciation to 
the Throne. Meanwhile, all concerned 
are hereby commanded to set to work to 
remedy as quickly as possible the present 
state of things in the flooded regions and 
thereby relieve somewhat the anxiety of 
their Imperial Master for his faithful 
subjects. 
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(3) We have received a memorial from 
the Censor Chang Chéng-ying denouncing 
the incapacity and avarice of certain local 
authorities in Szechuan province who used 
the sale of the Chao Hsin Bonds as the 
means of extorting from the unfortunate 
inhabitants under their jurisdiction. We 
have repeatedly explained to the Viceroys 
and Governors of provinces that the sub- 
scriptions towards the Chao Hsin Bonds 
must be a voluntary act of patriotism among 
our subjects and we impressed upon the 
said high officers to make this plain to their 
subordinates, the local authorities. If, 
therefore, the said Bonds have indeed been 
made the vehicles of extortion by these 
officials the act is contrary to the prim- 
ary idea which persuaded us to approve 
of the sale of the Chao Hsin Bonds to the 
people, and those who have been culpable 
of violating our wishes must be severe- 
ly punished and no leniency should he 
shown these men. We hereby command 
Kung Shou, Tartar-General and Acting 
Viceroy of Szechuan, to make careful in- 
vestigations into the above charges and 
severely denounce to us the truly culpable, 
in order that we may punish them 
in proportion to the gravity of their 
crime, Furthermore, we learn upon en- 

uiry that the manner of selling Chao 

sin Bonds in Chihli province has so 
far worked quite successfully and has been 
popular with the people of that province. 
We therefore advise the said Kung Shou 
to apply to the Viceroy of Chihh for a 
copy of the regulations inaugurated in that 
province for the sale of the said Bonds and 
follow that example in Szechuan also. 
This may remedy matters. Kung Shou is 
also hereby commanded to investigate the 
conduct of the cashiered district magistrate 
Fei Ping-ying, who had charge of the sale 
of a part of these Bonds in Szechuan and 
to report truthfully to us thereanent. 

(4) The (Manchu) Police Censor of the 
Southern City, Yin Shou, reports the 
capture by his men of six notorious thicves 
who were connected with the theft of the 
brass fieldpieces hitherto placed on the 
ramparts of the Yungting-gate of Peking, 
and who it appears had the audacity to 
melt the guns down for the sake of the 
money to be obtained from the sale of the 
same. This gang or some members of it 
were also guilty of stealing the trees 

Janted in the Imperial mausolea outside 
Peking. We hereby command that the 
prisoners be forthwith handed over to the 
Board of Punishments for trial, and 
sentenced according to the laws, while 
diligent search must be made for the other 


members of this gang who are still at 
large. 

(5) Wén Hai, the Imperial Resident at 
Lhassa, reports that he has conjointly with 
the Dalai Lama, or Buddhist Pope, ar- 
ranged certain remedial measures for 
the reorganisation of the recently re- 
volted territory of Chantui, near the 
western borders of Szechuan which had 
been caused by the unauthorised and 
unwarranted actions of certain Imperial 
officers sent from Szechuan into that 
territory. We have read the regulations 
embodied for the said re-organisation 
of Chantui and approve of them as tend- 
ing towards settling the matters under 
dispute. We therefore hereby command 
the Acting Viceroy of Szechuan, Kung 
Shou, upon receipt of this our decree, to 
send immediately an officer of Taotai’s 
rank to Chantui where he is to meet 
the representatives of the Buddhist Pope 
and there, conjointly, set about at 
once re-organising the territory in 
question, and thereby avert as quickly 
as possible all further discontent or cause 
of rebellion among the Tibetans of Chan- 
tui. We further approve of the dis- ° 
mantling of the Chinese forts in the 
three districts of Changké, Chuwo, and 
Chantui as a proof of our anxiety for the 
welfare of our Tibetan subjects and to 
remove all cause for discontent on their 
part. But at the same time they should 
be made to clearly understand that such 
steps are special acts of grace on our part 
towards the Tibetans, and not because 
there is any cause for fear of their 
prowess. 

23rd August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Tan Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Two 
Kuang provinces, having reported the 
breaking from prison of an important con- 
demned criminal from the gaol of the 
district magistracy of Wéngyuan, Kuang- 
tung, we hereby command the said Viceroy 
to order the arrest forthwith of the gaol- 
warden of the said prison and his subor- 
dinates, who shall be put on trial before the 
said Viceroy at Canton, or an officer deput- 
ed by him, in order to find out what con- 
nection the above functionaries may have 
had with the escape of the criminal. 
With reference to the district magistrate 
of Wéngyuan who declares that he was 
absent at the time from his yamén 
on official] business, the said Viceroy shall 
make due enquiry and see whether the said 
declaration is true or not, in order to lay 
the penalty on those who deserve it. 
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(2) Kuei Hsien (Manchu), the Civil 
Governor of Moukden and Literary Chan- 
cellor of Féngtien province, reports that 
his illness is so severe that he greatly 
fears that a long time will elapse ere he 
‘can be restored to health, and ac- 
cordingly prays that he be permitted to 
resign his posts, in order that the duties 
of the dual post may not suffer through 
his continued absence. The prayer is 
granted and the memorialist is now allow- 
ed to return to Peking to his Banner 
Reservation. 


24th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Chang Jén-fu is hereby appointed 
‘Civil Governor of Moukden and Literary 
Chancellor of Féngtien province fvice Kuei 
Hsien, resigned. 


PROPOSED GRAND REVIEW UF TROOPS. 


(2) Among the most important steps in 
‘our scheme of Reform for the strengthen- 
ing of our Empire is that of reorganising 
‘our armies on modern lines. In order to 
encourage our officers to zealous efforts in 
this direction we propose to personally 
attend: the annual inspection of troops at 
the Southern Hunting Park and at Tien- 
tsin, and in this connection will ask Her 
Majesty the Empress Dowager to honour 
‘our tour with her presence. The following 
will be our programme of movements :—We 
propose to go personally on the morning of 
the 18th of October next to Eho Park, in 
order to meet the Empress Dowager there, 
and from thence immediately escort her 
Majesty to the Southern Hunting Park. 
‘On that day we will journey only as far as 
the Old Palace, where the Court will pass 
the night, starting again the next morning, 
and stopping for the night at the New 
Palace. ‘I'he next morning (20th) the Court 
will start from the New Palace for the 
Palace on the banks of the T‘uan river 
where a stay of several days will be made. 
Onthe morning of the23rd we willreviewthe 
Officers of the Presence in their display of 
agility on horseback and on foot, and in their 
proficiency also in archery on horseback as 
well as afoot. Of the Officers of the Pre- 
sence only Princes Ching and Chuang are 
excused from the above trials of skill, all the 
rest, including the Officers of the Guards on 
duty, at the Chientsing Gate of the Palace, 
etc., are required to be ready for the in- 
Spection in question. On the 24th we will 
review the entire corps of the Peking Field 
Force and the next day (25th) the newly 
organised Wushéng Brigade. On the 29th 
of the said month (October) the Court will 


leave the T‘uan River Palace for the Rail- 
way station en route to Tientsin to inspect 
the Peiyang Armies, returning to Peking on 
the 8th of November. We would exhort 
all the various army corps to drill diligently 
for the coming Imperial inspection and the 
Board of Rites is further commanded to 
deliberate over and draw up for our ap- 
proval the various ceremonies and etiquette 
to be observed during the Imperial Pro- 
gress, which will be in accordance with 
precedents given by former Emperors of 
this dynasty. : 


THE SHASI RIOTS. 


(3) Chang Chih-tung, the Viceroy of the 
provinces of Hunan and Hupeh, sends us 
his report concerning some serious rioting 
which took place in the newly-opened 
Treaty Port of Shasi during the 3rd inter- 
calary month (May) by a mob of outsiders 
(Hunanese boatmen) resulting in the con- 
flagration, pillage, and destruction of a 
number of houses and certain property of 
residents, including the Imperial Custom 
House and the hulk of the China Mer- 
chants’ S. N. Co. It appeared that 
some Hunanese boatmen wandering about 
the new settlement got into a trivial 
dispute wjth a watchman belonging to 
the said China Merchants’ Co., which 
eventually so aroused the said boatmen 
that they gathered a large mob and, joined. 
by certain of the local rowdies, committed 
the depredations above named, threatening 
also the lives of residents so that these had, 
many of them, to flee for their lives. The 
memorialist at once sent a force of soldiers 
under certain trusty deputies to the scene 
of disorder to assist the local authorities 
in arresting the ringleadersof the mob. A 
number of rioters were arrested and after a 
fair trial four men, Yii, Li, Chang, and 
Yuan, were judged guilty of fomenting the 
trouble and leading the rioters. These 
four men the memorialist’ immediately 
ordered to be decapitated, while a batch of 
other prisoners who were proved to have 
only followed the above leaders in their 
work of destruction and pillage have been 
adjudged to various sentences of incarcera- 
tion, cangue, or castigation, according to 
their several degrees of culpability. This 
last punishment includes the above-named 
watchman of the China Merchants’, who 
was the cause of all the trouble and who, 
had he acted courteously to strangers, 
could have prevented the disturbance. 

With reference to the then Manager of 
the said China Merchants’ Co., the Expectant 
District Magistrate, Chang Hung-tsé, who 
was found to have protected his employé, 


the said watchman, in his opposition to the 
enraged boatmen, the memorialist states 
that he has dismissed, the said Manager 
and further recommends that he be cashier- 
ed and dismissed for ever from the public 
service; a sentence memorialist also recom- 
mends in the case of Yang Ming-chia, a 
9th-rank official, who hadcommand of the 
Hunan fleet of boats at the time, for in- 
ability to stop his men from rioting. The 
said recommendations are hereby approved 
and the Board concerned shall further 
note that these two men are also prohibited 
from changing their official names in the 
future for the purpose of trying to get into 
the army or similar governmental services 
for the sake of getting back their ranks. 
The two cashiered men are further ordered 
to be deported to their homes and shall not 
be allowed to remain at Shasi or the 
vicinity thereof. [Then follow the names 
of a number of local civil and military 
officials who were ordered to be degraded a 
step or two as punishment for inability to 
promptly repress the riot.—Translator.] 


As to the houses and property belonging 
to the Consuls for Great Britain and Japan 
and foreign merchants in Shasi, the said 
memorialist reports that he has already 
arranged with the headmen of the various 
provincial cuilds concerned* to pay in full 
whatever losses may have been incurred in 
the riot in question at the hands of their 
fellow provincials. We further command 
that the guilds concerned must also bear 
the losses arising from the destruction of 
the Imperial Custom House and all pro- 
perty, personal or public, therein. And 
we hereby also enjoin upon all high pro- 
vincial authorities to carefully obey our 
special edict of the 12th of July last con- 
cerning protection to he given to all for- 
eigners and their property throughout the 
Empire, adding, further, that this protec- 
tion should be all the more effective and 
careful in places where pcople of all 
nations gather for commercé, and that, 
should there be any more riots in the 
future of such a nature, the officials con- 
cerned are to be punished with extra 
severity without fail. 


* Note.—As the rioters in Shasi were 
Hunanese, and men from Hanyang, Wu- 
chang, and other cities of Hupeh, the guilds 
representing them at Shasi had to bear 
the responsibility of paying the piper.— 
Translator. 


25th August. 


No papers of importance. 
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26th August. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) From the time we made known our 
desire to effect reforms in our Empire we 
have given our sanction to the establishment 
of schools and colleges of Western Learning 
throughout the country, the extension of 
commerce and arts, the construction of 
railways and the opening of mines. In 
addition, we have repeatedly encouraged 
our Tartar-Generals, Viceroys and Gover- 
nors to inaugurate these reforms in their 
several jurisdictions and commanded them 
to report to us what preliminary steps 
they intended to take towards these 
objects. Considering our earnest desire 
to inaugurate such reforms as the basis 
of our strength and wealth, we have a 
right to think that our Viceroys, Gover- 
nors, etc., ought to strive with each 
other in giving effect to our wishes, thereby 
proving to us that we have not reposed 
our confidence in vain on them. Instead 
of this, these high otticials appear to be 
steeped in the lassitude and laziness of the 
times and try to evade all new responsi- 
bilities; and although we have issued stern 
decrees commanding all to throw oft their 
slothful ways and diligently obey our 
edicts, these men still linger and wait to 
see what others may do. Take for 
example the Viceroys Liu K‘un-yi and 
T‘an Chung-lin, of the Liangkiang and 
Liang Kuang provinces,respectively. Both 
inJune and inJuly last we in consideration 
of the high positions of trust they occupied, 
gave them special commands to_ begin 
reforms in their provinces, and thus 
set the good example to the others. As 
a matter of fact, they have not sent 
us a word as to what they had done 
to obey our commands, although two 
months have elapsed since then. Then 
when, the other day, we telegraphed a 
deereo to Liu K‘un-yi asking him tho roa- 
son of his silence and delay, he returned 
the lame excuse that, not having as yet 
received the Imperial decrees through the 
Board of War couriers, he was afraid to 
move in the matter, for fear that the said 
decrees, written out in full, might contain 
commands not touched upon in the con- 
densed decrees he had received by tele- 
graph, and so he had “‘ preferred to await 
the arrival of the Imperial couriers before 
inaugurating his reforms.” But as for T‘an 
Chung-lin, although we sent him a telegra- 
phic decree at the same time, he has not 
made any pretence of reply and has simply 
ignored our edict. Now both these Vice- 
roys have received the highest honour and 
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most magnificent bounties from the Throne 
beyond all the others, If we receive such 
services a8 the above from such men, what 
help can the Throne expect to receive from 
the other Viceroys, Governors and Tartar 
Generals? We therefore once more issue 
our commands in all seriousness and warn 
all that, if we again find such lukewarmness, 
we intend to give all laggards the severest 
punishments for disobedience to Imperial 
orders, Chihli being at the doors of Peking 
its Viceroy, Jung Lu, should all the more 
be the first to set agoing the reforms we 
have commanded, and he is hereby com- 
manded to make no more delay in re- 
porting to us the steps he has taken to 
obey us. Let the other Viceroys further 
away brush up their ideas and energy and 
hasten with the duties laid upon them, 
and thereby avoid the anger we have 
in store for lazy and incompetent officials. 

(2) Kuei Héng (Manchu), Imperial Re- 
sident at Urga, reporting upon the case of 
the Mongol Duke Yao-erh who was 
recently denounced for having stolen the 
otticial seal of the Prince of his tribe and 
used it to obtain money from the people, 
states that the charges are perfectly 
true, but that, owing to the accused noble 
being still in Peking, the memorialist has 
not been able to put him under arrest, 
etc. We hereby command the Mongolian 
Superintendency to search for the said 
Mongol Duke, and if in Peking to send him 
under escort to Uliassut‘ai for trial with 
the others, implicated therein. 

(3) The Hanlin Academy reports that a 
Hanlin Compiler, Chén Ting, has written 
forty-eight essays on preseut day politics, 
and prays for leave to present these essays 
for our perusal. We command the members 
of the Grand Council to look over the said 
essiys in conjunction with the Ministers of 
the Tsungli Yamén and if there be any 
papers from which new ideas of reform 
anay be evolved to report sanie to us. 

(4) The Grand Secretary Sun Chia-nai 
presents » memorial on behalf of the M.A., 
Liang Chi-chao, recommending the estab- 
lishment of a training school for trans- 
lators and that all paper and stationery, 
etc., required for such school be exempted 
from taxes of any kind. The said Master 
of Arts who is in Shanghai working at his 
Translating Bureau is hereby granted per- 
mission to establish said training school in 
Shanghai, and all other requests in the 
above memorial are also hereby granted. 

27th August. , 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

Owing to the pretexts our Viceroys and 

Governors have recently made to excuse 


the delay they have been guilty of in 
obeying our commands to begin reform 
works in their various provinces, we 
hereby command that in future all our 
edicts will be sent by telegraph and that 
the said Viceroys and Governors are to 
obey our decrees immediately they receive 
such telegrams, without waiting as hereto- 
fore for the arrival of said edicts, written 
out in full, by overland courier through 
the Board of War. 
28th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

We have received » memorial from Liu 
K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liangkiang pro- 
vinces, praying that the Imperial approval 
be given in the case of Yen Tso-lin, a mem- 
ber of the Chékiang gentry, who did a great 
deal of good in relieving flood sufferers 
in the prefectures of Hsuchou and Huaian, 
North Kiangsu, while working under the 
auspices of Shéng Hsiian-huai, Vice-Direc- 
tor of the Court of Revision. We hereby 
command that the Imperial Commendation 
be transmitted by Liu K‘un-yi both to the 
said Notable, Yen Tso-lin, for his devotion 
and energy in relieving distress and, also to 
Shéng Hsuan huai for his selection of a 
reliable man to do such an important work. 

29th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Early in the spring, owing to the 
rebellion in Kuangsi, we sent several 
special decrees to Huang Huai-sén, the 
Governor of the said province, to take the 
field in person and use his best energies 
to suppress the disturbance. Since then 
we have several times received memorials 
from the said Governor reporting succes- 
sive victories over the rebels, but  al- 
though several months have passed there 
are no memorials announcing the capture 
of any of the chief leaders of the rebellion. 
We therefore suspect there must be some 
victories of doubtful import interspersed 
with the true ones. We hereby command, 
in punishment therefore, that the said 
Governor's button be removed from his 
official hat and that he must show more 
energy and ability in crushing this rebellion 
if he wishes to redeem his name. We now 
grant the said Governor one month to ac- 
complish his task, failing which he is to be 
severely punished. ; 

(2) We have received a memorial from 
Wang Usi-fan, Junior Director of the 
Supervisorate of Instruction, recommend- 
ing the establishment of Commercial So- 
cieties throughout the empire, with head- 
quarters at Shanghai, for the encourage- 
ment of trade and commerce at home 
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and abroad. We have already establish- 
ed a Bureau of Agriculture, Commerce 
and Arts in Peking and commanded Liu 
K‘un-yi and Chang Chih-tung to do 
the same at Shanghai and Hankow, respec- 
tively ; but up to now we have received 
no reports from these Viceroys as to what 
they have done in the matter. As commer- 
cial societies are adjuncts to the Bureau of 
Agriculture, Commerce, and Arts we hereby 
conmand Liu K‘un-yi and Chang Chih- 
tung to consider the question in conjunc- 
tion with the Bureau they are each now 
establishing in their respective jurisdic- 
tions. The Viceroys and Governors of the 
maritime provinces are also hereby com- 
manded to inaugurate the above movement, 
and the Tsungli Yamén is further com- 
manded to draw up the reyulations 
governing such institutions. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 
30th August. 
THE ABOLITION OF SUPERFLUOUS OFFICES. 


(1) The original intention of the Govern- 
ment in creating and establishing various 
grades of officials and offices was to make 
each perform certain duties allotted to it. 
But with time these became corrupted and 
no notice being taken of the vices pervading 
each administration, things have become so 
bad that reform is now imperative. Of 
late we have been repeatedly receiving 
memorials from all manner of officials 
advocating either retrenchment in the 
expenses or abolition of a number of 
departments both within and without the 
capital. Although it would not be prudent 
to grant all the suggestions thus made, still, 
we are of opinion that there aresome depart- 
ments which strongly need something done 
to them, and as we are now on the road 
to reform we must inaugurate only such 
measures as to us would seem actually 
needed and in the interests of the general 
whole. Furthermore it seems right that 
all old departments which are superfluous 
nowadays and absorb precious revenue 
must give way to such new measures which 
the exigencies of modern Government de- 
mand. For instance, such departments as 
the Supervisorate of Instruction of the 
Heir Apparent—it is only a sinecure and has 
no duties for those connected therewith. 
Then there are the Office of Transmission for 
Imperial edicts, etc., the Court of Banquets, 
the Court of State Ceremonial, the Court of 
the Imperial Stud (Mastership of Horse and 
subordinates), and the Court of Revision ; 
all the duties connected with these de- 


partments are not only slight but more 


than half of them are superfluon-, having 
the name but not the substance... We, 
therefore, hereby command that the above 
departments be forthwith abolished and 
their nominal duties be amalgamated with 
the Grand Secretariat, the Boards of Rite; 
and of War. 

Again, as regards the provinces of Chihli, 
Kansu, and Szechuan ; these are governed 
by Viceroys who also do the duties of 
Governors, while such provinces as Kuang- 
tung, Hupeh, and Yunnan have both Vice- 
roys and Governors staying in the same pro- 
vincial capitals. Further, the conservation 
of the Eastern portion of the Yellow River 
is attended to by the Governor of Shantung, 
but the other portion of the said River is 
under the Director-General of the Yellow 
River, a duty which can well be attended 
to by the Governor of Honan. The condi- 
tions of the present day being unlike those 
which obtained in days of yore, we herehy 
command that the posts of the Governor- 
ships of Kuangtung, Hupeh, and Yunnan 
and the Director-Generalship of the Yellow 
River be forthwith abolished, the duties 
of the three Governors being performed 
in future by their respective Viceroys 
and that of the Director-General of 
the Yellow River by the Governor 
of Honan, as is done by the Governor of 
Shantung. 

As for the Tribute Rice Transport 
Department connected with the various 
provinces, it would seem that nowadays 
much rice is transported by sea to Peking 
and that by the Grand Canal is of limit- 
ed quantity. Furthermore a considerable 
proportion of this tribute rice which 
should be sent by way of the said Grand. 
Canal is now allowed to be. given in its 
money value instead of in kind, which 
all the more proves the superfluity of this 
Transport Department with its immense 
staff. Then again we have Central Dis- 
tribution Offices, one for euch province, 
for the distribution of Huaian salt which 
are doing the work of the now superfluous 
Salt Gabelle staff. We hereby command 
that all Grain Taotaiships which have now 
nothing to do with the transportation of 
Tribute Rice, and all Salt Taotaiships 
which have no salt-producing districts 
under their jurisdiction but which only 
attend to the distribution of imported salt 
for export to places at a dista:ice be there- 
fore one and all abolished from this date, 
and such duties as may have belonged to 
said Taotaiships shall in future be done by 
either the Provincial Treasurer or Military 
Intendant of Circuit of their respective 
provinces, 
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Then as to sub-prefects, department 
magistrates and petty officials whose duties 
hitherto have been in connection with 
Tiver conservation and the capture of salt 
smugglers, without jurisdiction over the 
‘soil, they have really had scarcely anything 
to do, and we therefore command that such 
officials be examined as to their capacity 
and their offices either entirely abolished 
or a proportion retained with a reduced 
staff as the exigencies of the case demand. 
Finally the high officials of all the posts 
abolished by this decree are hereby com- 
manded to await our decree for appoint- 
ment to other posts. Beyond those 
already mentioned in this decree whose 
posts have been this day abolished there 
are yet others which have also to be either 
abolished entirely or their numbers reduced. 
We hereby command the Grand Secretaries 
and Ministers of the Six Boards to con- 
sult in conjunction with the Viceroys and 
Governors of provinces concerned upon 
this matter and make no delay in reporting 
thereon to us. Let both those in the 
capital as well as in the provinces work 
diligently at solving the questions put 
before them, and we forbid them to shirk 
their duty by pretending that there 
are no more superfluous offices to abolish 
or reduce innumber. Then, again, we ob- 
served before that the number of members 
of bureaux and offices was too great in the 
provinces and that they had probably been 
appointed for the purpose of merely draw- 
ing a salary. Indeed, we were sure that 
such establishments absorbed an immense 
proportion of the provincial revenues ; 
hence we repeatedly commanded our 
Viceroys and Governors to abolish all but 
the most necessary, amalgamating the 
duties of the abolished oftices with those 
that were retained. But so far it seems 
that we have ay:pealed to deaf ears and no 
notice has been taken of our repeated 
commands by the Viceroys and Governors 
concerned. We are greatly displeased at 
such conduct and hereby warn said officials 
that it would be better for them to obey 
our urgent commands and entirely abolish 
all the supernumerary posts in these 
bureaux and further to make a strict 
examination of the capabilities and talents 
of all expectant officials who have pur- 
chased their several ranks and dismiss all 
who are of mediocre ability. Finally we 
grant a month in which to do this work, 
when each Viceroy and Governor must 
send us a report as to what he has done 
in the matter. 

In this way alone we can hope to 
‘direct the revenues of the Empire into 


the Imperial Exchequer, inaugurate a new 
régime and pursue the reforms which 
the country is in such great need of. We 
warn all our high officials who in their 
anxiety to help their own relatives or 
favourites may attempt to throw dust in 
our eyes, as the punishment we shall 
mete out for such a heinous offence will 
be speedy and retributive. Indeed they 
should consider the anxiety we feel for 
the reform of our government, the sleep- 
less nights and the laborious days under- 
gone by us in our earnest wish to 
better our corntry, and sympathise with 
their sovereign in his aims, calling upon 
their patriotism and loyalty to repay us 
for the trust we have reposed in them, 
and cheerfully and diligently seek to 
give all the assistance they can, thereby 
lightening our labours and relieving our 
anxieties like faithful and loyal servants. 
We will indeed bountifully reward such, 
but reserve dire punishment to all who 
dare disobey. 


THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF INDUSTRIES 
AMONG THE PEOPLE. 


(2) The Chancellor of the Imperial 
Academy presented to us this morning the 
memorial of an expectant Sub-Registrar 
of the Imperial Academy, one Huang Chan- 
ch‘u, on the subject of present-day needed 
reforms, in which the memorialist states : 
“The chances of gaininga livelinoodamongst 
the masses are getting daily more and more 
difficult, hence one of the first steps of re- 
form should be to help the common people 
to as many means of bettering themselves as 
possible. Further, officials whose duties 
bring them into close intimacy with the 
masses have become so corrupt and extor- 
tionate, grinding the people down, that it 
is of the utmost importance to make a 
rigid examination of such ofticialsand pur 
a stop to such malpractices,” etc. 

We are indeed anxious to relieve our sub- 
jects and better their condition and no day 
passes in which we have not consulted upon 
or inaugurated measures to that end. 
For instance, not only do we try all we 
can to encourage agriculture but we also 
encourage our people to cultivate the mul- 
berry, hemp, silk, tea, etc., all of which 
will help to bring much prosperity to 
them. It remains for the officials to 
take the lead in all such movements and to 
exhort their people to follow their ex- 
ample. As to any district which may have 
progressed favourably on the above lines, 
we hereby command our Viceroys and Go- 
vernors to see to it that their subordinates 
also follow such good example and in this 
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way bring the whole Empire into the new 
régime, first examining the capabilities of 
each several district for the work in hand 
and then leading the wayand encouraging 
the people to seize the opportunity of 
bettering their condition. It will all depend 
upon the local authorities to set the exam- 
ple and the people will willingly follow 
them. Then, again, it is most important 
for the high provincial authorities to make 
frequent examinations into the conduct 
and diligence of the local authorities ; for 
without constant surveillance it is impossi- 
ble to differentiate between the honest 
ofticial who is really desirous to elevate 
and help his people from the wicked 
and avaricious functionary who is only 
too anxious to fill his own pockets at the 
expense and destruction of those placed 
under him. If the high authority show him- 
self truly honest and earnest in bettering 
his subjects, those under him will generally 
be afraid to exercise their extortionate and 
oppressive proclivities lest they be brought 
to condign punishment. Let the high 
authorities set the example and their 
subordinates will generally follow, and if 
frequent examinations be held into the 
latter’s actions the people will be greatly 
benefited and prosperity for all will easily 
follow in their wake. This indeed it is the 
duty of all of you, Viceroys and Governors, 
to do, and you owe it to your Imperial 
Master to obey his commands and deserve 
the confidence that has been placed upon 
you by appointing you to your present 
post. Again, and again, and yet once again, 
do we urge upon you all to obey our earnest 
commands. 
31st August. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


PENALTIES FOR ALLOWING BREACH IN THE 
YELLOW RIVER. 


(1). Decree degrading a large number of 
ofticials connected with the conservation of 
the Yellow River, in Shantung province, 
for a serious breach in the said river which 
took place in the beginning of August, 
and further ordering relief to be distributed 
among the people who suffered from the 
inundations caused by the said breach. 

APPEAL OF A MONGOL PRINCE. 

(2) The Mongolian Superintendency 
reports that an appeal has been received 
from the Mongol Prince of the Aokhan 
tribe, in connection with a memorial by a 
certain Censor who had denounced the 
said Prince of extorting from his tribesmen, 
and other misdemeanours, and in considera- 
tion of which we commanded an investi- 
gation to be made the other day. The 
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said appeal declares that the above 
denunciations were made maliciously 
upon an innocent man; that the said 


Censor had been bribed to write his. 
memorial by the Prince of the Ongniod 
tribe of Mongols (also of the Chao Uda 
Mongol League) who was at feud with the 
appellant; and prays that the investiga- 
tion previously ordered be quashed and the 
culprit Censor and Prince be punished 
according to law for malicious defamation 
of character. We hereby command the 
Assistant Grand Secretary, Kang Yi, to 
make a strict investigation into both 
charges and countercharges and report 
truthfully the result to us. 
NEW APPOINTMENTS. 

(3) Chang Jén-chiin, Provincial Trea- 
surer of Kuangtung, is hereby transferred 
to the Provincial Treasurership of Shan- 
tung, and Tsén Ch‘un-hsiien is appointed 
Provincial Treasurer of Kuangtung. 

[Note—The last named is the eldest son 
of the late Tsén Yii-ying, the notorious 
and ferocious Viceroy of the Yiin-Kuei 
provinces, at whose door was laid the 
murder of the late Mr. Margary, H.B.M. 
Consular Service, near Bhamo in the early 
seventies, while en route through Yunnan 
from Burma. Strange to say, the son who 
has been made Provincial Treasurer of 
Kuangtung is one of the chief leaders of 
the Reform Party and was President of 
the Reform Society of Peking in 1895.— 
Translator.) 


1st September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 
THE ABOLISHED COURTS. 


(1) With reference to the yaméns of the 
Supervisorate of Instruction of the Heir- 
Apparent, the Office of Transmission of 
Imperial decrees, etc., the Court of Ban- 
quets, the Court of State Ceremonial, the 
Court of the Imperial Stud and the Court 
of Revision which were, by a previous 
decree, abolished and their duties ordered 
to be amalgamated with the Grand Secre- 
tariat and certain of the Six Boards, we 
hereby command that the said Grand 
Secretariat and Presidents and Vice-Pre- 
sidents of the Six Boards shall immediately 
consult with each other as to how the duties 
are to be apportioned amongst them. As 
the matter is urgent we grant them five. 
days to consult over the matter, when they 
are to report the result to us forthwith. 


NEW APPOINTMENTS, 


(2). Shou Ying is appointed Tartar- 
General of Canton, and Sé Ling-a is. 
appointed Governor of the Jého Territory, 
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The post of Lieutenant-General of the 
Manchu Yellow Banner organisation hither- 
to held by Sé Ling-’ is hereby given to 
Shou Ch‘ang. 


THE SECRETARY WANG CHAO'S CASE: 
‘*THE BEGINNING OF THE END.” 

(3). We have perused the joint me- 
morial of Huai T‘a-pu, President of the 
Board of Rites, and his colleagues, in 
which they state that a memorial, con- 
taining suggestions of reform, presented 
by one of their subordinates, Wang 
Chao, a 3rd class Secretary of the Board 
of Rites, to be handed to the Throne, is so 
full of wild suggestions and discourteous 
phrases that they, the joint memorialists, 
wre compelled to pray that the said 


delinquent be punished for his audacity, ¢ 


etc. Now, in our anxiety to learn what is 
best to improve and strengthen our 
country and the betterment of our sub- 
jects, we specially decreed that any Eoard 
Secretary having suggestions to make 
should be permitted to present them to 
the Throne, through the medium of the 
high Ministers of the Boards and Courts 
to which they belonged. Opportunity was 
freely given to enlighten us and we ex- 
pected our invitation to be as freely 
accepted. We forbade any exceptions 
being made where breaches of etiquette 
may have occurred, thus blocking 
way to a free interchange of ideas. Indeed 
we consider ourselves quite capable of 
judging the value or otherwise of any 
sugyestion for reform that is handed to us, 
and we need not trouble Presidents and 
Vice-Presidents of Boards ty raise up 
imaginary fears for our ability to think for 
ourselves. If excuse is made that such 
anil such a memorial is guilty of breach of 
etiquette or contains narrow-minded and 
wild suggestions and, therefore, unfit for 
our eyes, and the memorial is consequently 
withheld from us, this is not our idea of 
reform and progress but a return to the 
foolish and conservative ruts of an old sys- 
tem and a distinct contravention of our 
previous commands granting liberty to our 
subjects to memorialise us at any time 


and on any subject. We therefore 
command that Huai T‘a-pu and _ his 
joint memorialists be hereby handed 


over to the Board of Civil Appointments 
for the determination of an adequate 
penalty, and we further insist that, in 
future, should any Board Secreta y desire 
to memorialise us on reforms and hands 
his memorial to the President or Vice- 
President of his own Board to hand to us 
the same shall be done at once and the 


the . 


memorial presented to us intact and wn- 
opexed, As for the memorial of the said 
3rd class Secretary of the Board of Rites, 
Wang Chao, which has been wrongly with- 
held, from us, it is our will that the original 
document be forthwith handed up to us for 
perusal. 
2nd September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
NEW APPOINTMENTS. 
(1) Yii Hsiang is appointed ‘Tartar- 
General of Chéngtu, Capital of Szechuan. 
(2) Prince I Kung is appointed Com- 
missioner of the Imperial Equipage. 
(3) K‘uei Té is appointed Deputy 
Military Governor of Kinchou, Liaotung 
Peninsula. 


3rd September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
NEW APPOINTMENTS. 
(1) Hsi Lun (Manchu) is appointed pre- 
fect of Siangyangfu, Hupeh province. 
CAPTURE OF IMPORTANT CRIMINALS. 


(2) The Commandant of the Peking Gen- 
darmerie reports the confiscation by him of 
the property of a number of criminals who 
had been plundering the rice stored in the 
Imperial granaries for years without detec- 
tion. He also reports the capture of 14 of 
the men alleged to be connected with the 
above ganz. We command that the pri- 
soners be handed over to the Board of 
Punishments for trial and, if found guilty, 
they are to be punished to the utmost 
imit of the law. 


4th September. 
IMPERIAL DECRER. 


THE SECRETARY WANG CHAO’S CASE: 
WIHLOLESALE DISMISSAL OF THE MINISTERS 
OF THE BOARD OF RITES. 


We have received the report of the Board 
of Civil Appointments concerning the pen- 
alties to be awarded upon Huai T'a-pu, 
(Manchu) President of the Bourd of Rites, 
and his colleagues for disobedience to our 
commands in attempting to prevent free- 
dom of speech in memorials on reform 
meant for our perusal. Of late we have 
repeatedly exhorted our high Ministers to 
break through the pernicious bonds of 
custom and old usage which have been 
so detrimental to all of us and _ the 
bane and curse of the Empire 

We have called upon them to show 
earnestness and patriotism and_ loyalty 
in assisting us in our efforts of reform 
and to be just and quick to recognise 
anything that may benefit the country. 
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They were further warned and _ for- 
bidden to prevent, in any way, the 
presentation of memorials and suggestions, 
not only by their subordinates, the 
secretaries of Boards and Courts, but 
also from scholirs and commoners with- 
out rank. All were graciously granted 
free permission to menuorialise us re- 
gardless of rank or standing, because 
we desire enlightenment and help to show 
us the best way of making our country 
strong and our people happy and _ pros- 
perous. By these means we hoped also to 
secure men of genius, talent, and patriotism 
which otherwise we could never have 
done, prevented as they would have 
been from approaching the Throne by 
the old ré,ime of ceremonials and obstruc- 
tion. Indeed all’ our high Ministers 
should sympathise with our earnestness and 
anxiety for the betterment and progress 
of the Empire and use their best endeav- 
ours to assist their Sovereign in his s eking 
after light. 

Instead of this, forsooth, we find Huai 
T‘a-pu and his colleagues daring to take 
the lead in disobeying our decrees, 
making frivolous subterfuges to excuse 
their conduct. They dared to take it 
upon themselves, without referring first 
to their sovereign, to call the 3rd- 
class Secretary Wang Chao before them, 
and after striving to argue down and 
denounce the suggestions in his memorial, 
scolded and insulted him to his face, in 
open defiance of our special conimands. 

hen, lest this affair should get to our ears, 
the culprits were forced to jointly me- 
morialise us blaming Wang Chao and asking 
for his punishment for breach of etiquette ! 
This plainly showed that the culprits tried 
to stop freedom of memorialisation, and 
does it not also prove, moreover, that they 
wished to show that our cecrees are not 
worth obeying? Now if we do not make an 
example of the culprits and severely punish 
them for their disgraceful conduct there 
will be no way of putting a stop to disobe- 
dience in the future. Hence we hereby 
command that Huai T‘a-pu (Manchu) 
and Hsii Ying-kuei (Chinese), Presidents 
of the Board of Rites; K’un Hsiu (Manchu) 
and Hsii Hui-li (acting Chinese), Senior 
Vice-Presidents ; and P’u Ting (Manchu) 
and Tséng Kuang-han (Karl Weiyi, acting 
Chinese), Junior Vice-Presidents of the 
same Board, be hereby cashiered and dis- 
missed from the service. As for the said 
Secretary Waug Chao we highly commend 
him for his sturdy independence in refus- 
ing to be browbeaten by his superiors and 
his courageous standing up for'his rights. 
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He surely deserves a reward and we, 
therefore, hereby bestow upon him the 3rd 
brevet button and appoint him an expectant 
official of the 4th Metropolitan grade, as 
an example and encouragement for others 
to imitate. 

[Note.—This decree may be termed the 
Emperor’s death knell, as it was through 
the daily importunities of the cashicred 
and other Conservative officials before the 
Empress Dowager, to save the empire from 
“destruction,” that she shortly after- 
wards was tempted to make the fatal coup 
d'état. As for Wang Chao, as an expectant 
official of the 4th Metropolitan grade, he 
could be appointed to any 3rd-rank post in 
the provinces, such as a Provincial Judge 
or Salt Commissioner, and even a Provincial 
Treasurer or 2nd-rank official; and as 
matters then stood Wang Chao would have 
been so appvuinted had the Emperor had his 
way.for a few months longer.—Translutor. } 


5th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
NEW APPOINTMENTS. 

(1) Yui Lu (Manchu) and Li Tuan-fén 
are appointed acting Presidents of the 
Board of Rites vice Huai Ta-pu (Manchu) 
and Hsii Ying-kuei, cashiered; Shou Chi 
(Manchu) and Wang Hsi-fan acting Senior 
Vice-Presidents vice K‘un Hsiu (Manchu) 
and Hsii Hui-li, cashiered; and Sha Lien 
(Manchu) and Hsii Chih-ching acting 
Junior Vice-Presiderts of the said Board 
of Rites vice P‘u Ting (Manchu) and 
Tséng Kuang-han (Earl Tséng, grandson 
of the late Viceroy Tséng Kuo-ch‘uan of 
Nanking) cashiered. 

(2) Ying Nien is appointed Lieutenant~- 
General of the Red Hanchun Banner 
Corps. 


PROJECT TO REPAIR ROADS, ETC., IN 
PEKING. 


(3) The muddy and bad state of the 
roads of Peking is a disgrace to the 
capital of the Empire, and we .therefore 
command that steps be taken at once to 
remedy matters by the Board of Works 
which in conjunction with the Inspector- 
General of Water Communication and 
Creeks of the Capital and the Commandant 
of the Peking Gendarmerie, shall set about 
at once to work on the deepening of the city 
moats, and creeks communicating with the 
water-gates, cleansing of the ditches and 
drains and the widening, mending and level- 
ling of all the thoroughfares of the five 
cities of Peking. There must be no delay 
in setting to work on this important mat- 
ter and the said Board of Works and its 
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colleagues are commanded to make plans 
and estimates as to what will be required 
in order that the Board of Revenue may 
‘be prepared beforehand to have the money 
needed for the said work. 


THE CASE OF THE OFFICERS OF THE 
ABOLISHED YAMENS. 


(4) With referrence to the meiuorial of 
Hsii Chih-ching, Reader of the Hanlin 
Academy, appointed this day acting Vice- 
President of the Board of Rites, asking 
that steps may be taken at once to settle 
those officers of the various Courts and 
minor Boards abolished in a previous 
‘decree, in order that the deserving may 
not be neglected, we command the As- 
sistant Grand Secretary Sun Chia-nai to 
report thereon to us without delay. 


YOUNG REFORMERS AS IMPERIAL ADVISERS. 


(5) Yang Jui, expectant Reader of the 
Grand Secretariat; Liu Kuang-ti, expectant 
3rd class Secretary of the Board of Punish- 
ments; Liu Hsio, Secretary of the Grand 
Secretariat ; T‘an Tze-t‘ung, an expectant 
prefect of Kiangsu (son of T‘an Chi-hsun, 
Governor of Hupeh), are hereby appointed 
officers of the 4th Metropolitan grade and 
Secretaries of the Grand Council, whose 
special duty will be to advise the Throne 
on reform measures of government. 

SCHEME TO RAISE A NATIONAL ARMY. 

(6) Chany Yin-huan, Senior Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Board of Revenue, advises that, 
in regard to certain memorials handed in to 
the Throne by various officers recommend- 
ing the rai-ing and drilling of a National 
Army after the Western fashion, should 
said measures be approved, it would 
be well to make the movement a 
universal one throughout the Empire. Ile 
also advises that each city of the Empire 
should invite a certain proportion of its 
citizens to give up part of their time and 
train as soldiers, that those having received 
their training be allowed to return to 
their avocations giving place to an equal 
fresh body of citizens, and so on until 
every male inhabitant of the city and 
district shall have had a soldier’s training 
and thus enable him to be called out at 
any time either to keep the peace or to 
fight a foreign aggressor. This national 
army will only be an auxiliary force to 
supplement the regular forces in times of 
war. Weconsider this matter of urgent 
importance and as there is a rebellion in 
Kuangsi province just now it would be a 
good plan for that province and Kuang- 
tung to set to work at once on the lines set 
forth in Chang Yin-huan’s memorial, the 


other provinces to follow suit. We grant 
the Viceroys and Governors of these latter 
provinces a limit of three months to report 
to us upon the result of their work in this 
matter, and one month to the Viceroy of 
Kuangtung and Governor of Kuangsi to 
do the same. Let them not delay in this 
work of doing something for the preserva- 
tion and protection of the Empire. 


6th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
NEW APPOINTMENTS. 
(1) Prince Tsai Hsiin is appointed Com- 
mandant of the Banner regiments and the 
three Pao-yi regiments at the Yuenming- 


; yuen Palace and of the Rifle Brigade of 


the Peking Field Force. 
PROPOSED MINTS. 


(2) The Tsungli Yamén sends up a 
memorial by Liu Ch‘ing-fén, a Secretary of 
the said Yamén, recommending that each 
province should have its special mint, after 
foreign models, in order to supply currency 
badly needed throughout the Empire. The 
said Tsungli Yamén is hereby commanded 
to deliberate upon the matter and report 
to us. 

7th September. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 
NEW APPOINTMENTS. 


(1) Yii Lu and Li Tuan-fén who were ap- 
pointed acting Presidents of the Board of 
Rites the other day are hereby appointed 
to the substantive posts; Kuo-p‘u-t‘ung- 
a (Manchu) is appointed substantive Senior 
Vice-President and Sha Lien (Manchu) 
substantive Junior Vice-President of the 
said Board of Rites. 

(2) Li P‘ei-yuanis appointed Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments ; Liu En-p‘u is appointed Director- 
General of Imperial granaries ; and Tséng 
Kuang-lan (Marquis Tséng, grandson of 
the first Marquis Tséng ICuo-fan) is ap- 
pointed Senior Vice-President of the Court 
of Censors. 

(3) Yt Lu, President of the Board of 
Rites, is further appointed a member of 
the Lsungli Yamén. 

THE GUARDIANS OF THE PEOPLE. 


(4) Of all officers in the Empire none are 
so closely associated with the people under 
them as those holding the posts of dis- 
trict magistrates and independent sub-pre- 
fects. ‘These have, moreover, the duty of 
nourishing the inhabitants and protecting 
converts to Christianity. Of late, not only 
are these officers charged with the careful 
anfl sedulous performance of the above 


(Serr. 7—8. 


duties, but to these are added the duty 
of establishing schools of modern in- 
struction and other reform measures. All 
these being of immediate importance to 
the masses, how careful, therefore, ought 
we to be that only the best, the most 
honest, most energetic, and the best in- 
formed as to modern usages should b> 
chosen to fill these district magistracies and 
independent sub-prefectures! A watch 
must be kept over all such officials, both 
substantive as well as expectant, and 
it is our wish that, should any of them 


prove himself worthy of a post the Viceroy _ 


or Governor of his province must at once 
report him to us for an audience, and if he 
proves all what has been said of him we 
shall surely advance the worthy official to 
a post fitting his abilities. As we strive 
day and night in devising measures benefi- 
cial to our people, surely those Viceroys 
and Governors whom we have honoured 
with our confidence by appointing them to 
their posts ought to be expected to deserve 
such honvur by doing their best in supple- 
menting and carrying forward our measures 
of reform in order to show their gratitude 
to us. 
A GENEROUS EMPEROR. 

(8) When the subject of the Chao Hsin 
Bonds was introduced the Board of 
Revenue declared in their memorial to us 
that the purchase of said Bonds was to be 
entirely voluntary for the masses, and that 
otticials would be strictly prohibited from 
permitting coercion upon the people to 
force them to buy these Bonds. The avarice 
and dishonesty of officials in the provinces 
have, however, made a dead letter of the 
regulations formulated by the Board of Re- 
venue and we hear again and again of cases 
of coercion and forcible purchase which is 
entirely contrary to our wishes and desires. 
We have now received another memorial 
on this subject of extortion and coercion 
from the joint memorial of Huang Kuei- 
chun and a number of co-Censors who 
unanimously denounce the officials of Sze- 
chuan, Shantung, and other provinces for 
forcing the Chao Hsin Bonds upon the 
people. The Board of Revenue in consi- 
deration of the above facts have also 
xecommended that apart from such officials 
in the provinces who are willing to pur- 
chase the Bonds out of their own private 
funds, and those wealthy merchants and 
notables who have already applied for them, 
since the dissemination of the said Bonds 
throughout the empire has only afforded 
dishonest and avaricious officials a pre- 
text for extortion from an unwilling people 
the.further sale of said Bonds should be 


stopped at once. We heartily agree with 
the recommendation and hereby command 
that the sale of the Chao Hsin Bonds shall 
be from henceforth stopped and_ their 
further sale prohibited except in such cases. 
as have been named above. 


PURIFYING THE YAMEN, 


(6) Li Hung-chang and Chin Hsin (Man- 
chu) are hereby excused from further at- 
tendance at the Tsungli Yamén. 


8th September. 
‘IMPERIAL DECREES. 


APPOINTMENTS FOR OFFICERS OF THE 
ABOLISHED YAMENS. 

(1) As the duties formerly done by the 
various Courts and minor Boards, abolished 
the other day, have been since amalgamated 
into the Grand Secretariat and various 
Boards, the officers of the abolished posts 
ought rightly to be given other posts to 
give them proper employment. Having 


| now entered upon an era of reform which 
' we hope to make permanent and lasting, 


and siuce there have since been established 
the bureaux of mines, railways, and com- 
merce, etc., we thereby command that 
regular gradations of substantive posts 
be established in said bureaux in order 
that those of the abolished Yaméns who 
are fit may be appointed thereto. The 
Tsungli Yamén and the Board of Civil 
Appointments are hereby commanded to 
deliberate over this question of posts and 
report without delay to us. 


NEW APPOINTMENTS, 


(2) Hsiit Shu-mnin is appointment Vice- 
President of the Historiographer’s Office 
and Hsii Yung-yi Vice-President of the 
Bureau for the Compilation of the Collected 
- Institutes of the Ta Tsing Dynasty. 

(2) Li Chin-hsi is promoted Provincial 
Treasurer of Fukien; Tsai Hsi-p‘in, Pro- 
vincial Judge of Kuangsi, is transferred to 
a similar post in Hunan and the post 
vacated by him is hereby given to Chang 
Ting-liao. 

(3) Yii Kang is granted the rank of an 
Assistant Military Governor and he is here- 
by appointed Vice-Resident to Tibet with 
headquarters at [sining, Kansu. 


THE YELLOW RIVER ADMINISTRATION. 


(4) The post of Director-General of the 
Yellow River having been abolished and 
his duties amalgamated with the Governor- 
ship of: Honan, we hereby command that 
that part of the river running through 


Serr. 8—9.] 


oe 


Shantung, hitherto within the jurisdic- 
tion of the said Director-General, shall 


henceforth be placed under the care of the 
Governor of the said province of Shantung. 


THE PRINCIPLE OF LABOUR RELIEF. 


\(5) The Board of Revenue has handed in 
a memorial from a 3rd-class secretary of 
that board, named Wang Féng-yi, recom- 
mending the giving of labour in return 
for relief amongst famine sufferers. Al- 
though this system has not been unknown 
in China we find that in the countries of 
the West such labour is reduced to a science, 
and that not only rough manual labour 
is employed, but even such relief work as 
would require the labour of skilled artisans. 
This system is certainly a good way of 
supporting the people. Hitherto, whenever 
this country was afflicted with inundation 
and destruction of the crops it has been 
the practice of those officials entrusted 
with the distribution of relief to pocket a 
large portion of the money, thus causing 
further misery to the sufferers; but with 
the introduction of all kinds of labour in 
return for relief such dishonest officials 
will not be able to do much harm, We 
approve of the said Secretary’s recommen- 
dation and hereby command the Central 
Bureau of Commerce to report upon the 
matter and arrange the regulations after the 
Western model, so that this kind of relief 
work may be inaugurated at once in the 
provinces of Kiangsu, Hupeh, and Shan- 
tung, where famine is now prevalent. 


THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF MACHINERY. 


(G) The Board of Revenue hands in a me- 
morial from a 3rd-class secretary of the said 
board, named Ning Shé-yii, recommending 
the universal use of steam and other kinds 
of machinery. We command the Burew 
of Arts and Commerce to establish branch 
bureaux in the various provinces, and to 
purchase models of the various kinds of 
machinery in modern use so as to educate 
the masses and that the latter may learn 
how to manipulate the machinery for their 
own benefit and use. As the number of 
the various kinds of machine models re- 
quired will be very great we hereby com- 
mand the Viceroys and Governors of pro- 
vinces to set aside a sum of money from 
their retrenched expenses for the purchase 
of the machinery required by the branch 
bureaux within their jurisdiction. 


PROPOSED MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

(7) Sun Chia-nai, Assistant Grand Secre- 
tary, etc., hands us a memorial recom- 
mending the establishment of a Medical 
College in Peking. We agree that such 


a coll ge is of the utmost importance and 
necessity for the good of our subjects, 
where all that is best of the medical 
sciences of the East and West may be 
studied and investigated, and we therefore 
command the said memorialist to see to 
the establishment of such a college to be 
under the jurisdiction of the Peking Uni- 
versity and to report to us as to what he 
has done in the matter. 


9th September. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 
DENUNCIATION OF CHANG YIN-HUAN. 


(1) Wang Chao, a Metropolitan Expect- 
ant Officer of the 4th grade, has denounced 
to us the alleged unworthy action of Chang 
Yin-huan, Senior Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue, who recently com- 
mended to the Throne certain officials who 
had been cashiered and dismissed the ser- 
vice for misconduct through the accusations 
of Li Ping-héng, then Governor of Shan- 
tung ; the cashiered officials being Chang 
Shang-ta, at the time Taotai of Chinanfu ; 
Huang Chi, an expectant Taotai and 
former acting Taotai of the above-named 
Intendancy; and T‘ao Hsi-ch‘i, an ex- 
pectant Taotai degraded to the rank of a 
department magistrate. The memorialist, 
therefore, prays that Chang Yin-huan’s 
suspicious action be investigated and the 
men recommended by him be dismis- 
sed from further notice. It is, however, 
our desire to be impartial in this and all 
matters and therefore we command Chang 
Ju-mei, present Governor of Shantung, to 
make a careful investigation into the mat- 
ter, to find out the character the accused 
ex-officials bore when holding office and 
their general reputation for honesty and 
ability ; and a watch shall also be kept 
upon the conduct of the men, now that 
they have returned to Shantung on Chang 
Yin-huan's recommendation, and on the 
report of the said Governor thereanent 
shall depend whether the said ex-ofticials be 
placed on further probation, or dismissed 
altogether. 


THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW GRADES. 


(2) The Assistant Grand Secretary, Sun 
Chia-nai, hands in his report on the me- 
morial of Usii Chih-ching, Reader of the 
Hanlin Academy, on the question of giving 
posts to men of ability who have no sub- 
stantive offices in Peking. The said report 
states :—In ancient times there were men 
who were termed Unattached Ministers, who 
after a probationary period, were given work 
to do in proportion to the extent of their 
honesty ard abilities. Since your Majesty 


has now begun an era of reform which will 
search the very roots of all obsolete 
offices and customs, it would be well to 
have as many men of talents and abilities 
at hand to assist your Majesty in your 
great work, and for the lasting benefit of 
areformed government. Your memorialist 
would therefore recommend the institution 
of a new class of officials under the title 
of 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades of assistant 
officials, and 3rd, 4th, and Sth grades of 
sub-chancellors ; and when any of the 
unattached ofticials show their fitness 
for any of the above newly-established 
posts to appoint them according to their 
several abilities. This is a ‘good idea 
and we hereby approve the same, and we 
now command the Board of Civil Ap- 
pointments forthwith to draw up a list of 
the said unattached officials with recom- 
mendations as to what officials are fitted 
for the new grades. The same Board is 
also commanded to draw up a set of re- 
gulations to govern future selections of 
officials and send them up to us for 
approval. 


MULTIFARIOUS MEMORIALS. 
(3) The multifarious quantity of me- 
morials handed in daily now amount to 
so great a number—several tens at least— 
that we shall have to divide those that are 
presented by the high Ministers themselves 
and those that are presented by them on 
behalf of others, It shall not be necessary 
in the future to hand in the latter class of 
memorials on the day of presentation, but 
they shall be handed in to us by our high 
Ministers as opportunity offers. 


10th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
TO ABOLISH MORE YAMENS, ETC. 


(1.) Having abolished a number of Pe- 
king yaméns and minor Courts and the duties 
thereof amalgamated with the Six Boards 
and the Grand Sccretariat, we further com- 
manded that other sinecure appointments 
should also be «bolished or the staffs made 
smaller and the duty of reporting upon 
them was given to the Grand Secretariat 
and Six Boards in connection with those in 
the Capital and to the Viceroys and Gover- 
nors of provinces outside of Peking. We 
now issue this decree to hasten once more 
our Ministers and provincial high authori- 
ties in this work and shall expect our 
commands to be obeyed forthwith. To- 
day, furthermore, we read a memorial by 
Wu Haih-hsi, a Secretary of the Board of 
Revenue, denouncing the uselessness of a 
number of Grand Canal captaincies, the 
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holders of which nowadays do not lead 
escorts for the protection of the grain 
fleets through the Grand Canal and who 
swallow up the revenues, especially 
of large tracts of country containing rich 
fields, which in ancient times had been 
given the incumbents to bear the expenses 
of feeding and clothing the troops used to 
escort the grain fleets. Such posts indeed 
ought to be abolished and the ricc-produc- 
ing fields attached to them should be given 
over to the local authorities to be taxed in 
the usual way. But we will leave the 
matter to be reported upon by the Viceroy 
of the Liangkiang, who is also to consider 
and report whether the post of Director- 
General of the Grand Canal ought to stand 
as it is or be abolished as a useless, sinecure 
post. : 

TO GIVE SUBSTANTIAL HELP TO FAMINE 

SUFFERERS. 

(2) The Taotai Wang Chia-t‘ang, a 
Secretary of the Tsungli Yamén, reports in 
a memorial that the whole Empire is filled 
with districts suffering from famine and 
that, although the Imperial Government 
grants munificent sums to help famine 
stricken people, the avarice, dishonesty and 
laziness of officials entrusted with the task 
of distributing relief constantly cause fail- 
ure. Indeed, cases have been known where 
taxes have been demanded of the people 
whom Imperial decrees had excused from 
paying any, owing to the failure of their 
crops, either through the delay ‘of the yamén 
underlings in placarding these decrees in 
the districts concerned, or through the 
culpable negligence of the officials in not 
informing the people of the existence 
of such decrees. We feel extremely in- 
dignant at this criminal dishonesty of local 
oflicials in the provinces and command that 
any one found guilty of such charges shall 
be severely punished at once. We also 
command that, from henceforth, all Im- 
perial deereos relating to the abolition 
of taxes, temporarily or otherwise, or 
granting help to the people, shali be 
published through the whole countryside 
concerned therein, and that all Viceroys 
and Governors of provinces shall henceforth 
see that our commands be properly carried 
out under pain of penalty on their own 
heads. 

PROPOSED RAILWAY FROM PEKING TO 

HSISHAN. 

(3) Hu Yii-fen, Governor of Peking, re- 
commends the construction of a railway 
between Peking and the Western hills, a 
short distance from the capital, for the 
purpose of carrying the bituminous coal, 
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with which the hills abound, into Pe- 
king. This coxl is used by the entire 
population of the Capital and hitherto 
has been carried by camels and mules, 
etc., but the quantity is necessarily 
limited whilst the charge for freight is 
naturally excessive compared. with what a 
railway would charge. It is proposed to 
make the Metropolitan terminus at Lukou 
Bridge, and that in the said hills at the 
First Ravine. As the sum required for 
this short line is not excessive nor the 
distance great we hereby command the 
said Governor to instruct his foreign 
engineers to make a survey and report 
on the proposed line as soon as possible, 
stating the exact amount of money required 
for the construction, etc. 


A LUCRATIVE APPOINTMENT. 


(4) Prince Ching is appointed Chief, and 
Wén Lin Vice-Director, of Octroi, at the 
Chungwén-gate of Peking, for the next 
twelve months. 


TO DEVELOP THE SZECHUAN MINES. 


(5) With reference to the work done by 
the First-class Hanlin Academy Compiler, 
Sung Yii-jén, in carrying out mining 
operations in Szechuan and in considera- 
tion of the great amount of work to do in 
the future, the Tsungli Yamén now re- 
commends the appointment of the expect- 
ant Taotais Han Pstien and Li Ching-yung 
to act as Co-Commissioners of Mines with 
the said Sung Yii-jén, which recommenda- 
tion receives our sanction. Wealso hereby 
command that, in addition to a Bureau 
of Mines, there shall also be established 
a Commercial Bureau in Szechuan and 
that the rules and regulations of the 
said Bureaux be decided upon by the said 
Commissioners of Mines named in this 
decree. Further, that they report thereon 
to the Tsungli Yamén and to the Bureau of 
Control of Railways and Mines for ap- 
proval. 


11th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


HIGH PROVINCIAL AUTHORITIES TO 
‘“ TOE THE LINE.” 


(1) The rule in regard to Viceroys, 
Governors, Treasurers, and Judges of pro- 
vinces has always been that they should 
report to the Throne the expiration of 
their terms of office, at the end of 
three full years, and ask for an Im- 
perial audience. Of late years, however, 
these high officials have been remiss in 
this duty and often make the excuse of 
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having matters of high importance on their 
hands to avoid the necessity of coming 
to Peking for an audience. This must not 
be, and we hereby command that in future 
the said officials shall report as usual at the 
expiration of their term of office of three 
full years and quietly await our com- 
mands as to their future disposal. 


THE NECESSITY OF INTRODUCING 
IMPROVEMENTS IN TRADE. 


(2) The Board of Punishments has hand- 
ed in to us a memorial by a Secretary 
of that Board, named Hsiao Wén-chao, 
stating that the export of silk and tea 
from China has not equalled of late the value 
of imports from foreign countries, in con- 
sequence of which the country is drain- 
ed annually of large amounts for which 
there is no return. Of late the manu- 
facture both of silk and tea has become year- 
ly more inferior, resulting in a reduction 
of the export of these two commodities. 
It is therefore vitally necessary that the 
manufacture of the said silk and tea should 
be improved upon at once in order to in- 
crease the demand for them in foreign 
countries and the Memorialist therefore re- 
commends the establishment without delay 
of schools and workships to teach Chinese 
the science of making silk and tea and 
other things according to Western methods, 
which are far superior to the antiquated. 
methods of China. It is then to be hoped 
that there may be an increase in exports 
to counterbalance the imports that are an- 
nually increasing. The Viceroys and Go- 
vernors, where there are treaty ports within 
their jurisdiction, and of provinces which 
produce silk and tea for export, are hereby 
commanded to take the above to heart and 
to consider without delay what should be 
done in the matter and report at once to 
us. 


12th September, 1898. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 
ANOTHER WARNING AGAINST OBSTRUCTION, 


(1) In our desire to encourage reform 
for the benefit of our people and Empire, 
we would fix upon the minds of all the pri- 
mary importance of abolishing all attempts 
at covering up faults and the use of decep- 
tion. This should be the starting point of all 
reforms. We therefore enjoined upon our 
various Boards and yaméns to stop all old 
practices of obstruction with the object of 
preventing papers on reform and improve- 
ment from reaching the Throne on the 
pretence of their being revolutionary or 
because of breach of etiquette, ete. 


Subsequently the Board of Rites tried 
this game by refusing to hand up to us 
the memorial of their Secretary, 
Wang Chao, with the result that we 
made an example of Huai T‘a-pu and his 
colleagues, the other President and Vice- 
Presidents of the said Board, as a warning 
to others similarly inclined. We then 
further commanded the Court of Censors 
and other yaméns to send up to us without 
delay all memorials and papers as they 
successively arrived, and not to wait for 
their turn of duty at Court to do so, for 
we felt certain that, if we are to inaugurate 
reforms in the government of the Empire, 
we needed to have placed before us the 
suggestions and recommendations evolved 
by clear-headed, far-sighted, and talented 
men to select from and to guide us’in our 
task. For this have we thrown open the 
doors and given all liberty to speak their 
minds to us. Now, apprehending from 
what we have observed, that many of our 
officials, high and low, are still bound by 
the habits of ancient practices and custom 
within which they think they are still held 
as within a hedge, and so dare not 
venture upon the new privileges we 
have bestowed upon all around, we feel 
it incumbent upon us, therefore, to issue 
this decree and once more explain to all 
the new era we have inaugurated and to 
further command that it is our will that 
all memorials and papers received by 
yaméns for transmission to the Throne 
shall be handed to us within the next 
twenty-four hours, and that should it be 
discovered that any secretaries or secretary 
of a yamén should dare to prevent the 
writers of memorials from sending in their 
papers or, perhaps, refuse to receive such 
papers for transmission to us, the Pre- 
sidents and Vice-Presidents of the yamén 
concerned shall be held responsible and 
will be expected to severely denounce the 
guilty secretaries or secretary to the 
Throne. Negligence in this respect we 
are determined shall not be forgiven. 
Finally, we command that our previous 
decrees, dated the 15th of the 6th moon 
(8rd August) and 16th, 17th, 19th, and 24th 
days of the 7th moon (lst, 2nd, 4th, and 
9th September) and the present decree, 
all of which embody our intentions in re- 
gard to our preliminary steps at reform, 
shall be copied out by each yamén and 
posted in the great hall where every one 
may see and learn knowledge and so that 
no one may henceforth dare to contradict 
our will. We do this in our sincere desire 
to abolish all attempts at deception and 
falsehood among our servants. 
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IN SEARCH OF QUICK RESULTS. 


(2) Huang Sze-yung, a member of the 
Hanlin Academy, asks permission to be: 
allowed to raise funds for the establish- 
ment of a school to be called ‘The 
School of Quick Results.” We have al- 
ready sanctioned the establishment of a 
Peking University and five University 
preparatory colleges, one in each of the five 
cities of the capital, and commanded the 
Assistant Grand Secretary, Sun Chia-nai, 
and the Censors of the five cities to set 
to work on them at once. In the present 
memorial the said Hanlin states that the 
establishment of the preparatories is 
comparatively easy but that the University 
will require time and mature deliberation 
to put it on a proper and permanent 
footing and that quick results would be 
impossible to expect from it. The memo- 
rialist, therefore, suggests that he be per- 
mitted to seek for contributions to open a 
school where scholars may begin as soon 
as possible to learn something. The idea 
is very good and commendable, and we 
gladly grant the request for a trial. 
Should it turn out to be of use, similar 
schools, on the memorialist’s plan, shall 
be established throughout the Empire. 
At any rate, we are glad to see our 
officers energetically seeking to solve pro- 
blems for the education of the people and 
desire that our commendation be trans- 
mitted to the said memorialist as an 
encouragement to others. 


MANCHU VICEROY AND 
JUDGE DENOUNCED BY A MANCHU. 


The Censor Wén T‘i denounced, the 
other day, Sung Fan, Viceroy of the Yun- 
Kuei provinces, and Hsing Lu, Provincial 
Judge of Yunnan, the one for nepotism and 
being under the influence of avaricious pro- 
tégés, and the other for being illiterate, in 
capable and partial to military otfticers ; he, 
himself, having been employed in the Army 
for many years until given his present civil 
rank. In consideration of the above 
charges we, therefore, commanded Wang 
Yii-tsao, Governor of Kucichou, to secretly 
investigate the matter and report truth- 
fully thereon to us as soon as possible. 
The report of the said Governor is now 
before us, in which he declares that Sung 
Fan, the accused Viceroy, is really a 
pure and clean-handed official, a 
man having a great respect for his own 
good name and most popular, on this 
account, among his subordinates, high and 
low. This sentiment, the memoriahst de- 
clares, is practically unanimous among the 
ofticials of the two provinces under the 


Srv. 12.) 


said Viceroy's jurisdiction. With regard 
to the accused Provincial Judge, however, 
memorialist considers that the charges 
against him have been, in the majorily, 
clearly proved and states that he is unfit 
to hold his present high post. We, there- 
fore. command that Hsing Lu be forthwith 
cashiered and dismissed the service. As 
for Sung Fan, the memorialist having in 
# postscript memorial accused a certain 
Bridgadier-General of Yunnan named 
Wang Ch'‘éng-hsing, of lowering himself 
by keeping on terms of friendly equality 
with the door-keeper and usher of the 
Viceregal yaumén, thereby demeaning the 
accused General’s cloth, we consider the 
said Viceroy to have been guilty of re- 
missness in his duties, not only in failing to 
puta stop to such unequal relatio ships and 
denouncing the said General’s low proclivi- 
ties to the Throne, but also for having 
failed to report to us the illiteracy of his sub- 
ordinate the Judge. We, therefore, com- 
mand that the said Viceroy be handed over 
to the Board of Civil Appointments for the 
determination of an adequate penalty, 
while the accused Brigadier-General is 
cashiered and dismissed the service. 


THE REMODELLING OF EXAMINATIONS FOR 
MILITARY DECREES, 


(4) We have perused the joint report of 
the Tsungli ‘amén and Board of War 
upon the memorials of a number of 
officials who advocate and recommend 
the abolition of the present style uf ex- 
aminations of candidates for military de- 
grees and the establishment of regulations 
and standards more befitting the reqnire- 
ments of modern times. The report of 
the said Tsungli Yamén and Board of War, 
however, does not seem satisfactory to us, 
as i¢ has not provided for several con- 
tingencies and we therefore command that 
the Grand Council shall also take joint 
consideration with the others on the ques- 
tion and go thoroughly and carefully over 
it and report the result to us. 


A PROVISION FOR DIRECTORS OF STUDIES, 


(5) With the abolition of Wénchang 
and the establishment of universities, 
colleges and schools throughout the Empire, 
under tiie new régime, the work of the 
directors of studies’ in prefectural and 
district cities of the country has also been 
abolished. Provision for these officers 
has, however, to be considered, the new 
arrangemeuts having thrown some 2,000 of 
them, including expectant directors, out of 
employment, and one suggestion is made, 
proposed by the Grand Secretariat Under 


Secretary, Ch‘i Yung-yinz, that these 
directors of studies be appointed tutors of 
Chinese classics in the new colleges and 
schools. The idea isa good one and we 
hereby command the Assis‘ant Grand 
Secretary, Sun Chia-nai, to report on the 
matter. 


EXTENDING THE I. C. POST-OFFICES. 


(6) The Board of Punishments presented 
this morning a memorial by their 3rd-class 
Secretary Ku Hou-k‘un, and the Court of 
Censors a memorial from a 1st-class licen- 
tiate, named Shen Chao-wei, both of whom 
pray that, owing to the recognised con- 
venience that has been made manifest by 
the establishment of the Imperial Chinese 
Postal Administration, steps should be 
taken to multiply post-offices throughout 
the country as well as in the capital itself, 
and suggesting als», as « natural sequence, 
the abolition of the ancient Imperial 
courier service which has done duty so far. 
As the masses seem to have found out 
the reliability and advantages of speedy 
delivery of mail by the newly established 
I. C. Post, we agree with the suggestion 
that branch post-oftices should he opened 
everywhere as many and as speedily as 
possible in order to fulfil the wants of our 
subjects. And we command the Tsungli 
Yamén and the Board of War to consider 
what shall be done in this matter and 
also concerning the abolition of as many 
courier stations as may be found superfluous 
after the estublishment of such extra post 
offices, 


CONCERNING THE INCREASE OF NEWSPAPERS. 


(7) Jui Hsiin (Manchu) Libationer of 
the {imperial Academy, suggests that the 
Imperial encouragement should be given to 
the increase of newspapers throughout the 
country, their value as a popular educator 
being exceedingly great. The menio- 
Tialist further states that several p-r- 
sons having similar tastes and inclinations 
to his own have subscribed a sum of money 
to open a newspaper office in the capital, 
in which will be published translations 
from foreign papers and also articles on 
popular sciences, etc—in fact on the nodel 
of the Chinese Progress published in Shang- 
hai. Our sanction is asked to this, which 
we hereby grant and also command that 
the Governor of Peking and the Censors of 
the Five Cities use their best efforts and 
influence in exhorting tha gentry and 
wealthy men of literary tastes to combine 
and establish or cause to be established 
other newsp.pers in Peking in order to set 
an example to those in the provinces. 


AN AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. 


(7) Chit Hung-chi, Literary Chancellor of 
Kiangsu province, sends us a report upon 
what he has been doing recently in helping 
on the reform of the country and the 
education of the people in Western studies 
and sciences. Memorialist states that 
having reached the city of Kiangyin, on 
the Yangtze, during his tour of the province 
he changed the character of Nanch‘ien 
College from its status of an examining 
plice for M.A. and licentiates belonging to 
Kiangsu into a school for the study of 
Western learning and turned a portion of 
Jand which had been formerly bestowed 
upon the said College into the site of an 
agricultural school, the balance of arable 
land to be used for cultivation of cereals, 
vegetables, fruit trees, cotton, and hemp 
plants, etc., in accordance with Western 
custom, and where modern agricultural 
machinery and appliances will be placed 
to teach anid show the people of that part 
of Kiangsu their value and use. We not 
only desire to commend the memorialist 
for his zeal and enlightened way of in- 
augurating r form work in Kiangyin, and 
bid him go on as he has been doin , but 
as these schools to teach the people Western 
methods of agriculture are to be established 
all over the Empire we also desire that 
the Kiangyin school be taken as a model 
by the other provinces to show what 
knowledge und energy can accomplish. 


THE ERA OF REFORM TO BE MADE KNOWN 
TO ALL. 


(8) Our love for our people and our 
anxiety to rescue the Impire from the 
lethargy and corruption which have fallen 
upon it leading the way to destruction 
caused us tu inaugurate this era of reform 
of the goverument and to spread higher 
and more universal education amongst our 
people for their betterment and for the 
strengthening and enriching of the Empire. 
But we could not do this from the 
materials at hand and so we determined to 
bring in Western learning and sciences to 
our aid to supply what we lacked for our 
purpose. For Westerners are our superiors 
in that they posséss more zeal and persever- 
ance in their putsuit of knowledge. But we 
have heard conservative statesmen and 
scholars decry Western knowledge and 
declare that Westerners have no system in 
their education. These ignorant men do not 
know that the science of government and 
the system of education of Western coun- 
tries have been brought through a thousand 
and even ten thousand difficulties to their 
present perfection by zeal and persever- 
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ance, all leading to one principal aim— 
that of the betterment of the masses. So 
we find that Westerners are wise and 
far-seeing, they bring wealth to their 
families and comfort to their bodies: they 
have that which brightens the intellect and 
improves the person ; they have even long- 
evity at command. All these have been 
given them by their system of government 
and education. Whatever they find of 
benefit and use to the people Westerners 
are always see .ing to extend such in order 
that all iay reap the advantage. We 
have considered and studied the benetit of 
Western learning and morning ani night 
our heart is filled with the desire to intro- 
duce these reforms into our country. Are 
there people who think that we seek to 
introduce new things just for the pleasure 
arising from novelty? No; this surely is 
not so. We indeed yearn to nourish and 
better our people so that they may have 
and enjoy of the best that modern times 
give. Our people are our children, given 
to us by High Heaven to nourish. They 
are the inheritance which our ancestors 
have handed down to us. Hence we con- 
sider that we have failed in the high duty 
belonging to us as the Sovereign and Lord 
of our people when we are brought to re- 
cognise the bitter fact that our children are 
unhappy, comfortless, and poverty-stricken. 
Moreover there is also the fact that the 
nations around us are gathering about us ; 
they have come to take away what we 
cannot keep. We are trying to prevent 
this and yet many of our people do not 
know of the bitterness, the troubles and 
the difficulties which we are fighting hard 
to conquer in order to bestow the highest 
blessings upon our beloved.children. The 
fault due to this ignorance of the people 
concerning our hardships lies wish the in- 
capable and useless officials of the land 
who influenced by conserative people do 
not try toinform the people truly of what we 
are doing for reform, while crafty and 
wicked persons try to spread unseemly 
rumours in order to stir up the people 
ugainst this reform. We feel very in- 
dignant at this, and we now command that 
the whole Empire shall know exactly what 
the country needs in reform and to make 
all feel that we are determined upon re- 
form. Once our whole people know the 
benefits accuring from reform we can then 
depend upon them to carry it out of 
themselves working as our right hand. 
Then will we havea strong China and a 
happy and contented people and our 
dearest wishes shall have beenaccomplished. 
We hereby command that commencing 
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from the decrees of the llth of June 
to the present one, all such decrees 
as touch upon reform work shall be 
copied by all our Viceroys and Governors 
forthwith and printed in clear type to 
be sent to all the prefects, sub-prefects, 
district magistrates and directors of studies 
of the Empire, to be publicly read aloud 
and explained to the people. We desire 
that these decrees be transmitted from 
man to man and from household to 
household in order that all may know 
and learn what we desire for our 
people’s good, We hereby grant permis- 
sion to Provincial Treasurers, Judges, 
‘Taotais, and prefects to memorialise the 
Throne on anything concerning reform 
they may wish to inform us; they must 
not be backward and keep silent, and as 
for the sub-prefects and district magistrates 
they also may memorialise us but through 
their respective Viceroys or Governors. 
The latter shall not be allowed to open 
these memorials but they shall see to it 
that every memorial be sent up to us 
intact and unopened, nor shall any attempt 
at coercion be alluwed by the higher 
authorities on the lower. And we further 
command that our decrees on reform shall 
be placarded and framed outside the great 
gates of the various yaméns irrespective of 
tank, so that all our people may have the 
opportunity of reading the contents and 
learn what is desired for their happiness 
and betterment. 


13th September, 1898. 
NEW APPOINTMENTS. 


(1) Tsou Hsing-lan is appointed Pro- 
vincial Judge of Yunnan. 


(2) Chang Shao-muisappointed Brigadier- 
General of the Kuchou Military Division 
Kueichou province. 


PROPOSED EXAMINATIONS IN SCIENTIFIC 
AGRICULTURE. 


(3) The court of censors has presented to 
us a memorial from an M.A. graduate, 
named Chang Ju-han, advocating the in- 
stitution of examinations for students in 
scientific agriculture after the establishment 
of colleges teaching the same throughout 
the Empire, so that literary graduates 
may also have the knowledge of managing 
their estates and cultivated lands in the 
‘future. The above memorial is hereby 
commanded to be sent to the assistant 
Grand Secretary Sun Chia-nai for report 
thereon to us. 


GRANTING LIBERTY TO ALL TO 
MEMORIALISE THE THRONE. 

(4) We issued’ yesterday a special Kdict 
granting privilege to the substantive 
Provincial Treasurers, Judges, Taotais, and 
Prefects of the Empire to memorialise in 
their own persons to the Throne on any 
subject affecting the question of Reform and 
things that may be of benefit to the masses. 
We further granted the same privilege to 
ofticials holding substantive posts as subpre- 
fects, department and district magistrates, 
in the Empire, but with the proviso that 
their memorials should be sent to us through 
their immediate Viceroys and Governors, 
who, however, are prohibited from opening 
any of the memorials and are commanded 
to send them under their original ‘sealed 
enclosures to Peking on pain of our severe 
displeasure. The above decree we further 
commanded all our Viceroys and Governors 
to notify to their subordinates. We, how- 
ever, desire now to grant a further privilege, 
and that is, to allow the common people 
and scholars without official rank through- 
out our Empire to do the same, and their 
memorials are to be forwarded straight to 
the Throne through their respective local 
Taotais or prefects, the latter being strictly 
forbidden to put obstacles in the way of such 
memorials. Should it be hereafter dis- 
covered that our commands have been dis- 
obeyed in this respect the guilty officials 
will be at once severely punished and no 
leniency will be shown to such as flagrantly 
abuse the trust we have reposed in them. 
Finally it is our urgent command that all 
Viceroys and Governors on receipt of this 
and yesterday's decrees shall proclaim the 
same throughout the length and breadth of 
their several jurisdictions in order that the 
whole Empire may know of the privileges 
granted to them. 


14th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


THE PRESIDENCY OF THE BOARD OF WORKS. 
(1) Ch‘ien Ying-p‘u, President of the 
Board of Works, has memorialised stating 
that his sick leave is about to expire with- 
out finding him in any better health and 
he, therefore, prays that he may be per- 
mitted to resign his post so that the duties 
of his office may not be neglected in his 
continued absence. With reference to the 
above we hereby grant the said memorialist 
another month’s leave and the duties at 
the Board of Works are hereby to be taken 
up ad interim by Hsii Shu-min, in order 
that there may be no delay in pushing on the 
public works entrusted to the said Board. 
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NEW PRIVILEGES TO BE GRANTED 
TO BANNERMEN. 


(2) Yuan Ch‘ang, Taotai of Wuhu, re- 
cently presented certain suggestions in 
regard to the opening out of privileges to 
Manchus and other Bannermen, on the 
ground that their numbers are constantly 
increasing while, owing to the circumscrib- 
ed number of posts and duties by which 
Bannermen are bound, large numbers of 
them are compelled to lie idle, wasting 
away their best years in waiting for their 
turn to fill up the limited posts available 
to them, there being strict laws prohibit- 
ing Bannermen from entering commercial 
pursuits, working at the various trades 
and handicrafts, ete., open to those of pure 
Chinese descent. The Grand Council to 
whom the said Yuan Ch‘ang’s memorial 
was given to report upon are of the 
game mind as the memorialist and they 
agree that other openings in life and the 
usual privileges of Chinese should be given 
to the numerous, idle Bannermen loitering 
around the capital and other cities of the 
Empire where there are Bannermen gar- 
risons. With reference to this important 
question we have further received me- 
morials from the Censors Fu Chiin, Sung 
Yun, and Shén Kuei-fén upon the same 
subject and we have now come to the con- 
clusion that, as we have started on the 
great road of Reform in all branches of 
our government it stands to reason that 
the Banner organisations of Manchus, Mon- 
gols. and Hanchun should also be reformed 
to allow the members to earn their liviny 
and to keep pace with the modern era now 
introduced into the empire. We hereby 
command the Board of Revenue to copy 
out the decrees concerning the duties and 
privileges of Bannermen issued during the 
reigns of Kia Ch‘ing and Tao Kuang (A.D. 
1795 to 1849) and from these frame, after 
due deliberation and consultation with 
the Grand Council and Captain-Generals 
of the various Banner organisations, new 
regulations for the greater freedom and 
betterment of the members _ thereof. 
When the said new regulations shall have 
been agreed upon they are to be reported 
to the Throne for approval and sanction 
as law. 


PRIVILEGED LANDS TO BE THROWN OPEN 
TO THE PEOPLE. 

(3) We received a memorial from Yuan 
Ch‘ang, Taotai of Wuhu, stating that 
there are immense tracts of cultivated 
lands granted to certain territorial garrisons 
on the route of the Grand Canal and other 
inland rivers to hold in fee for protecting 


the grain fleets bound for Peking with 
tribute rice. Now as we have »lready 
decided in a former decree to abolish these 
garrisons and to transfer the transport 
of tribute rice through the Grand Canal 
and other inland rivers to the sea route, 
the above noted lands are therefore set free, 
and as the income accruing therefrom is 
stated to be very large, we hereby com- 
mand the Vicernys and Governurs of the 
Liangkiang, Hukuang‘ and Chékiang pro- 
vinces to take over the snid lands, 
examine into their resources and financial 
condition and the amount of yearly revenue 
that may be obtained through them for 
the Imperial Exchequer, and report thereon 
at once to us. 


15th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS. 


(1) Li Pih-ch‘ang is appointed Taotai of 
the Lingank ‘aikuang Intendancy of Yunnan 
province. 


AN APPEAL, 


(2) During our progress to Eho Park 
yesterday we were appealed to for redress 
of grievances by the wife of the Imperial 
Clansman Pao Chén. We hereby command 
the Imperial Clan Court and the Board of 
Punishments to make a joint investigation 
of the woman's case and report the result 
truthfully to us. 


A PERMISSION TO RESIGN. 
(3) Chi Ch‘ing, Deputy Military Go- 


vernor of irin, Central Manchuria, 
reports that although his sick leave 
is about to expire his illness is still severe 
and he therefore prays that he be permitted 
to resign his post. ‘The request is granted 
and Chi'ching is permitted to retire to his. 
Banner Reservation. 


OFFICIALS RECOMMENDED ORDERED TO AN 
AUDIENCE. 

(4) Chang Yin-lin, Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites, recently recommended to 
our notice the following officials, whom he 
considers to be men of great ability and 
talent, and eager to push on our work 
of Reform:—Lin Ho-sze and Lin Yi- 
yu, expectant Taotais of Kuangtung ; 
Liu En-p‘u, an unattached expectant pre- 
fect, and Ch‘én Ch‘un-ying, an expectant 
8rd class Secretary of the Board of Punish- 
ments. We hereby command the Viceroys 
and Governors under whum the first three 
officials are at present working to send 
them up to Peking for special audienee, 
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while the Board of Punishments is com- 
manded to notify the above-named Secre- 
tary to hold himself ready to be presented 
to us at an early date. 


TO PREYENT ESPIONAGE. 


(5) All boxes holding memorials and 
documents sent up to us by the various 
Boards, Ministries, and Courts, shall in 
future be strongly fastened with thick 
brass metal bands and padlocked on both 
sides. This is to prevent unworthy persons 
from breaking and spying into the contents 
of the said boxes, and the yaméns concerned 
are hereby commanded to take careful 
note of this decree. 

IMPERIAL DECREES. 
16th September. 
NEW APPOINTMENTS. 

(1) Ch‘éng Hsun (Manchu) is appointed 
Deputy Military Governor of Kirin (Central 
Manchuria). 

(2) As the post of prefect of Kaiféngfu, 
Honan, is one requiring abilities of a high 
order and energy on the part of the incum- 
bent the vacancy shall be filled by the most 
able among the substantive prefects in the 
whole of Honan to be chosen by the 
Governor of the said province, and the post 
vacated by the said Governor's choice is to 
be given to Shou Shan (Manchu). 


PROPOSED ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 


(3) The Hanlin Academy presents a 
memorial on behalf of the Hanlin Bachelor, 
‘Ting Wei-lu, who proposes that the Board 
of Revenue shall publish at stated periods 
the revenues collected and sent to the 
capital and the expenditures sanctioned, 
in order to educate the people to a 
knowledge of Imperial finance and also 
as a check on lavish and reckless ex- 
penditures by the Government officials. 
With reference to the above, the Board 
of Revenue which receives the revenues 
and disburses the expenses of the Imperial 
Government, has found it hard to make two 
ends meet, and it is incumbent upon us, 
therefore, to seek a way not only to remedy 
all this but also to seek retrenchment in 
the public expenditures. As we have 
entered now jupon the path of Reform 
and as we have read of the countries of the 
West making up yearly financial budgets 
to guide the people in regard to the 
Tevenues received, expenses paid, etc., 
it is our wish that we follow this example 
also, that the Board of Revenue be instruct- 
ed to make outin full a yearly statement 
of moneys received by it and payments 
made, under their various headings, and 
that these financial statements be published 


for the information of the whole Empire, 
Finally, we earnestly hope that, undertaking 
reform in this direction, there may be means 
opened out, hitherto unknown a. d untried, 
by which our country may be benefited and 
enriched. 

REFORM IN THE JUDICATURE. 


(4) The 3rd-class Secretary of the Board 
of Revenue, Tsai Chén-fan, presents 
through his Board a memorial in which 
he suggests that there shall be appointed 
special judges to try civil and criminal 
cases, on @ agimilar basis to those of 
the West, for no reform can be said to be 
complete unless this branch of the public 
service be also thoroughly reformed and 
remodelled. His suggestions seem to us, 
after a careful perusal, to be quite practica- 
blefand sensible, and with the exception of 
his advocacy for the resuscitation of the 
ancient post of Censor-Judge—Asiin-un— 
and that one which recommends the grant- 
ing to Customs Taotais the power of trying 
lawsuits within their several jurisdictions 
like other local authorities, neither of 
which are at present to be considered, we 
hereby command the members of the Grand 
Council to join those of the Grand Secre- 
tariat, the Ministers of the various Boards, 
the members of the Hanlin Academy and 
of the Censorate in a grand deliberation of 
the said memorialist’s suggestions for report 
to us thereon. 

TO STRENGTHEN THE EMPEROR'S HANDS. 


(5) The drilling and organisation of the 
Imperial armies after the modern Western 
system is, in our eyes, the most important 
measure which must be carefully attended 
to in the crisis our Empire is undergoing. 
Now Yuan shih-k‘ai, Provincial Judge 
of Chihli, who has hitherto held military 
command has proved himself an effective, 
energetic, and careful organiser and dis- 
ciplinarian. In reward for this we now 
hereby command that he be promoted to 
the rank of an expectant Vice-President 
of one of the Six Boards. He is not, 
however, to come up to Peking to take 
is place in the ranks of expectants, but 
his to continue commanding the Corps 
which he has organised and drilled, with 
further duties as Inspector-General of 
Army organisations and drills in the 
Peiyang, concerning which he is further 
granted the privilege of memorialising 
and reporting to us direct. We trust 
that Yuan Shih-k‘ai, bearing in his mind 
the importance of the period we are 
now passing and the crisis of the moment, 
will use his best endeavours to deserve his 
promotion which is given as a token of the 


great trust and confidence we intend to im- 
pose upon him. We hope to find him soon 
at the head of a thoroughly drilled and or- 
ganised Army Corps which shall, on this 
account, be irresistible in the field. 


17th September, 
TniperiaL DECREEs. 


NEW APPOINTMENTS. 


(1) Chou Lien, Taotai of Amoy, is 
hereby promoted to be Provincial Judge of 
Chikhli vice Yuan Shih-k‘ai promoted ex- 
pectant. Vice-President of a Board. 
Yiin Tsu-ch’i is appointed Taotai of the 
Hsing-Ch‘uan-Yung Intendancy of Fukien, 
in succession to the above-named Chou 
Lien. 

Note :-—Both the new Judge and Taotai 
were considered strong reformers and active 
members of the Reform Party, but as 
since the coup d'état they have managed 
to hold their posts there is a suspicion 
that these two officials are but time- 
servers after all—Translator. 

(2) Hu Ting-kan is appointed Grain 
Taotai of Fukien province. 

(3) T'ang Ch‘un-sén is appointed Censor 
and Keeper of the Great Seal of the Board 
of Punishments. 


(4) As the post of prefect of Foochow is 
one of great difficulty we hereby command 
the Viceroy of Min-Ché to select the best 
man he thinks fit for that post from among 
all the substantive prefects of the province 
of. Fukien and to appoint Yi Kuei (Man- 
chu). to the post left vacant by the said 
Viceroy’s choice. 

RECOMMENDED AS MEN OF ABILITY. 

(5) Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liang- 
kiang provinces, has recommended to our 
favourable consideration the following 
officials who are stated to be men of great 
ability and. versatile talents and fit for 
holding important posts, to assist us in 
our programme of reform, viz.:—Ch‘ien Té- 
p‘ei, expectant Taotai of Kiangsu; Yuan 
Tsu-t‘ang, Shén Tun-ho, Lo Chia-shih, 
and T‘ao Sén-chia, unattached expectant 
Taotais; and the Anhui expectant Taotai 
Chang Pei-hsii. We hereby command the 
said Viceroy to grant the above-named 
Taotais leave of absence to come up 
to Peking at an early date. 


(6) The same Viceroy further  recom- 
mends the following officials:—The Kiangsu 
expectant Taotuis Liu Sze-en and Ting 
Pao-yuan, the Kiangsu expectant prefects, 
Ko Féng-shih and Chang Pang-chih, and the 
Kiangsi expectant prefect: Yuan Shu-hsiin, 
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The said Viceroy is commanded to send the 
above for an audience before us at an early 
date. 

(7) The Censor K‘ué-pu-t‘ung-wu (Man- 
chu) also recommends certain officials on 
the same grounds :—the unattached ex- 
pectant Taotai Ch‘én Jeh-siang; Ch'‘i 
Shih-tséng, 2nd.class Secretary, Board of 
War ; Ch‘én Kuei-fang, 3rd-class Secretary 
Board of Punishments ; and the unattached 
district magistrate Féng Pao-lin. The 
above are hereby commanded to come to 
Peking and prepare for audience. 


FOR THE SAFETY OF KANG YU-WEI. 


(8) The other day we appointed the 3rd 
class Secretary of the Board of Works, 
Kang Yii-wei, to be special Commissioner 
for establishing official newspapers. We 
hear however, with much surprise that he 
is still lingering in Peking instead of going 
at once to Shanghai. In our anxiety to 
reform our Empire we are only too glad 
to meet and consult with men who have 
studied the question of reform thoroughly, 
and because Kang Yii-wei seemed to be 
all'this, we granted him a special audience 
once, appointing him at the time to the 
task of superintending the establishment 
of ofticial newspapers as we were anxious 
to begin educating and opening the 
eyes of the people as soon as_ possible. 
The post thus. given to Kang Yii-wei was 
one: of importance and trust. Now that 
he has procured a substantial sum of 
money for the above object we command 
him to start with all speed for Shanghai. 
He is forbidden to linger here any longer. 

Note.—Although the decree merely states 
that Kang Yii-wei, the Great Reformer of 
China, was only given one formal audience, 
which was true, the fact is that Kang 
attended upon the Emperor secretly every 
night at the Palace for nearly six weeks, 
the majority of his Majesty's reform decrees 
having been framed by Kang Yii-wei and 
approved of and issued as coming from. the 
Emperor himself. Naturally the world 
was not to know of these nightly visits of: 
Kang to the Palace, and he was often 
accompanied by other members of the Re- 
form Party such as T'an Sze-tung—the son 
of. the. then Governor of Hupeh—Liang 
Ch‘i-chao—ex-Editor of Chinese Progress 
—and others. The Emperor during these 
nightly interviews and. periods of talk 
and advice given on. Reform threw off 
all reserve and ceremony, making his 
welcome visitors sit on lounges by hia 
side, instead of talking to them while kneel- 
ing at the foot of the Emperor’s divan 
which was a most serious and glaring breach 
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of Court etiquette in the eyes of the Con- 
servatives. On the night the above decree 
was written by the Emperor, Kang Yii-wei 
and T‘an Sze-tung were both present. News 
had been. received that Huai Ta-pu, the 
cashiered President of the Board of Rites, 
Kang Yi, the President of the Board of War, 
and Wang Wén-shao, President of the Board 
of. Revenue, had been to the Empress 
Dowager’s Palace at Eho Park that day 
and with tears in their eyes had be- 
sought her to resume control as the 
Empire was ‘‘going to the dogs.” 
Further that Kang Yi and Huai Ta-pu 
had made strong demands that Kang and 
his Reformers should be all summarily 
executed and their Party destroyed root 
and branch. This alarmed the Emperor, 
and:as Kang Yii-wei was generally known 
to be in Peking the former thought it 
best to send the latter off by means of 
a. decree, for fear that the Conservatives 
would seek to detain Kang Yii-wei in 
Peking should he suddenly start. for the 
South thereby making him look like a 
fugitive. The parting of the Emperor 
with Kang is stated to have been most 
pathetic ; his Majesty was very loath to part 
with his confidential adviser and said that 
nothing but the fear that Kang’s: life was 
really in danger and the hope that he 
trusted still to have him as adviser at some 
future, more peaceful, time prompted the 
command to leave the dangerous atmos- 
here of Peking at the present moment. 
he result. of the coup d'état showed that 
the Emperor was not far wrong in sending 
Kang away.—Translator. 


18th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
A. RECOMMENDATION. 

Ch‘én Chao-wén, the Cevsor, recom- 
mends to our favourable notice the 
Hanlin Bachelor, Li Tsi-hsiin, who the 
memorialigt strtes is a man of cousiderable 
ability and liberal views. We hereby 
command the said Hanlin to prepare for 
audience at an early date. 

19th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


THE NECESSITY OF A KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
TREATIES. 


(1) The other day we issued a decree 
commanding the Tsungli Yamén to collate 
the treaties between. this. Empire and 
foreign countries and publish them as one 
work, for the purpose of distributing 
copies of them to every yamén within and 
without the capital, so that every official 
not only may not in the future affect 


ignorance of the treaties, but may also bo 
able at any time to act up to them in his 
dealings with strangers from afar. We 
have now received a memorial from the 
Tsungli Yamén stating that the collection 
and printing of the treaties will take 
some time to do, and recommending, for 
the nonce, that a work called A Compendium. 
of the Treaties, published by the Peiyang 
Printing and Lithographic Press, be first 
made use. of and distributed throughout 
the Empire. We grant this memorial and. 
hereby command the. said Yamén to send 
dispatches to all the Viceroys and Govern- 
ors of provinces, ordering them to send 
deputies to the Peiyang to receive their 
consignments of the said Compendium 
according to the number of them re- 
quired by their respective provinces. 
The said Viceroys and Governors are 
further required to see to it that all 
the subordinate officials under them shall 
study these treaties thoroughly so that 
they may not display. ignorance when 
called upon to deal with matters of interna- 
tional intercourse. Finally, the Tsungli 
Yamén. is expected to work energetically 
upon the collection of these treaties to be 
printed and published in full, and as they. 
relate to the important question of interna- 
tional relations the said Yamén shall 
appoint officers well versed in them to 
compare the proof sheets carefully so that 
the collection shall be as complete as. 
possible and serve as a standard and 
authorised work for all time. 


THE VICEROY OF THE YUN-KUEI PROVINCES. 


(2) With reference tothe denunciation of 
misconduct against Sung Fan, Viceroy of 
Yun-Kuei, (vide Imperial decree of 12th 
instant) the Board of Civil Appointments 
has now made. its report and recommends 
that the penalty against the said Viceroy 
be degradation of two steps of rank 
and transference to a post commen- 
surate with his lowered rank. As a 
token of extra Imperial grace and mercy, 
we hereby command that Sung Fan’s 
sentence be commuted to loss of button, 
but with retention of his present post. 
Now the Yun-Kuei are important fron-~ 
tier provinces, surrounded by mountain 
ranges, and the duties and responsibilities 
of the Viceroy both multifarious and 
grave. As we have commenced on an 
era of reform for the betterment of the 
masses, the said Sung Fan should, in grati- 
tude for the mercy shown to him, work 
energetically upon the question of opening 
up the country to the working of mines, 
establishing of schools and colleges of 
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Western Learning and the encourage- 
ment of agriculture, the arts and commerce, 
after Western models. For all these are 
important bases of a strong China. Further- 
more, as the Governorship of Yunnan has 
been abolished and its duties amalgamated 
with the Viceroyship, Sung Fan will find 
his responsibilities doubled and we, there- 
fore, desire to exhort him to arouse himself 
and deserve our confidence in him. In his 
employment of men and measures of govern- 
ment he should avoid falling iuto the errors 
of conservatism, but use men according 
to their fitness and ability, regardless of 
official rank, promoting such as circum- 
stances require, and in dealing with ques- 
tions of government he should work on 
modern lines and break through the hedges 
which have hitherto confined them within 
circumscribed limits. Success will attend 
his efforts in this direction, and we trust 
that we shall not be disappointed in 
having extended mercy to the said Viceroy. 


EXTRA EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES IN PEKING. 


(3) The Assistant Grand Secretary, Sun 
Chia-nai presents a memorial recommend- 
ing the further establishment of Middle 
Schools in the Capital to feed 'he Peking 
University in the future. As Peking is 
the chief city of the Empire it is neces- 
sary that it should have more numerous 
educational institutions than any other 
city, as a model to others. The me- 
morialist’s plan is to first establish a 
Middle School wherein students, con- 
sisting of licentiates of Chihli province, 
may by competitive examination be ad- 
mitted to the benefits of studying foreign 
literature, sciences and languages. The 
limit shall be forty from Chihli and an 
extra class of twenty consisting of licen- 
tiates from other provinces or sixty in all, 
for each Middle School established. The 
idea is excellent and we gladly give our 
sanction to the matter. As for funds, we 
command that the sum of Tls. 8,500 be 
drawn annually from the Emergency Fund 
to provide for relief to sufferers from 
famine in Chihli, which is to be used for 
the support of the proposed Middle School 
and as a regular income for it. The Im- 
perial Household Department in conjunc- 
tion with the Governor of Peking are here- 
by commanded to arrange about a location 
for the above, at an early date. 


A COLLEGE FOR SZECHUANESE IN PEKING. 


(4) The said Sun Chia-nai also presents 
a memorial on behalf of Yang Jui, a Sze- 


chuanese metropolitan official of the 4th. 


rank who, in conjunction with other fellow- 
provincials, pray for permission to establish 
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a college of Western learning in the capital 
for the special education of sons of metro- 
politan officials from Szechuan and for 
such licentiates from Szechuan as may 
be staying in the capital. The idea is an 
excellent one and we hereby grant our sanc- 
tion and further command the said memo- 
rialis to transmit our commendation to 
the authors of this liberal movement. As 
for the unattached Taotai Li Ching-yung 
who has contributed ‘ls. 20,000 to this 
worthy object we desire to express our 
approval of his patriotic and loyal conduct 
by granting him the brevet premier button 
T‘ou-pin-ting-tai,—while to Li Ming-chéng, 
Taotai of Tientsin, who contributed Tis. 
2,000; the expectant Taotai Han Ts‘ien 
Tls. 1,000; and Ch‘én Shih-li, 3rd class 
Secretary of the Board of War, Tis. 1,000, 
we hereby command that our commenda- 
tion of their patriotism be forthwith trans- 
mitted to each, severally, in order to arouse 
emulation in others. The Board of Civil 
Appointments is commanded to take note. 


20th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
NEW APPOINTMENTS. 

(1) Féng Ju-k‘uei is appointed prefect 
of Shunkingfu, Szechuan. : 

(2) Ch‘un Ming (Manchu) is appointed 
a secretary to the mausoleum of H.H. the 
late Prince Chun (Father of the Emperor) 
and Liang Yu-tsing (Hanchun) is appoint- 
ed in the same capacity to the Mongolian 
Superintendency. 

(3) K‘uei Ch‘éng (Manchu), Ist class 
Secretary of the Ritual department of the 
Board of Rites, is appointment superin- 
tendant of the Tailing mansoleum. 


THE DUTY OF VICEROYS AND GOVERNORS. 


(4) Ofall officials who are most intimately 
in touch with the people, the local officials 
of the ranks of sub-prefect and district 
Magistrate are the closest. They are con- 
stantly occupied in dealing with the people 
round about them and therefore they are 
most responsible for the happiness or 
wretchedness of those whom they govern. 
Bearing this in mind it is clear that 
men appointed to such posts should 
have every qualification in ability, justice, 
and benevolence. But we regret to 
find the Viceroys and Governors have al- 
ways been in the habit of transferring these 
local officials from one place to another 
choosing lucrative posts for their protégés 
and favourites and relegating men of ability 
to poor posts because they do not happen 
to possess any influence. Instead, there- 
fore of choosing the proper men for such 
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posts after due investigation and examina- 
tion of their abilities, these Viceroys and 
Governors often choose the best places for 
their own people, regardless of the fate of 
the inhabitants. This is certainly most 
reprehensible and should at once be puta 
stop to. We trust that this decree will be 
sufficient to warn such Viceroys and Go- 
vernors who are in the habit of showing 
such preference, to the great detriment of 
the welfare and happiness of the people 
uuder them. 


21st September, 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


THE RESULT OF THE ‘‘ COUP D'ETAT :” 
THE EMPEROR RESIGNS. 


_(1) Our Empire is now labouring under 
great difficulties and, therefore, it is néces- 
sary to delay the question of ordinary 
reforms. We have worked energetically 
and laboriously at our duty, day and night, 
so that after attending closely to a myriad 
of matters we have often felt much lassi- 
tude in body. This brought us to the 
thought that her Majesty, the Empress 
Dowager Tze-hsi-tuan-yu, etc., had since 
the reign of the late Emperor Tung Chih 
twice held the regency with much suc- 
cess, and that although the Empire was 
then also labouring under great difficulties 
she always issued triumphant and success- 
ful when grappling with critical questions, 
Now we consider the safety of the Empire 
handed down to us by our Imperial Ances- 
tors above all things else ; hence under the 
critical condition of things now pending 
over us we have thrice petitioned her 
Majesty to graciously accede to our prayer 
and personally give us the benefit of. her 
wise instructions in the government of this 

impire. She has, fortunately for the 
prosperity of the officials and inhabitants 
of the Empire, granted our request and, 
from to-day on, her Majesty will conduct 
the affairs of State in the ordinary Throne- 
hall—where the full Court etiquette is not 
observed and where the sovereign may 
converse more freely with those having 
audience of him. or her. We intend, 
therefore, at the head of our Princes and 
Ministers to pay our allegiance and 
obeisances to her Majesty on the 23rd 
instant, at the Ch‘ing-chéng Throne-hall, 
and hereby command that the Board 
concerned shall prepare everything and 
also draw up a report as to what cere- 
monies should be observed on the said 
occasion. 

Note.-The Emperor’s consent to the 
above decree was, of course, not asked, 
although issued in his name.—Translator. 


THE BEGINNING OF THE PERSECUTIONS, 


(2) The Censor Sung Peh-lu has been 
guilty of recklessly recommending to the 
favour of the Emperor men of desperate 
characters, while he himself has always 
borne the reputation of a man of evil 
and doubtful circumstances. He is hereby 
cashiered and dismissed for ever from the 
Imperial service. 


RECOMMENDING OFFICERS OF MERIT. 


(3) Tan Chi-hsiin, Governor of Hupeh, 
has sent us a memorial recommendin; 
the following officials as able and talented 
men :—Sung Yii-jén, a first-class Hanlin 
Academist, and Hung Ts‘ao, an expectant 
prefect of Hupeh. The two officials here- 
in named are commanded to come to 
Peking for an audience. 

_ Note.—This decree was issued only an 
hour before the Empress Dowager's cow 
d'état and as it was not of any importance 
was not suppressed by the usurper. Two 
other decrees of the Emperor, one of which 
commanded the Grand Council and Grand 
Secretariat, in conjunction with the Six 
Boards and minor Courts, to consider the 
question of a National Parliament, and the 
other a Rescript commending favourably a 
memorial of Tan Sze-tung—subsequently 
summarily executed with five other mem- 
bers of the Reform Party— with regard to 
the necessity of some more convenient form 
of dress to take the place of the present 
clumsy style, were, of course, speedily sup- 
pressed by the Empress Dowager and the 
Conservatives. —Translator. 

22nd September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
NEW APPOINTMENTS. ; 

(1) Wu Shu-mei is appointed sub-Chan- 
cellor of the Grand Secretariat with the 
brevet rank of a Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites. 

2) Ts‘ui Ting-kuei is appointed Bri- 
ge ier-General of the Ts‘aochou Circuit of 

hantung province. 
GUABDING AGAINST ASSASSINATION. 

(3) That strict care should be exercised 
to prevent outsiders from entering the 
precincts of the ‘‘ Forbidden City” is clear 
to every one, in addition to which orders 
have been constantly issued commanding 
the officers in charge of the guards to 
patrol the sacred precincts and environs 
carefully and watchfully. In spite, how- 
ever, of this outsiders and loafers have been 
frequently observed in the ‘‘ Forbidden 
City,” a laxity and carelessness which 
roust. in future. be severely punished. 
We hereby command the Commandanfé 
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of the Peking Gendarmerie to appoint 
extra officers and men to police the 
grounds at Eho Park Palace, the Western 
Palace gardens, and the ‘‘ Forbidden 
City” and that strict watch be kept at 
the great entrance gates thereof, lest 
outsiders and desperate characters still 
continue to visit these precincts. As 
for the usual troops from the Imperial 
Guards on duty there they are com- 
manded to keep on their guard as before 
with strict injunction to exercise careful 
watch. Any remissness will be visited 
with instant dismissal and severe corporal 
punishment. 


23rd September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
A RECOMMENDATION. 

With reference to the recommendation 
of the unattached expectant Taotai Hsii 
Yii to the Throne by Hu _ Ping-chih, 
Governor of Shansi, the said Taotai is 
commanded to come to Peking for an 
audience. ; 

24th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
A NEW APPOINTMENT. 

(1) Ho Nai-ying is neues Civil 
Governor of Moukden and Literary Chan- 
cellor of Féntien province. 


DEATH OF A TARTAR-GENERAL. 


(2) We regret to hear of the death of 
Pao Nien, late Tartar-General of Canton, 
and as a token of the Imperial esteem he 
is to be buried according to the special 
ceremonies of his rank and his remains 
shall be allowed to enter the gates 
of any city of the Empire. Any black 
marks in the official records against his 
name shall also be erased and the Board 
of Rites is commanded to state the amount 
of Government grant usually bestowed in 
such a case. 

Note.—Unless specially allowed by Im- 
ate decree no coffin containing a dead 

ody is allowed to enter any city gate. 
Coffins may leave a city but are prohibited 
by law from entering one.—Translator. 


26th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


A LAME EXCUSE FOR DEPOSING THE 
EMPEROR. 

Since the month of June of this year we 
have frequently felt unwell and although 
some months have elapsed we still feel 
weak and incapable. Should there be any 
one well versed and experienced in medical 
knowledge who may be known to our 


officials, both within and without the 
capital, we hereby grant them prrmission 
to recommend such to us. Those physi- 
cians who are at present outside Peking 
are commanded to be sent to us by the high 
provincial officials as soon as they shall 
have received this decree. Let there be 
no unnecessary delay. 

Note.—When the Empress Dowager 
usurped the Throne, she and her friends 
intended to make away with the Emperor 
and so published this decree asking for phy- 
sicians to be sent up to Peking as soon as 
possible. This was to prepare the country 
at large that the Emperor was seriously ill 
and requiring immediate medical aid, so 
that when his Majesty was indeed made 
away with there need be no surprise felt 
at the suddenness of his demise ‘‘ through 
illness,” —Translator. 


26th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
NEW APPOINTMENTS. 

(1) Ch‘éng Chang (Manchu) is appointed 
Vice-Director of the Court of Sacrificial 
Worship. 

(2) Hsii Yung-yi, Senior Vice-President 
of the Board of Civil Appointments, is 
appointed a Minister of the Tsungli Yamén. 


THE OLD PLATFORM. 


(3) When we began the era of reform, 
such as devising means for the encourage- 
ment of commerce and the like, we did 
so with the hope of strengthening and 
enriching our Empire and for the better- 
ment of our people. We were not led to 
do all this for the mere love of change and 
the oversetting of old customs and man- 
ners. Our people throughout the empire 
must be aware that we were forced to do 
this by the crises hanging over us. . But we 
now find that, owing to our actions in the 
above respect, our people are getting unduly 
excited, suspicious and panic-stricken, and 
must attribute this to the incapability of 
the officials put over them, and the inabil- 
ity of these officials to comprehend our 
reasons in so doing. In consequence of this 
we find shallow-minded persons filled with 
improper ambitions, and rumours are being 
added to rumours pregnant with disastrous 
consequences. As an example, our decree 
for the abolition of certain yaméns and 
offices was made with the idea of doing 
away with, or lessening the number of 
sinecure appointments, but many people, 
without weighing the matter carefully, sud- 
denly seized hold of the idea that we had 
in mind the radical change of the whole 
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government machinery. Rumour then fol- 
lowed rumour and uncertainty was begin- 
ning to be dangerous, and such is the state 
of affairs that it has become exceedingly 
hard to foresee where matters will end. We 
feel, therefore, that, unless an explanation 
be made, these idle rnmours will shake the 
empire and our people be filled with ideas 
dangerous to the State. This certainly 
was not what we expected when we entered 
upon our career of strengthening and en- 
riching the country. Since our efforts 
have been miscontrued and the aboli- 
tion of superfluous offices and yaméns 
like the Supervisorate of Instruction of 
the Heir, etc., misunderstood, we are of 
opinion that the best way will be to revert 
to the old order of things and restore the 
abolished yaméns. 

We therefore command that the above- 
named Supervisorate ; the Office of Trans- 
mission of dispatches and Imperial decrees; 
the Court of Revision; the Banqueting 
Court ; the Court of the Imperial Stud 
and the Ceremonial Court, shall all re- 
vert to their original status and con- 
tinue their work as before. The decree 
of abolition in their case is hereby 
revoked, but not our command concerning 
bureaux and offices in the provinces, the 
Viceroys and Governors concerned being 
atill expectd to abolish all superfluous 
establishments and officials under their 
jurisdiction. With reference to the in- 
stitution of the Chinese Progress and other 
official newspapers, and the permission 
granted to scholars and common people to 
memorialise the Throne on any subject of 
reform, we originally intended them as a 
means of enlightening us on matters in- 
timately concerning the people themselves; 
‘but the fact that we have a number of 
Censors whose duties refer to the same and 
whose agency in this direction can be 
utilised without any trouble, and also since 
the above permission will nocossarily in- 
undate us with myriads of memorials, 
many which we have since received 
being penned by ignorant people and 
illiterates, the reading of which involves a 
waste of time, we are compelled to revoke 
this permission also,and as a mark that the 
old law is to be observed, command that no 
-one shall hereafter be permitted to memo- 
rialise the Throne except, and only such, as 
‘have the right by virtue of their office, so 
todo. Furthermore, the Chinese Progress 
does not seem to offer any advantages, but, 
on the contrary, it will only be an instru- 
-ment to stir up discontent and restlessness; 
-hence the further publication of this paper 
must also be forbidden. 


With regard to the Peking University 
and higher schools, as they are places to 
nourish and instruct men of ability, they 
are allowed to stand only so far as Peking 
and the provincial capitals, where steps 
have already been taken to establish them, 
are concerned. Those schools intended to 
be established in other prefectural, sub- 
prefectural and district cities by the 
officials are commanded to be held in 
abeyance and the people allowed to form 
such if they please to do so; while as 
regards monasteries, nunneries and tem- 
ples not authorised by, and recorded in the 
Board of Rites, which were commanded 
to be given up and turned into schools 
of Western Learning, since their occu- 
pants have not been proved guilty of im- 
morality or violation of the laws of the 
land, and since official schools are held in 
abeyance, there will be no further use of 
them. The command for their abolition 
is hereby revoked and the present inmates 
allowed to stay there as usual. With 
reference to such subjects now under dis- 
cussion as advancement of trade, encour- 
agement of labour and the arts, and the 
instructing of the people in modern agri- 
culture,together with the means of instruct- 
ing the masses in the knowledge of firearms 
and military drills—all these are of the 
highest importance to the country and every 
endeavour should be made to make these a 
tangible success, and an era of reform in this 
connection begun as soon as possible. AlL 
propositions and recommendations which 
contain nothing really advantageous to the 
State and opposed to the old order of 
things are from now forbidden to be touched 
upon. The Six Boards and the Tsungli 
Yamén are hereby commanded to consult 
thereon and report truthfully to us, so 
that steps may be taken as to the reforms 
that should be commenced first. Care 
should be taken to differentiate between 
things that should be done and things to 
be abolished. Your Emperor has not suc- 
ceeded in anything satisfacvorily during the 
past two months and he now looks to all 
and each of you, severally, to loyally enter 
upon your duties. Let this decree be - 
made known to the whole empire. 

Note.—Although the above reactionary 
decree is issued in the Emperor’s name, it is, 
of course, obvious that the Conservative 
advisers of the Empress Dowager had the 
framing of the same. The Emperor since the 
coup d’état must be considered a nonentity.— 
Translator. 

THE REIGN OF TERROR. 


(4) The Board of Punishments reports 
the arrest of the traitors Hsii Chih-ching, 


acting Vice-President of the Board of 
Rites; Yang Shén-hsiu and Yang Jui, 
Censors ; T‘un Sze-tung, expectant prefect; 
Lin Hsié, and Liu Kuang-ti, Hanlin 
Academists ; and Kang Kuang-jén, M. A., 
Kang Yu-wei’s younger brother. As their 
crime is most serious and the gravity 
of the situation critical, the said Board 
prays that some of the high Ministers of 
the Court be associated with it in the trial 
of the above-named traitors. We hereby 
command that the Grand Council and the 
Court of Censors join the said Board in 
trying the case in a strict and impartial 
manner. With reference to Chang Yin- 
huan, Senior Vice-President of the Board 
of Revenue, who has also been arrested, 
although he has been denounced by many 
persons for misconduct, it is known he is 
not a member of Kang Yu-wei’s party and 
we therefore command that Chang Yin- 
huan be, for the present, incarcerated in 
the prisons of the Board of Punishment 
to await further orders. Kang Yu-wei is 
the most guilty one. He has been guilty 
of treason and gathered around him a 
large party for treasonable purposes of his 
own, but to show that this dynasty is a 
most merciful one, with the exception of 
Hsii Chih-ching and the others above-named 
who were the principal members of Kang’s 
party, the Government will not implicate 
or punish the rest of the officials and 

entry who have joined that party in 

eking and elsewhere. 


Nofe.—Although this decree looks as if 
some justice was to be observed in the trial 
of the Reformers arrested by the Board of 
Punishments it may as well be here stated 
that, except the first named—Heii Chih-ching 
—the remaining six patriots were summarily 
executed two days after and madé martyrs to 
reform without a trial. A secret edict of the 
Empress Dowager to this end was brought to 
the Joint Court, held in the Board of Punish- 
ments, by Kang Yi, just as the members of the 
Court were assembling io the hall to try the 

risoners, and so they were simply made to 

neel before the tribunal, answer totheir names 
when called out, and then led out to slaughter. 
T’an Szé-tung and Lin Hsié called upon Kang 
Yi, who seemed to conduct the whole proceed. 
ings, to hear what they had to say ; but this 
sanguinary Mihiater waved them off and the 
unfortunate six were dragged out at once to 
execution by the myrmidons of the Court 
standing around, It has since transpired 
that the Empress Dowager wished for a trial 
and’ the hearidtg of evidence before the fate 
of the six martyrs was decided; but 
that Kang Yi was most persistent in his 
advice to behead, without trial, not only 
those already, arrested, but also every one 
suspected of having favoured Kang Yu-wei 
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and his friends, and to sell their wives and 
children into slavery. This was strenuously 
opposed by Jung Lu, who advised moderation, 
but the Empress Dowager, overcome by Kang 
Yi’s importunity, at last gave way, so far as 
allowing the six martyrs’ instant decapitation. 
Kang Yi in high spirits, wavirg on high the 
Empress Dowager’s decree, then triumphantly 
marched into the hall of “justice” and having 
read aloud the ‘'sacred” contents to his 
kneeling coadjutors and fellow ‘+ judges,” 
immediately turned round and waved his 
victims off to their death. As for the pro- 
mise not to implicate others, this, of course, 
was not kept.— 7'rauslator. 
27th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
THE INUNDATIONS IN KIANGPEH. 

The other day Liu K‘un-Yi, Viceroy of 
the Liangkiang, reported that, owing to 
disastrous rains and the rising of the rivers, 
the whole region embraced in the pre- 
fectures of Hsiichou and Huaian was 
under water, and further stated that hé 
had given strict orders for an investigation 
to be made as to the extent of the disaster. 
The said Viceroy now again repor's that 
the extent of the inundation is very largé 
and the suffering most severe and that, 
unless speedy aid be not given, millions 
of people will perish. We are filled with 
pity at the catastrophe hanging over such 
a large portion of our subjects and hereby 
command that the whole of the tribute 
rice for transport through the Grand Canal 
this year be diverted towards relieving the 
sufferers and that the freightage, etc., 
saved by this method be also given over to 
the Kiangsu authorities for famine relief. 
In order that no time be lost we hereby 
command the said Viceroy to first take 
from Tis. 200,000 to Tis. 300,000 from any 
treasury or fund available now in Nankin; 
for distribution, the loan to be made goo 
upon sale of the tribute rice devoted to this 
object. Strict attention must be paid to 
the distribution of this relief fund so that 
the sufferers receive real aid. The Board 
of Revenue is to take note of this trans- 
ference of the tribute rice and freight 
money account as above noted. 

(2) Ho Fang (Manchu) is appointed pre- 
fect of Chungking, Szechuan. 

28th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wu Shu-mei is appointed Senior: 
Vice-President of the Board of Revenug,. 
with control of the three treasury vaults,. 
vice.Chang Yin-huan thrown into prison. 

(2) Shou. Ch‘ang (Manchu) is appointed 
acting Junior Vice-President of the Board 
of Rites. 
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(3) Jung Lu is appointed a member of 
the Grand Council, ani Yii Lu is made 
substantive Viceroy of Chihli and Superin- 
tendent of Trade for the Northern Ports, 
vice Jung Lu called to Peking as above. As 
for the armies and fleets connected with 
the Peiyang Administration they are to be 
placed under the sole command of the said 
Jung Lu and not of the Viceroy of Chihli 
as before. 

(4) Hai Féng (Manchu) is appointed 
Commissioner of the Imperial Silklooms at 
Soochow. 


29th September. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Jung Lu is appointed Comptroller- 
General of the affairs of the Board of War, 
and the Board of Rites is commanded to 
make for him the Imperial seal for the 
above post, as well asa seal for him in his 
new office of Generalissimo of the armies 
of the Peiyang Administration. 


THE PROSCRIPTION OF THE 
CHIEF REFORMER. 

(2) In consideration of the difficulties 
under which this Empire is passing we were 
day and night filled with anxiety, while it 
should be known that every new miove- 
ment on behalf of the masses we had com- 
mended and sanctioned was made with the 
desire of perpetuating and strengthening 
the Throne which had been handed down 
to us by our sacred ancestors. Who could 
have thought then, that Kang Yu-wei, a 
third-class Secretary of the Board of Works, 
would have used us as an instrument for 
the accomplishment of his treasonous de- 
signs ? He became the leader of everything 
calculated to arouse the passions and mys- 
tify the masses, and many rascals joined 
him in trying to influence us to evil. They 
secretly aimed at overturning not only the 
Laws and Customs of the land but also to 
overturn this dynasty. Kang Yu-wei even 
went so far as to gather his treasonable ad- 
herents the other day with the avowed aim 
of capturing Eho Park Palace, the resid- 
ence of her Imperial Majesty the Empress 
Dowager, and thereby gaining control of her 
sacred person. Fortunately Kang Yu-wei’s 
treasonous scheme was at once detected 
and put to naught. We have also heard 
that Kang and his adherents recently insti- 
tuted a secret society called the Pao-Kuo- 
hui—'‘ Protectors of the Empire ”—mean- 
ing thereby that the inembers aimed at 
protecting the Empire, but not the 
Ta Ts‘ing (Manchu) dynasty. It indeed 
makes our hair to stand on end as we point 
the finger of wrath and scorn on such a 
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traitor. Now all our Ministers, officials and 
people, both in Peking and in the provinces, 
know well that we have ever been anxious 
to act up to the filial piety and classical 
knowledge inculcated by our Inperial an- 
cestors ; but Kang Yu-wei, in his crafty 
way and the works of which he is the 
author, has always been bent upon the 
creation of new doctrines and tenets lead- 
ing his readers away from the ancient 
classics, ‘This is neither orthodox nor 
according to the teachings of th .5.es. 
Being anxious to perfect our ofticials in 
their knowledge of the affairs and customs 
of the modern world we appointed Kang 
Yu-weito be a first-class secretary of the 
Tsungli Yamén and then subsequently 
transferred him to Shanghai as Chief Com- 
missioner to superintend and _ establish 
official newspapers, etc. Ins'ead of 
leaving at once for Shanghai Kang 
Yu-wei dared to still remain at Peking 
with the sole object of fanning rebellion to 
flames, and fer the prosecution of his 
nefarious aims. Fortunately the spirits 
of our ancestors were on the alert, and his 
treason was put to naught. Had he 
succeeded in his designs words could hardly 
depict the result! Kang Yu-wei is really 
the chief rebel and arch-traitor. He is 
now a fugitive from justice and we hereby 
command all our Viceroys and Governors 
to make a strict search for him, and when 
captured to put him to torture and death 
by ling-chth (‘‘slicing” process.) There 
is also the M.A. Liang Ch‘i-chao, a 
devoted follower and fellow conspirator 
with Kang Yu-wei. Liang’s. writings have 
always been treasonous and extravagant 
boastings, and he is also to be arrested and 
decapitated when caught. As for Kang Yu- 
wei’s brother, Kang Kuang-jén ; the Censor 
Yang Shen-hsiu; and the Grand Council 
Secretaries T’an Sze-tung, Lin Hsié, Yang 
Jui and Liu Kuang-ti, they were also mem- 
bers of Kang’s conspiracy and guilty of 
fanning a revolt. When Yang and the 
others were accorded an audience of the 
Throne, their conduct was most disrespect- 
ful, and their words contained nothing but 
treason. To strengthen their party they 
constantly secretly recommended to us 
men of their own colours, and we have 
found them close imitators of their chief 
Kang Yu-wei. We had already had these 
six men arrested, cashiered, and handed to 
the Board of Punishments for trial, but a 
certain Minister represented to us that any 
delay made this time would give their 
adherents time to attempt a rebellion, which 
is not to be thought of. Moreover, we fore- 
saw that if the matter were delayed by 
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trial these men would confess a number of 
names, which would make matters still 
worse, and as we did not wish to have 
more men implicated we yesterday issued 
the order for their summary decapitation. 
As the chief conspirators have been execu- 
ted, the arch-traitor a fugitive, and the 
matter thus ended, we intend to exercise 
moderation and mercy so as not to excite 
our people further. But we trust from 
henceforth all our officials will learn a 
lesson from the conduct of Kang and his 
adherents and abstain from such treasonable 
attempts. Let this decree be published to 
the whole Empire. 


MORE ENLIGHTENED MEN PUNISHED. 


(3) The cashiered Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue, Chang Yin-huan, has 
been found guilty of craftiness, and other 
mean conduct, aud in punishment thereof 
he is to be banished to Kashgaria and 
placed under the surveillance of the 
Governor of the said province. The 
cashiered Hanlin Reader, Hsii Chih-ching, 
who is now in prison, is hereby sentenced 
to perpetual imprisonment in the gaol of 
Board of Punishments. His son the Han- 
lin, Hsii Jén-shou, who is now Literary 
Chancellor of Hunan, is hereby also 
cashiered and dismissed for ever from the 
public service. 


(4) The other day we had set the 19th 
of October next down as the day when we 
intended to escort the Empress Dowager 
to review the troops at the Southern Hunt- 
ing Park, and then to Tientsin for the same 
purpose, But unfortunately her Majesty's 
health is not good. The weather is cold and 
we must dutifully wait upon her Majesty 
during this time ; hence we now cancel the 
Imperial progress to the Southern Hunt- 
ing Park and Tientsin, but in order not to 
disappoint our troops we hereby bestow a 
largess of Tls. 6,000 on General Nieh’s 
corps; Tls. 4,000 on Yuan Shih-k ‘ai’s corps; 
and Tis. 3,000 on General Tung Fu- 
hsiang’s corps. 


(5) Yii Chang (Manchu), Provincial 
Treasurer of Chihli, is hereby transferred 
to a similar post in Kansu. Tséng Ho 
(Manchu) is appointed Provincial Treasurer 
of Chihli. 

(6) Ch‘i Hsiu (Manchu) is appointed 
President of the Board of Rites, and Yii 
T8 (Manchu) President of the Mongolian 
Superintendency. 

(7) Fu. Chen (Manchu) is appointed 
Captain-General of the Bordered Blue 
Hanchun Banner Corps. 


30th September. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Huai Ta-pu (cashiered by the Emperor 
when President of the Board of Rites 
for stopping Wang Chao’s imemorial) 
is hereby appointed President of the Court 
of Censors and a member of the Board 
of Comptrollers-General of the: Imperial 
Household Department. 


1st October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wu Shu-mei is appointed Literary 
Chancellor of Hunan, and Hsii Hui-li is 
appointed to the former’s post of Senior 
Vice-President of the Board of Revenue. 

(2) Chao Shu-chtiao, Senior Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board of Punishments, is 
appointed Co-Commissioner with Wang 
Wén-shao over the Bureau of Railways 
and Mines. 


TO THE BITTER END. 


(3) The books written by the arch-traitor 
Kang Yu-wei are unorthodox, cunning, 
and filled with tenets in rebellion to those 
taught by the sacred sages. They do much 
harm to the people, and should therefore 
be destroyed, We hereby command that 
search be made for the blocks and stereo- 
type from which this cashiered officer’s 
books are struck, and that they be destroy- 
ed and burned together with all books 
already in type. 

(4) The other day we appointed Tséng 
Ho Provincial Treasurer of Chihli. Now as 
Yi Lu, Viceroy of Chihli, is a relative of 
Tséng Ho the latter should not be in the 
same provineé. Tséng Ho, therefore, need 
not go to Chihli. 

(6) Yuan Ch‘ang (Manchu) is appointed 
Provincial Treasurer of Chihli, and Yii 
Ch‘ang (Manchu) Treasurer of North’ 
Kiangsu (Kiangning. ) 


2ud October. 


IMPERIAL DECREES 
(L) Yuan Ch'ang (time-expired Taotai of 
Wuhu, Anhui province) is appointed a 
Metropolitan officer of the 3rd grade and 
Minister of the Tsungli Yamén. 


THE FATHER OF THE MARTYRED 
T'AN SZE-TUNG. 

(2) T‘an Chi-hsun, retiring Governor of 
Bupeh, need not come to the Capital for 
audience ; he is to return to his native 
province (Hunan) at once. 

Note.—This ex-Governor is the father 
of the lately martyred T‘an Sze-tung, the 
chief of the six young Reformers who were 
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execute! without trial on the 28th of 
Septeraber. By Chinese law the father 
of Tan Sze-tung should also have been 
punished for the treason of the son, but it 
1a stated on reliable authority that, when 
‘Tan Sze-tung was recommended to the 
Emperor by Governor Ch‘én of Hunan in 
July of the same year, the father, 
then Governor of Hupeh, memorialised 
the Threue saying that his son was un- 
worthy of the Imperial favour, that the 
young man was filled with radical views 
about reform, distinctly opposed to the 
constitution of the country, and finally. 
that he (the memorialist) declined all 
Tesponsibility for the future conduct of his 
sou should the Kinperor decide to give 
the man any power. This memorial! saved 
the ex-(Giovernor and the rest of his family 
from proscription when the eldest son 
become involved in the ruin of the Reform 
Party; but the old wan was made to feel 
the ‘‘disgrace” all the same by being for- 
bidden an audience on leaving his post. 


TH* GREAT INUNDATION IN SHANTUNG. 


(3) Chang Shu-mei, Governor of Shan- 
tuny, reports that breaches lave been 
made in the Yellow River by the influx 
of waters from the northwest and that, 
in consequence, the whole of the region 
embraced within the districts of Shou- 
chang, TTungya, Lich‘éng,  Tsiyang, 
Pochou, P‘ingyin, and Feichéng have been 
inundated to the depth of many feet. 
Further, that the region north and south 
of the Grand Canal has also been flooded, 
destroying innumerable market towns and 
villages round about. The sufferings of 
the'people by this calamity may well be 
imagined and the memorialist, therefore, 
prays that he may be allowed the use of 
thetew season tribute rice due by Shan- 
tung vid the Grand Canal, as the most 
rapid means of relieving the present dis- 
tross. This prayer is granted, but caro 
must be taken that the people aided be 
bond fide sufferers from the inundation, 
The memorialist’s proposal to employ tho 
sufferers in repairing the breaches and thus 
giving them work t» do is also approved, 


ANOTHER RETURN TO THE OLD GROOVE. 


(4) The other day, a number of officials 
‘presented memorials recommending the 
sendiny to Peking of the money value of 
the annual tribute rice from Kiangsu and 
Chékiaung province vid the Grand 
Canal, instead of transporting it in 
kind; for by the latter method the 
annual loss 10 Government through the 
avarice and dishonesty of peculating 
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officials en route averaged not less than 5 
or 6 millions, which would all be saved to 
the Imperial exchequer by turning thia 
rice into money on the spot. We, there- 
fore, commanded Prince Ching and the 
Grand Secretary, Sun VChia-nai, to consult 
with the Board of Revenue as ty the 
feasibility of the methods above proposed. 
The joint report of these Ministers is now 
before us, i. which they declare that the 
country is always in need of rice, that 
when famines occur it has often been the 
custom to divert this tribute rice to famine 
relief, while considering the great im- 
portance of Peking there should always 
be «a superfluity of grain in case of 
emergencies in the capital. All this would 
be impracticable were all this immense 
quantity of tribute rice by the Grand Canal 
sold'at the places of production and its 
value in money transmitted to Peking in- 
stead. Furthermore, a close scrutiny of 
the »ccount books of the Board of Revenue 
failed to prove the assertion that there wasa 
loss of from 5 to 6 million taels per annum 
through transporting this tribute rice by 
the Grand Canal. The proposed changes 
would seem to benefit the grain merchants 
of Peking only, in that the lack of this 
tribute rice in the capital would give 
them the opportunity to raise their 
prices to an exorbitant scale, for as 
things are even now, the price of rice 
and oth-r cereals is constantly going up, 
so that if anything should happen where the 
Government would be compelled to buy 
rice the prices asked by the grain 
merchants would prohibit any dealing 
with them and thus cause endless difficul- 
ties and delay. We concur with this view 
of the matter and command that, with the 
exception of such tribute rice as has 
already been ordered to be diverted 
towards the relief of famine in North 
Kiangsu and Shantung, the balance due 
at Peking shal! be transported through 
the Grand Canal as usual and that the 
tran port department in connection there- 
with be continued as heretofore. There 
is really no need of change nor of 
innovation in this respect. 


3rd October, 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


T‘ing Chieh (Manchu) is appointed Pro- 
vincial Treasurer of Chilli. T'ing Jung 
(Manchu) is appointed Civil Governor of 
Moukden and Literary Chancellor of 
Féngtien province; and Wan P'ei-yin is 
appointed Salt Commissioner of the 
Changlu Circuit of Chihli-Honan. 
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4th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

ANOTHER VICTIM OF THE REACTIONISTS. 

(1) Li Tuan-yii, President of the Board of 
Rites, has presented a memorial asking for 
me: cy and stands forth as aself-accuser, +c- 
knowledging his serious misdemeanour in 
having also recommended te the mperor 
such dangerous and seditious characters as 
the arch-traitor Kang Yii-wei and his 
friends. At an audie:ce of the Emperor, 
also, he had the audacity t» strongly recom- 
mend these men, frankly accepting the re- 
sponsibility of his action. Now that the 
conspiracy has been exposed Li Tuan-yii 
seeks to curry favour hy confessing his 
sin, thereby cunningly trying to get out 
of the just punishment in store forhim. In 
view of this it would not be acting justly 
to the others if we punished him in the 
ordinary way for indiscretion in making a 
recommendation. We, therefore, command 
that the said President of the Board of Rites 
be cashiered of his rank and titles and 
then be banished tu Kashgaria, where he 
shall be placed under the surveillance of 
the local authorities there [during the re- 
mainder of his life] as a warning to others. 


THE SEARCH FOR WANG CHAO 


(2) The President «f the Court of 
Censors reports that he has been unable to 
arrest the person «f Wang Chao, a 
Metropolitan officer of the 4th grade, and 
that so far there is no trace of his where- 
abouts. Itis evident that the said Wang 
Chao has fied in f ar of receiving the 
punishment due for his crimes. But there 
can be no leniency exercised in his case 
and we therefore command that he be 
cashiered and that (he Commandant of the 
Peking Gendarmerie, the Governor 0’ 
Peking, ad the Censors «f the Five Cities 
shall make a strict search for his peraon. 
The Governor of Peking shall also instruct 
the district magistrate of Ninghohsien, 
Shu tien prefecture, the native city of the 
fugitive, to confiscate whatever property 
he possesses there and that every effort 
should be made to arrest his person, 

Note.—This Wang Chao may be said to 
have caused the climax which brought 
about the coup d'état of the Empress Dow- 
ager. When 3rd-class Secretary of the Board 
of Rites, a reform memorial was handed by 
him tohis superiors, the Presidentsand Vice- 
Presidents of his Board, for transmission 
to the Emperor. His superiors on reading 
the contents refused to hand the paper to 
the Threne on the ground that it was 


revolutionary and asked him to revise his | 


suggestions. This Wang Chao s'outly 
refused to do, declaring that the Emperor 
had given permission to memori-lise on 
any subject and he (Wang Chao) was only 
obeying the Imperial commands. In great 
wrath the Manchu President Huai ‘Ta- 
pu, usi g his colleagues’ names also, de- 
nounced Wang hao «s « dangerous char- 
acter and asked the Emperor to cashier 
the man. The consternation of the old 
bigots may be imagined when, inste-d of 
finding that their request had been granted, 
the Kmperor in great wrath demanded to 
know their reason for disobeying his 
special commands and daring to stop a 
mewor'al to the Throne. The result was 
that, instead of getti' g Wang Chao ca-h- 
iered, as they hoped, the denouncers were 
themselves cashiered; and instead of 
punishing Wang Chao for his ‘‘ivsolence” 
the Emperor praised him for his couraye 
in standing up for his rights and rewarded 
him with the rank of a Metropoli'an officer 
of the 4th grade—equivalen' to that of a 
Provincial Judge. This contr temps showed 
the Conservatives that they were standing 
on a volcano, that the Emperor was deter- 
mined to prosecute his reform schemes at 
all cos's, and that he was ready and willing 
to use the strong hand, if necessary, 
should any «ve dare to thwart him. The 
result of all this is only too well-known, 
and needs no sec:pitulation now.—Trans- 
lator. 


A CONFESSION OF IGNORANCE. 

(3) In future should any yamén me- 
morialise the Throne in the Manchu 
language according to ancient usage, they 
are hereafter required to write on one 
side of the page in Manchu and on the 
other the Chinese translation of the same, 
and go also when making up the usual 
list of official names in Munchu. 

(4) Plang Hung-shu is appointed Taotai 
of the Ta-Shun- Kuang luitendancy of Chih- 
li province. 

5th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Liao Shou-héng is appointed Pre- 
sident of the Board of Rites and hao 
Shu-ch'iao is appointed [resident «f the 
Board of Punishments 

(2) Wén Ti (Manchu), former C: nsor of 
the Hukuang Circuit, is hereby given the 
rank of a prefect. 


SUPPRESSION OF ANOTHER REFORMER 


(3) Huang Chun-hsien, recently appeint- 
ed Minister to the Court of Tokio, having 
reported himself too ill fo proceed to his 
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post and asked to be relieved, the request 
is herehy granted and Li Shéng-tu, Ceusor 
of the Kiangna Circuit, is hereby appoin'- 
ed in his place as a Minister of the 2nd 
clavs. Li Shéng-tu is further given the 
brevet rsuk of the Metropolitin 3rd grade 
and made an expectant official of the 4th 
Metropolitan prade. 

Note —Huang Chun-hsien, or Wong 
Kung-doo as he was known when Chinese 
Consul-General at Singapore in 1894/96, 
was a prominent member of the Reform 
Party and a cluse friend of Kang Yu-wei 
On returning from Singapore he was 
appointed in 1897 Salt Taotai of Hunan, 
where he also was for « time acting 
Provincial Judge. Just before the coup 
d’état he was appointed by the Emperor 
Minister to Japan, but on getting to 
Shanghai the crash came, and kuowing that 
he was a marked man in Peking as the 
close friend of Kang Yu-wei, ne prudently 
resigned, thereby escaping the meshes 
prepared for him when he went up for the 
usual audience. He was, however, arrested 
in Sharghai and an attempt was made to 
kiduap him to Peking and executehin there, 
but fortunately the plot was foiled and 
Huang, taking advantage of a tempo «ry 
relapse uf the Empress Dow-ger’s strict- 
ness, managed to escape to Hongkong, 
though ostensibly bound for his home, 
near Swatow. ‘his was most fortunate, 
for the third day after his departure a 
secret decree arrived in Shanghai com- 
manding Huang’s summary decapitation 
in the nitive city and, failing this, that 
he be executed upon landing at Swatow. 
—Translator. 


6th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


THE EMPRESS DOWAGER ON THE TREATMENT 
DUE TO FOREIGNERS, 


(1) I, the Nmpress Dowager, Tze-hsi- 
tuun-yu, etc., hereby issus the following 
edict :—Ever since this country has been 
opened to internstional commerce natives 
and foreigners have all been treate! im- 
partially, without distinction of national- 
ity. Edict after edict has been issuel 
instructing the local authorities every- 
where to protect missionaries in their 
work »nd it should have been the duty of 
the gentry and literati of all provinces to 
sid Government in enforcing peace and 
harmony an:l cordially treating all mission- 
aries who come among them. We re- 
pertedly warned them not to be suspicious 
bul to maintain friendly relations always. 
I find, however, that of lave the people of 


the various provinces have been troubling 
the Christians, avd moreover that certain 
cases involving the people and Christians 
in the province of Szechuan have, up to the 
present, not been settled. It is indeed 
cause for indignation th»t ignorant people 
should start rumonrs and so cause riots and 
conflicts to arise, and that the local authori- 
ties have been unable to prevent such by 
previous exhortations and teachings. They 
cannot therefore escape the charge of 
incapability and consequent punishment. 
I hereby issue this special decree to the 
high provincial authorities of the Empire 
to tremblingly obey my instructions and 
diligently protect all places wherever 
Christian p'aces of worship of any 
nationality shall have been established. 
All missionaries who may be in the interior 
must be properly and politely treated, and 
if ever any disputes between f reiguers 
and natives arise justice must be done in 
every instance. The people also must be 
enjoined to live in harmony with the 
nitive Christians in their midst. All 
the more, cordiality should be shown to 
foreigners travelling in the interior. J 
hereby warn all officials now that if after 
the promulgation of this my decree, it 
should appear that there is any further 
incapability in dealing with future cases of 
this sort so that riots and trouble follow, 
the local officials concerned will be im- 
mediately punished with the utmost 
severity, nor will the high provincial 
officials be allowed to escape their responsi- 
bility in the matter. Do not say that a 
fair waruing has not been given after this ! 


NEW APPOINTMENTS. 


(2) Ptu Ting (Imperial Clansman) is 
appointed a sub-Chancellor of the Grand 
Secretariat with the brevet rank of a 
Viev-President of the Board of Rites, 

(3) Li P‘ei-yuan is appointed Senior 
Vico President of the Board of Punish- 
ments and Hsii Hui-li Junior Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board of Civil Appointments 
and acting Senior Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue. 


MORE REFORMERS DISMISSED AND 
DEGRADED. 


(4) When a high officer of the Crown 
like Chén Pao-chén, Governor of Hunan, 
becomes guilty of recommending dangerous 
and seditious characters (like Kang Yii-wei) 
to the Throne, an] exercises no care over 
his own conduct, he has indeed failed in 
his duty to the Throne and betrayed the 
confidence reposed in him  Ch‘én Pao- 
chen is, therefore, cashiered and dismissed 


{Ocr. 6—8. 


for ever from the public service, as also 
his eon, Ch‘én San-lih, 3rd-class Secretary 
of the Board of Civil Appointments for 
the like offence With regard to Kiang 
Piao, an expectant Metropolitan officer of 
the 4th grade, (a prominent : eformer and 
ex- Literary Chancellor +f Hunan) and Yung 
Hai-ling, a Hanlin Bachelor, who have 
been accused of having forewarned, and 
ulso harboured fugitives guilty of treason, 
they are hereby also c-shiered and dismiss- 
ed for ever from the public service. They 
are further commanded to return to their 
respective native cities, where they are to 
be pl-ced under the surveillance of the 
l-cal authorities, 


7th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) A special decree in the name of the 
Empress Dowager commanding Viceroys 
and Governors of provinces to continue 
their search for really talented men who 
possessed the ability of bettering the con- 
dition of the masses and-had tact in 
dealing with them, and warning those local 
officials now in office that she intends to 
keep a strict eye on their conduct in future 
and that she will not allow her people to 
be oppressed. The soldiers of the army 
are also to be more kindly treated in the 
future and close attention must be paid to 
their proper discipline and instruction. 

Note :—The tenour of the above and 
following decrees evidently shows that 
the Empress Dowager wishes to curry 
favour with the masses, for fear lest the 
benevolent government of the Emperor 
had touched their hearis and her coup 
d'état and usurpation of power be univer- 
sally actively resented.—Trunslator. 

(2) Another special decree in the Em- 
press Dowayer's name declaring that, in 
his cagerness to inaugurate Reform in 
his Empire, the Emperor had not 
taken into account his actual health 
and bodily strength so that he was soon 
bewildered, clever as he doubtless was, 
by the multiplicity of memorials pre- 
sented to him and thus easily led away 
from the true path by interested persons. 
She then reiterates her command forbidding 
the future presentation of memorials by 
any one unless permitted by law, and 
further declares that the various innova- 
tions so far sanctioned are sufticient for the 
country, while there seemed to be no more 
new ideas worthy of taking up, since in 
looking over the majority of memorials 
recently presented to the Emperor she had 
found no new suggestions vf value, those 
containing anything tangible or worthy of 


imitation being merely repetitions of st 
gestions already previously recommend 
and since taken up by the Government 
trial. 

NEW APPOINTMENTS. 

(3) Yuan Shih-k‘ai, Provincial Judge 
Chihli and acting Treasurer, memorialis 
on behalf of Yuan Féng-lin, Province 
Treasurer-designate of Hupeh, now 
Paotingfu, stating that the said officer 
very ill and prays to be allowed to resi; 
his new post. The prayer is granted a 
Shan Lien (Manchu) is hereby appoint: 
to the said post. 

(4) Yi Lien-san, Provincial Treasurer 
Hunan, is hereby promoted Governor 
the said province, vice Ch‘én Pao-ché 
cashiered and dismissed for ever ; and ¥ 
Hsien (Manchu), Provincial Judge of Sha 
tung, is hereby promoted to the Treasure 
ship vacated by the said Yii Lien-san. 

(5) Ching Sing (Manchu), Provinci 
Judge of Shansi, is hereby transferred | 
the Provincial Judgeship of Shantun; 
vice Yit Hsien promoted Provincial Tre. 
surer of Hunan ; and Hsi Liang (Manchu 
a Taotai of Shantung, is hereby promote 
to the Shansi Provincial Judgeship wi 
Ching Sing transferred as above. 

(6) Tseng Kuang-huan (Earl Weiyi) 
appointed acting Senior Vice-President « 
the Board of Revenue vice Hsii Hui-li. 

Note :—Tséng Kuang-han was one of th 
Vice-Presidents of the Board of Rite: 
cashiered on account of Wang Chao’s affair 
but in justice to the former it is but righ: 
to say that his consent to the joint memoriz 
denouncing Wang Chao was not asked b 
the proud Manchu President, Huai Ta-pt 
who thereby involved all his colleagues i 
his own ruin.—Translitor. 

8th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) A decree of the Empress Dowage 
giving thanks for the escape the countr 
has had from the treason of Kang Yii-we 
and his Reformers, and while reiteratin; 
her promise not tv implicate others in thi 
plot, calls upon all the officials and peopk 
of the empire to be loyal to the dynasty 
and true to their country. 

A PROMOTION. 

(2) Shou Shan, retiring prefect of Kai. 
féngfu, capital of Honan, is hereby 
appointed Deputy Assistant Military Go. 
vernor of Heilungchiang, Amur territory. 
THE EMPRESS DOWAGER ON THE SITUATION. 

(3) Hui Chang (Manchu) has presented 
a memorial referring to the execution of 
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the six traitors the other day, and states 
that, owing to all six being of Chinese 
descent, there are rumours afloat among 
the masses that the Government protects 
and confides in men of Manchu descent 
while it considers all Chinese as ‘‘ out- 
siders.” We ordered the execution of 
Yang Shen-hsiu and his five companions 
because they were the principal mem- 
bers of the great traitor Kang Yii- 
wei’s Party, and. not because they were 
of Chinese descent. To show that we 
were merciful we even notified that we 
were not going to implicate others of the 
Party. Where did this rumour come 
from? Can Hui Chang prove it; or is it 
the result of his own imagination? We 
have too much confidence in our ofiicials, 
high and low, to think that they, as men 
of experience and intelligence, could be 
influenced by such rumours even if there 
were such, and they must feel and 
believe the government would never be 
guilty of partiality in its treatment of its 
subjects of any race or nationality. 


ANOTHER SUPPORTER OF KANG YU-WEI 
SUFFERS, 

(4) Chang Pai-hsi, Literary Chancellor 
of Kuangtung, has been guilty of a grave 
misdemeanour in having recommended 
Kang Yii-wei to the Throne as a man 
‘* specially fitted for the post of Minister to 
one of the foreign Courts.” Chang Pai-hsi 
is hereby handed over to the Board of Civil 
Appointments fur the determination of a 
heavy penalty. 


DEGRADATION OF OTHER MEMBERS OF THE 
REFORM PARTY. 

(5) Chih Ch‘i (Manchu), a writer on the 
staff of the Board of Works, has been guilty 
of general misconduct and he is therefore 
summarily cashiered and dismissed the ser- 
vice. 

(6) Wang Si-fan, Junior Director of the 
Supervisorate of Instruction of the Heir 
Apparent ; Li Ho-jui, 2nd-class Secretary 
of the Board of Works ; and Chang Yuan- 
chi, 3rd-class Secretary of the Board of 
Punishments, are hereby all cashiered and 
dismissed for ever from the public service. 

(7) The decree granting the rank of a 
Metropolitan official of the 3rd grade a 
short time ago to Wu Maoc-ting is hereby 
cancelled and he is further dismissed from 
the post of Co-Director of the Bureau of 
Agriculture, Commerce, and Arts, in 
Peking. 

PERFECTLY IMPARTIAL. 


(8) Ch‘én Pao-chén, Governor of Hunan, 
who was yesterday cashiered and dismissed 


for ever for recommending Kang Yii-wei, 
was recommended for the Governorship 
ot Hunan by Jung Lu (the Empress 
Dowager’s nephew). Jung Lu has now 
accused himself of this misdemeanour and 
asks for a penalty in punishment therefor. 
He is hereby handed to the Board of 
Civil Appointments for the determination 
of an adequate penalty. 


9th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
THE RESTORATION OF ‘‘ WENCHANG.” 
(1) The edict formerly issued abolishing 


_the composition of Wénchang at the liter- 


ary examinations is hereby cancelled and 
the u ual methods, instituted by our 
ancestors, are to be observed therein in the 
future. The system of special recommend- 
ations of men of learning and talents re- 
cently inaugurated is also prohibited from 
this day. 


LEGATION GUARDS. 


(2) The Commandant of the Péking 
Gendarmerie is hereby ordered to select a 
body of picked and trustworthy soldiers 
for duty to patrol the streets in the vicinity 
of the foreign legations. They are com- 
manded to arrest any persou or persons 
seeking to raise a disturbance within those 
precincts. 


NEW APPOINTMENTS. 

(3) Hsiti Hui-yao is appointed acting 
Senior Vice-President of the Board of 
Rites. 

(4) Lii Hai-huan, Minister to Germany, 
is further appointed Chief Director of the 
Court of Imperial Banquets. 


THE SUPPRESSION OF NEWSPAPERS, 

(5) As newspapers serve only to excite 
the masses to subvert the present order of 
things and the editors thereof are composed 
mainly of the dregs of the literat:, no 
good can be served by the continuance of 
these dangerous instruments against the 
public peace. We hereby command our 
Viceroys and Governors of provinces to 
suppress and confiscate all newspaper 
offices within their jurisdiction, to arrest 
the editors concerned, and to have them 
punished to the utmost extent of the law. 


THE PEKING BUREAU OF AGRICULTURE, ETC., 
ABOLISHED. 

(6) The labours of the Head Bureau of 
Agriculture, Commerce and the Arts, at 
Peking, having been so far abortive there 
appears to be no necessity of its existence 
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any further in the capital, and we, there- 
fore, hereby abolish that institution. The 
Viceroys and Governors of provinces may, 
however, establish such in their own 
provincial capitals, and they are ordered 
to place men of proved ability and integrity 
over thei. 


10th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


As Sha Lien and Féng Ming are now 
engaged in a mission of investigation in 
the provinces, the former’s post of Senior 
Vice-President of the Board of Rites is 
hereby given to Chun Liang pro tem., and 
that of the Senior Vice-Presidency of the 
Board of Works, belonging to Féng Ming, 
to Chung Hsiin pro tem. : 


11th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
THE ABOLISHED GOVERNORSHIPS. 


(1) I, the Empress Dowager - Tze-hsi- 
tuan-yu, etc., hereby issue the following 
decree:—The posts of Governors of 
Kuangtung, Hupeh, and Yunnan have 
already been abolished and their duties 
amalgamated with those of the Viceroys 
concerned. It is, however, my wish to 
know whether the said Viceroys will be 
able to bear easily this extra burden 
placed on their shoulders, and I, therefore, 
command the Grand Council to deliberate 
over the matter with the Board of Civil 
Appointments and then report to me 
thereon. 

Notice :—The restoration of these posts, 
for many obvious reasons—that of appoint- 
ing favourites to them being one of the 
most important—was, of course, already 
predetermined by the Empress Dowager 
and her counsellors, but some show of 
impartiality and justice must be made for 
the benefit of the outside world and so 
the above decree was issued.—T'ranslator. 


THE PROSCRIPTION OF CLUBS AND 
ASSOCIATIONS. 


(2) I, the Empress Dowager, hereby issue 
the following decree :-—-There has always 
been a law of this dynasty forbidding the 
establishment of societies and associations 
of any sort whatever ; but it seems that, 
of late, a number of officials, gentry and 
literati have been in the habit of inaugurat- 
ing such things, and joining secret societies 
and banded associations regardless of the 
detriment to their reputations. These 
societies usually declare that their primary 
object is to exhort people to be good and 


virtuous, but as a matter of fact they are 
banded together with the object of disturb- 
ing the peace. The Viceroysand Governors 
of provinces are, therefore, commanded to 
search diligently for members of these asso- 
ciations and punish them according to their 
respective responsibilities —as chiefs or 
followers. For the danger to the Empire is 
very great. The property, if any, belonging 
to these societies shall be confiscated to 
Government and justice and impartiality 
shoukl be carefully exercised in dealing 
with the matter. The traitors wlll then 
learn to fear and tremble when they see 
their companions thus punished and the 
ignorant masses seeing the penalties meted 
out to bad men will then also fear and 
reform themselves. Let this edict be 
published far and wide. 

Note.—The sentence against chiefs and 
principal members of secret societies is 
summary decapitation, while the less 
responsible are usually banished. This 
will be a great harvest for dishonest 
officials and yamén underlings.—Trans- 
lator. 


THE MOST POWERFUL SUBJECT IN CHINA. 

(3) I, the Empress Dowager Tze-hsi- 
tuan-yu, etc., hereby acknowledge the 
receipt of a memorial from the Grand 
Secretary, Jung Lu, reporting the date of 
the receipt of his Great Seal of Office 
appointing him Generalissimo of the armies 
of Chihli and the Peiyang Administration, 
and the consequent taking over of the post 
by him. Now as the times are exceedingly 
critical and the organising and disciplining 
of our armies matters of the first import- 
ance, and to emphasise the important post 
now held by June Lu, I am further con- 
strained to appoint him Imperial High 
Commissioner, with supreme command and 
the powers of life and death, over the Yi 
Army Corps under General Sung Ch‘ing ; 
the Kansu Army Corps, under General 
Tung Fu-hsiang; the Wuyi Army 
Corps under General Nich Sze-ch’éng, 
Provincial Commander-in-chief of Chihli ; 
the New Army Corps, under Yuan 
Shih-k‘ai, expectant Vice-President of one 
of the Six Boards; and the various 
military and naval forces of the Peiyang. 
This will place the forces guarding Peking 
under one responsible head and the said 
Jung Lu being given such a high and 
responsible post is expected to use every 
effort in personally attending to the-wel- 
fare and discipline of the troops under his 
supreme command, so that they may form 
a rock of defence around the capital of the 
Empire. 


12th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


INUNDATION IN CHITILI. 


The Censor P‘an Kuei (Manchu) reports 
that tlie district of Yiitien, in Chibli pro- 
vince, having been inundated by the sud- 
den rising of the Heilung and Shuangchéng 
rivers during the 7th moon (last part of 
August) caused by disast.ous rains, the 
waters up to now have not yet subsided 
and the poor people there are, in con- 
sequence, suffering greatly from famine and 
cold. This is most pitiable and we, there- 
fore hereby command Yii Lu, Viceroy of 
Chihli, to make an enquiry at once as to 
the ex'ent of the damages made by the 
flood and set in.mediately to work to relieve 
the distress. 


13th October. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


THE PEKING-HANKOW RAILWAY. 


The direction and construction of the 
proposed Lu-Han Railway is hereby given 
to Chang Chih-tuny, Viceroy of the 
Hukuang p ovinces, who shall work con- 
jointly with Yi Lu, Viceroy of Chihli, in 
the matter, 

14th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
TILE ENCOURAGEMENT OF COMMERCE. 

(1) I, the Empress Dowager Txe-hsi- 
turn-yii, etc., having permitted the revival 
of measures calculated to benefit the coun- 
try, consider that anything that would lead 
to the advantage of the Empire or better 
the conditions of the masses should be 
inaugurated in the usual way, in order to 
form the foundation of a strong China. 
Recently, as it was considered that the 
encouragement of commerce is one of the 
most important measures whereby the 
Empire could be benefited, a decree was 
issued authorising Liu K’un-yi, Viceroy of 
tho Liangkiang provinces, and Chang Chih- 
tung, Viceroy of the Hukuang provinces, 
to act conjointly in making a trial of estab- 
lishing Commercial Bureaux in the various 
riverine and maritime ports, in order to 
work in connection with the merchants, 
traders and artisans of the provinces of 
Szechuan, Shensi, Honan, Yunnan, Kuei- 
chow, Hunan, and Kuangtung. These 
Commercial Bureaux were to go into the 
matter of establishing factories for the 
manufacture of articles of commerce and 
to open the way for the sale of the same 
throughout the country. This is a very 
good idea, but it must be borne in mind by 
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the said Viceroys that it is more important 
to work towards obtaining the su stance 
of the thing than for mere superficial show. 
Henee since there is not much ready 
wealth in the country, strict economy 
should be exercised no matter whether the 
funds procured for the development of this 
measure be obtained frm Government or 
borrowed from the mercantile c'srses. 
Hankow being the chief commerei:: port of 
the Upper Yangtze and under the jurisdic- 
tion of Chang Chih-tung, the said Viceroy 
shall take the lead in pushing the matter 
in that part of the Empire, while he is 
ordered from time to time to consult with 
Liu K‘un-yi in regard to the work of 
developuient done by the Commercial 
Bureau established at Shanghai, so that 
the two institutions may work together 
and with one object in view. We trust to 
see something tangible out of this and 
not merely so mu_h empty talk. 

(2) Tsai Ngd (Imperial Clansman) is 
appointed Director of the Office of Trans- 
mission of [mpcerial decrees, ‘ete. 

Note:—This is one of the superfluous 
departments abolished by the Emperor 
but restored by the Empress Dowager the 
day after her usurpation of power.— 
Translator. . 

(3) Ch‘ien Ying-pu, President of the 
Board of Works, reports that his maladies 
are still severe although his leave of 
absence is about to expire and, therefore, 
prays to be allowed to resign his post, so 
as not to interfere with its numerous 
duties. Ch'‘ien Ying-pu is hereby granted 
an extra leave of one month, there being 
no necessiy for him to resign. 

Note:—The above official was secretly 
connected with the Reform Party and being 
in fear of being impeached seeks safety 
in resignation from the public servico. 
Having powerful friends at Court, however, 
there seems to be no immediate fear for 
him, —Pranslator. 


15th October. 
No papers of interest. 


16th Oc! ober. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
THE EMPRESS DOWAGER’S ‘‘ IMPARTIALITY.” 


(1) The Grand Secretary and Generalis- 
simo, Jung Lu, presented a memorial the 
other day asking to be penalised for having 
recommended Ch‘én Pao-chén to the’ Go- 
vernorship of Hunan, and we handed the 
matter over to the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments for deliberation. It is now recon- 
‘mended that, for his offence, Jung Lu be 


degraded two steps in rank and transferred 
to a post suited to his degraded rank ; but 
‘as an act of extra grace” I hereby com- 
mute lis sentence to deyradation of two 
steps in rank but with retention of his 
present posts and honours. 

(2) With reference to the report of the 
Board of Civil Appointments upon the 
penalty to be accorded to Chang Pai-hsi, 
Literary Chancellor of Kuangtung, for 


| prefectures of Ningpo, 


recommending Kang Yu-wei as fit for the : 


post of a Minister to some foreign Court, 
it has be n recommended that he should 
he cashiered for his offence. By extra act 
of grace I hereby commute the sentence to 
los« of rank but with retention of his pre- 
sent post of Literary Chancellor of Kuang- 
tung. 


17th Octoher. 
IMPERIAL DEGREES. 


NEW APPOINTMENTS. 


(1) Tan Ch’i-yu is appointed Grain 
Taotai of Hupel province, 

(2) Chang Hsiin-hd and Hsii Ch‘eng-ké 
are hoth appointed Censors of the Shan- 
tung Cireuit. 

(3) Chang Chia-lu is appointed Censor 
and Keeper of the Great Seal of the Board 
of War. 


(4) Wang Cho is appointed Censor of the 
Kiangnan Circuit vice Li Shéng-tu pro- 
moted Minister to Japan. . 


FOR THE RELIEF OF SUFFERERS FROM THE 
YELLOW RIVER FLOODS, 


T, the Empress Dowager Tze-hsi-tuan- 
yu. cte., being filled with pity at. the 
receipt of the news of the inundations in 
Sha tung caused by breaches in the Yellow 
River embankments and the consequent 
sufferings of the people did grant the 
prayer of Chane shu-inci, Governor of 
that province, to divert the tribute rice due 
hy Shantuns this year to the relief of the 
sufferers from the said floods, this being 
the speediest method under the circum- 
stances. This rice, however, can not alone, 
Tam sat’sfied, relieve the sufferings of so 
large «a numb r of my subjects and I, 
therefore. hereby command that the sum 
of Tls. 200,000 be at once taken from the 
Privy Purse and remitt-d to the said 
Governor as an extra grant to the sufferers. 
Care should be taken to deal honestly with 
the funds eranted and each official charged 
with the work of distribution must re- 


member that the Eye of Haven is above ; 


him which watches the actions of all human 
beings, 


‘ and distress among the poorer 
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18th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
TUE RICE RIOTS IN CHEKIANG. 


(1) Liao Shou-féng, Governor of Ché- 
kiang, reports that, owing to the bad 
harvests and the dearness of rice in the 
Shaoshing, and 
Wénchow in that province. during the 
summer of this year, he anticipated that 
there would be considerable suffering 
classes 
in that portion of Chékiang and 
desiring to be prompt in meeting the 
evil was just on the point of devising 
measures for the purchase of rice from 
other provinces in order to sell it at cost 
price to the people, when, much to his 
regret, he received urgent dispatches from 
the civil and military officials of Wenchow 
and Ningpo giving details of attacks made 
upon the constituted authorities by large 
mobs, led by unprincipled and crafty per- 
sons, who demanded rice and food. In 
both cities the mobs wrecked the newly 
established opium tax offices, and the 
yaméns of the Taotais, prefects and dis- 
trict magistrates aforesaid, while the mer- 
chants and shopmen were forced to close 
them places. The mobs were gathered to- 
gether by beat of gong and then thinking 
themselves numerous and strong enough 
they attempted to break down and plunder 
the rice yranaries, but were prevented from 
doing s» by the troops. Many of the 
rioters were armed and utterly lawless in 
their actions. The memorialist further re- 
ports that his subordinates are now engaged 
in investigating the matter and are search- 
ing for the ringleaders of the mobs. We 
hereby command that, when captured, 
these men be tried and sentenced to the 
utmost limit of the law, while the local 
authorities of the cities abovo named 
whose incapability and stupidity caused 
the riots must be cashiered and dismissed 
in punishment thereof. The Ningpo dis- 
trict magistrate, Liu Yi-ch‘i, who has 
some extenurating circumstances in regard 
to his case is hereby only handed to the 
Board of Civil Appointments for the deter- 
mination of an adequate penalty. 


OFFICIALS PUNISHED FOR THE REBELLION 
IN KUANGSI PROVINCE. 


(2) We have received a memorial from 
Huang Huni-sen, Governor of Kuangsi, 
asking that due punishment be meted out 
to the local officials of the rebellious 
districts whose incapability and bad 
government had caused the rebellion, 
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With reference to the district magistrates 
of Yunghsien and Hsingyi whose cities 
fell into the hands of the rebels, even 
although they subsequently assisted and 
succeeded in retaking the two cities, 
have still been guilty of incapability and 
are, therefore, cashiered and dismissed. 
‘The sub-prefect of Yiilin and the district 
magistrate of Popaihsien are hereby handed 
to the Board for determination of an 
adequate penalty for losing their several 
cities, while the district magistrate of 
Luch‘uan who was captured by the rebels 
on the fall of his city, but succeeded at last 
in escaping and returning to that city 
when evacuated by the rebels is hereby 
cominanded to be arrested and tried by the 
said Governor to find out whether there 
s anything suspicious connected with his 
conduct in the above matter. 


19th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Kéng Chin-chien is appointed Taotai 
of the Ch‘nanpei Intendancy of Szechuan. 


(2) La Li. (Manchu) is appointed Deputy 
assistant Military Governor of ]li, Chinese 
Turkestan. He is also allowed the use of 
the horses and mules belonging to the 
Impeaial Courier Post en route to his new 
post. 


20th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


THE PROPOSED CONSERVATION OF THE 
YELLOW RIVER, 


I the Empress Dowager Tze-hsi-tuan-yu, 
etc., being filled with pity and anxiety 
at the same time; pity for the repeated 
fumines and sufferings of my subjects in 
the vicinity of the Yellow River, caused 
by the frequent breaking away of its 
banks of late years and the flooding of 
immense tracts of land; ana anxiety lest 
there be greater disasters in the future 
unless some means be devised for the 
permanent conservation of this River. I 
consider that to do so, there must be a 
staff of men well-versed in river conserva- 
tion placed in charge of the Yellow River, 
and I hereby command that should any of 
my Ministers and high provincial authorities 
know of such men who really p--ssess this 
ability, to recommend them to the Throne 
in order that measures for the permanent 
conservation of the Yellow River may be 
devised without loss of time. Let. this 
decree be made known to the whole Empire. 


21st October. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


FORMAL DECLARATION OF THE SUPPRESSION 
OF THE KUANGSI REBELLION. 


The recent rebellion in Kuangsi province 
began in the prefecture of Wuchou and the 
sub-prefecture of Yiilin, resulting in the 
capture of several district cities therein by 
the rebels. An Imperial decree was tien 
issued commanding Tan Chung-lin, Viceroy 
of the ‘uo Kuang provinces, Huang Huai- 
sen, Governor of Kuangsi, and Su Yuan- 
ch‘un (Marshal Su), Commander-in-Chief 
of Kuangsi, to combine forces and march 
at once against the rebels. The result was 
that the cities captured by the rebels were 
successively retaken, namely), Yunghsien, 
Luch‘uan, Peilin, Hsingyi, and Popai, while 
the said Governor Huang Huai-sen per- 
sonally went to Yiilin to direct operations 
against the rebels. The rebel chiefs Yi 
Ta-shou, Sié San-mei, Tai Ta, and Wang 
Sze have been captured and their followers 
have been scattered and the country there- 
by pacificated. As for the two chiefs Li 
Li-ting and Féng Hsi-kuang, who are 
still at large, every effort must be made 
for their capture also so as to root out 
the whole rebellion. The work of re- 
organisation is hereby confided to the 
above-named high officers who should 
exercise due care in selecting the officials 
to be appointed to the recaptured cities. 
Let the reports of the said high officers 
in connection with this matter of re- 
organisation be sent by rapid courier post, 
in order that we may be informed as soon 
as practicable what the measures decided 
upon are. 


22nd October. 
A WELCOME CONTRIBUTION. 


The Empire being in need of money 
issued what is known as the Chao Hsin 
Bonds as a Government loan. Chang 
Shu-mei, Governor of Shantung, who 
bought Tls. 100,000 worth of these bonds, 
however, states that he makes this money 
a free gift to the Government, but the 
interest derivable from said bonds, he begs, 
shall be devoted to assist the maintenance 
of schools and colleges. The said Governor 
now further reports that he has given 
another Tls. 10,000 out of his private pro- 
perty to the Government but declines to 
accept any recognition from the Throne f. r 
his patriotic act. We however commanded 
the Board of Revenue to suggest what 
reward should be given to Chang Shu-mei 
but the said Board reports that the said 
Governor has again and again declined 
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to accept any reward. This action is 
most commendable and we therefore 
reward his two sons and nephew instead. 
His two sons Chang Shu-lan and Chang 
Shu-mien who are Ist-class Secretaries of 
the Boards of War and of Works respective- 
ly, are hereby appointed prefects to be 
given substantive appoi.tments at once. 
His nephew Chang Shu-héng who has no 
official status is hereby given the rank of 
3rd-class Secretary of one of the Boards. 


23rd October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


As I, the Empress Dowager Tze-hsi-luan- 
yi, etc., am filled with anxiety at the 
precarious condition of the Yellow River 
I commanded all my ofticials to recommend 
to me men who are well versed in river 
conservation works in order to get 
from them some plan of securing a perma- 
nent conservation of the River. As this 
matter is of the greatest importance to 
the empire I hereby command the Grand 
Council in conjunction with the Grand 
Secretariat, Six Boards, the Court of 
Censors aud the other Minor Courts to 
meet toyether for a grand consultation 
of the inatter and then report to me the 
result thereof. 


24th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Decree of Empress Dowager saying 
that she is filled with pity for her subjects 
who have litigations and cases in the 
local courts and who have sometimes to 
wait months and years before they are 
settled, all because of the laziness and 
shirking of responsibility of the local 
officials. The Board of Punishments, Court 
of Censors, and Viceroys and Governors of 
provinces, are therefore, commanded to 
remedy matters and insist on the pronipt 
disposal of all kinds of cases that may 
come before their subordinates, monthly 
reports being herenfter required showing 
cases disposed of within the month and 
those pendirg. 

(2) Another decree by the Empress 
Dowager exhorting desperate men who 
turn into bandits and robbers to reform 
themselves and enlist in the various regi- 
ments, where brave and strong men 
are required, instead of risking their lives 
in robbing and pillaging. The Viceroys 
and Governers of provinces are commanded 
to issue proclamations anent these ex- 
hortations to show that the Ruler of the 
Empire is really anxious for the welfare 
of her people. 


25th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

THE FUKIEN-CHEKIANG VICEROYSHIP. 

(1) Hsii Ying-k‘uei is appointed Viceroy 
of the Min-Ché provinces vice Pien_Pao- 
ch‘nan, deceased. Vending Hsii_Ying- 
k‘uei’s arrival at Foochow, the Tartar- 
General of that city, Tséng Ch‘i, is to act 
as Viceroy. 

SOFT-HEARTEDNESS, 

(2) The institutes of this dynasty have 
always been most severe against bandits 
and all who pillage with arms in their 
hands. When caught there is no difference 
made between the heads of robber bands 
and their followers and all are summarily 
decapitated as soon as found guilty. Now, 
I, the Empress Dowager Tze-hsi-tuan-yu, 
etc., think that this is rather too severe, 
for there must be some difference between 
the guilt of a chief and his follower. and 
while conceding the justice of th: law and 
the necessity of exercising due severity so 
as to strike terror upon evil-docrs, I still 
think something should be done by which 
a way may be opeved to rescue the less 
guilty of those bandits captured by the 
constituted authvrities. I would, there- 
fore, refer this matter to the Grand Council 
who shall consult with the Grand Judiciary 
—the Presidents of the Board of Punish- 
ments, Court of Censors, and Court of 
Revision—whereby I may exercise mercy 
and kindness, beyond the limits of the law, 
in regard to these my subjects. 

26th October. 
No papers of interest. 
27th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Li Fu-chao is appointed a Sub- 
Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat with 
the brevet rank of a Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites. 

Kuci Héng (Manchu), Tartar-General of 
Uliasut‘ai, Chinese Turkestan, reports that 
he is still seriously ill and as his leave 
of absence is about te expire, prays to be 
allowed to resign his post and return to his 
Banner Reservation. The prayer is granted 
and Lien Shun, Political Agent at Urga, 
Mongolia, is hereby promoted to the post. 
Lien Shun is commanded to proceed at 
once by means of the Imperial Courier Post 
and is excused from coming to Peking for 
an audience. 

28th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Using Licn (Manchu), Deputy Assis- 

tant Military Governor of Petuné, Central 
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Manchuria, is hereby promoted Political 
Agent at Urga, Mongolia, vice Lien Shun 
promoted to Uliasutai, and is further 
granted the brevet rank of Lieutenant- 
General, permission being also given to 
travel by the Imperial Courier Post. 

(2) Sung K’un (Manchu) is appointed 
Deputy Assistant Military Governor of 
Petuné vice Hsing Lien promoted as above. 

(3) Nai Fu (Manchu) is appointed pre- 
fect of Sz‘énfu, Kuangsi province. 

29th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


Five edicts appointing Chief Examiners, 
etc., to hold the approaching Chwjén or 
M.A. Examinations pending in the capital. 

(6) Liu Sbu-t‘ang, Governor of Honan, 
reports the placid state of the Yellow 
River this year in Honan province, where- 
by there have been no disasters nor suffer- 
ing caused to the people of Honan living in 
the vicinity of the Great River. We feel 
profoundly grateful to the gods for their 
powerful protection and hereby command 
that ten great incense-sticks from Tibet 
be sent to the said Governor who shall 
reverently burn them on our behalf at the 
altar of the River god, as a token of the 
Imperial gratitude for favours bestowed. 
As for Ngéh-lé-ching-ngéh (Mongol), Pro- 
vincial Treasurer of Honan ; Mu Ch‘i-sien, 
Taotai of the K‘ai-Kuei-Chén-Hsii Inten- 
dancy of Honan; anl Ts‘én Ch‘un-yung, 
Taotai of the Hopei (North of the Yellow 
River) Intendancy, who have chief charge 
of the River Conservation in Honan and 
through whose vigilance and carefulness 
the Yellow River has been kept peacefully 
within bounds, we hereby command that 
their names be handed to the Board of Civil 
Appointments for the determination of 
some extra rewards as a mark of the 
Imperial approbation. 

30th October. 
IMPERIAL DEGREES. 

(1) Ju Lin (Manchu) is appointed Director 
of the Supervisorate of Instruction of the 
Heir- Apparent. 

DEATH OF ONE OF THE MANCHU PRINCES. 

(2) We regret to learn of the death of 
Pén K6, Prince Yii. The deceased succecd- 
ed his father in the early sixties (reign of 
Tung Chih) and was immediately granted 
the decoration of the three-cyed peacock’s 
feather. During this period until his death 
yesterday he successively held the posts 
of member of the Board of Comptrollers- 
General of the Imperial Houschold Depa t- 
ment ; Commandant of the Imperial Body 
Guard; Inspector-General of the Ban- 


ner forces, etc., in all of which he 
gave perfect satisfaction to the Throne. 
We hereby command that the £‘vlo prayer 
coverlet be bestowed upon the deceased, 
and that Prince P‘u Lun, 3rd Order, carry 
the same to the palace of the deceased, 
escorted by ten members of the Imperial 
Body Guard, where he shal] also represent 
us and offer up sacrifices td the manes of 
the deceased Prince on our behalf. We 
hereby further bestow an extra grant of 
Tls. 1,000 towards the funeral expenses, 
beyond the usuat sum allowed by law, 
which the Keeper of the Privy Purse shall 
send at once, and command also that all 
black marks against the deceased Prince’s 
name shall be erased from the official 
records. 
31st October. 
“IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hsit Shou-p‘éng is appointed Master 
of Horse (Court of the Imperial Stud). 

(2) Yung Shou (Manchu) is appointed to 
inspect the Reservation affairs of the White 
Hanchun Banner Corps. 

(3) Recording the regret of the Empress 
Dowager at learning of the death of Wén 
Lin (Manchu), Junior Vice-President of 
the Board of Punishments, and command- 
ing that the funeral rites be according to 
the rank held by him. His son Yen Huan 
is granted the rank of a 3rd-class Secretary 
of one of the Six Boards, in recognition of 
the services of the deceased. 

(4) K‘un Hsiu (Manchu) is appointed 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Punishments vice Wén Lin, deceased. 


1st November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


RESTORATION OF THE HIGH PROVINCIAL 
POSTS ABOLISHED BY THE EMPEROR. 

(1) The other day, I, the Empress Dow- 
ager, commanded the Grand Council to 
deliberate with the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments as to the desirability of permitting 
the aboiition of the posts of the Gover- 
nors of Hupeh, Kuangtung, and Yunnan, 
and the Director-Generalship of the Yellow 
River, or to restore them as hitherto. I 
have now received their report which 
argues strongly in favour of the restoration 
of the four posts. As I am myself of the 
opinion that no good will be done by 
abolishing for ever these important posts, 
T hereby command that the said provincial 
posts be at once restore. and, in consonance 
with this resolution, Inow appoint Tséng Ho 
(Manchu, and nephew of Yii Lu, Viceroy of 
Chibli) to be the Governor of Hupeh ; Lu 
Ch‘uan-lin (formerly Viceroy of Szechuan) 
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to be Governor of Kuangtung, and Ting 
Chen-tu, (Provincial Treasurer of Chinese 
Turkestan) to be Governor of Yunnan. 
With reference to the Director-General- 
ship of the Yellow River, the large staff 
and intricate machinery connected with 
the river conservation will obviously be 
too great a burden and_ responsibility 
to be borne alune by the Governor of 
Honan, and I, therefore, command that 
Jén Tao-yung return to his old post, which 
he was just on the point of leaving in 
obedience to the decree of the Emperor. 
In a postscript memorial of the said 
Grand Council and Board of Civil Ap- 
pointments the question is asked whether 
the new posts of Grain Taotai of Yunnan 
and sub-prefect of the Nankuan barrier, 
instituted by the Emperor in consideration 
of the abolition of the Governorship of 
Yunuan, be allowed to go on. It seems to 
me that, as that Governorship has been 
restored, the new posts become needless, 
and I, therefore, command that the usual 
conditions remain as hitherto. 


RESTORATION OF THE OLD ORDER OF THINGS 
IN MILITARY EXAMINATIONS. 

(2) The Board of War and Tsungli 
Yamén were recently o:dered in conjunc- 
tion with the Grand Council to frame a set 
of regulations with reference to the training 
of military students aud they advocated that 
rifle practice and marksmanship be taught 
them. ‘his is an important matter neces- 
sitated by the critical times we live in ; but 
I, the Empress Vowager, am of opinion 
that, as the military examinations of 
students for degrees by the lifting of heavy 
stone weights, manipulation of the Great 
Sword (like Lochaber pole-axes) and 
archery on horseback and on foot, are 
merely a form to go through in order 
to obtain the three successive degrees 
of licentiate, Chiijen,and Chinshth and have 
nothing to do with service in the army, this 
form should be retuined in future military 
examinations and I hereby command that 
Viceroys and Governors, etc., follow the 
old order of things hitherto existing. But 
after obtaining their military degrees the 
graduates must learn pertectly the mani- 
pulation of modern firearms and train 
themselves with these arms to obtain good 
marksmanship, so as to fit themselves for 
the army. ‘Those graduates in Peking 
who have obtained their fourth degree— 
Shih-wei is the military equivalent of the 
literary title of Hanlin—and have been 
appointed members of the Imperial Body 
Guard shall be sent for their training to the 
Peking Field Force, while the military 


chiijén and and licentiates in the provinces 
who have not already joined the provincial 
arinies should be sent to learn their future 
professsion in the foreign-modelled Milit- 
ary colleges and schools to be speedily 
established by the various Viceroys and 
Governors of provinces. 


RESERVE GRANARIES MOST IMPORTANT. 


(3) Shéng Hsuan-huai, Director of the 
Court. of Sacrificial Worship and Director- 
General of the Lu-Han Railway, states 
that the condition of the country under the 
present crisis is very precarious owing tu 
the lack of reserve granaries in the pro- 
vinces and the emptiness of the granaries 
where prescribed by law. It is well-known 
that nine out of every ten granaries in the 
country are empty and if a famine arises the 
result will, under the circumstances, be ap- 
palling. This is a cause for great indignation 
and we hereby command all Viceroys and 
Governor of provinces to insist that their 
subordinates, the local officials, bezin 
buying up grain at once and fill up their 
g:anaries to the full extent demanded by 
law. Where there are no granaries steps 
must be taken imme liately to supply the 
deficiency. These granaries are to be exa- 
mined yearly and if any reimissness be found 
the ottcials concerned will be severely 
punished. In this way alone may we hope 
to cope with any famine that shall in the 
future attack the country. 


THE CITY WALLS OF PEKING. 


(4) The Board of Works reports that 
the city walls of Peking are in a most 
dilapidated and decayed conlition and 
should at once le repaired. We hereby 
command Chav Shu-chiao and Ying Nien 
(Manchu) to examine the said walls and 
present an estimate as to the probable 
funds requived for this important work. 

2nd November. 
IMPERIAL DECREUS. 

(1) Hsii Ching-chéng, Senior Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board of Works, is appointed 
a member of the Tsungli Yainén. 

(2) Ting T‘i-chang Provincial Judge of 
Kansu, is promoted Treasurer of the same 
and Kuei Ch‘un (Manchu) is appointed 
Provincial Judye vice the former promoted. 

(3) Chao Erh-hsiian, Provincial Judge of 
Shensi, is promoted Provincial Treasurer 
of Chinese Turkestan vice Ting Chén-to 
promoted Governor of Yunnan ; and Tuan 
Fang (Manchu) is appointed to the post 
vacated by the suid Chao Erh-hsiian. 
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3rd November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Shang Ch‘i-hang is appointed Grain Tao- 

tai of Shantuny. 
4th November. 

THE COMMANDER OF THE LEFT CORPS. 

(1) I, the Empress Dowager 'I'ze-hsi- 
tuan-yu, ete., have perused the memorial 
of General Sunz Ch‘ing, Commander of 
the Yi or Left Corps of the Grand Army of 
the Peiyang, in which he states that he is 
still suffe ing from his old maladies and 
heace prays to be allowed to make a stay 
at Chinchou, near the Great Wall, where 
he may h ve the benefit of good medical 
advice and attendance. I have great con- 
fidence in the valour and experience of the 
said General and feel great satisfaction 
at the discipline and organisation of the 
Corps maintained by him. I hereby com- 
nand that thirty pieces of ginseng, 
specially reserved for the Imperial use, 
be sent to Sung Ching, and I further 
exhort that he take extra care of his 
health, and that, as soon as he feels 
himself a little better, he leave Chinchou 
at once for his new headquarters at Shan- 
haikuan, where he may continue to give 
his entire attention towards the dis- 
ciplining and drilling of his whole Corps, 
so as to be a strong defence of the frontiers 
of the Empire. 


POOR RELIEF IN PEKING. 


(2) We have received the memorial of 
the Governor of Peking asking for an extra 
endowment of rice for the Tung-jén Refuge, 
outside the Kuangchii-gate of the capital, 
owing to there being more poor people to 
feed during this cold weather than usual 
in that establishment, caused, first by the 
building of extra accommodation for the 
poor to live in, and second through the 
Inatitution of a charity school in connection 
therewith for instructing the large number 
of little children who had come with their 
parents. This is a good innovation and we 
hereby bestow, as an act of extra grace, 
300 piculs of rice which shall Je handed 
over to the said Governor by the Imperial 
Granary Authorities. 

5th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

AN EXHORTATION ON THE IMPORTANCE 
OF RESERVE GRANARIES AND VOLUNTEER 
MILITARY ORGANISATIONS, 

(1) I, the Empress Dowager, having at 
heart the welfare of my people and the 
permanence of the dynasty, ain of opinion 
that every effort should be made to 


est blish reserve granaries and volunteer 
military organisation throughout the coun- 
try, as these are aciually the basis of a 
strong Empire. With full reserve granaries 
on hand in every district of the Empire, 
whenever an emergency arises, or famine, 
the people will have plenty to sustain 
themselves with and there will then be no 
great sufferings by which the starved people 
will have to be driven to become robbers 
for sustenance. With trained volunteers 
in all the cities, towns and villages 
and the people accustomed to the use of 
arms and the drills and discipline of 
the regular army, the whole country can 
he turned into a great armed camp to 
fi¢ht for their homes should the exigencies 
of the moment call our ‘people forth. 
We can then depend upon ourselves 
for the safety of our homes and families. 
I hereby command th.t the Viceroys and 
Governors of Chihli, Féngtien, (Lower 
Manchuria) Shantung and Shansi be the 
first to inaugurate the systems advocated 
a! ove and then let the Viceroys, Governoys, 
and Tartar-generals of others provinces 
follow in the foolsteps of the Nor hern 
authorities ; and above all let there be 
diligence, energy, and care exercised in 
the manipulation of the grand work in 
hand. The sovereign on the Throne 
considers, the whole empire as one great 
family with Peking, and all must, therefore, 
depend upon one another. Let there be 
no timidity or loss of courage at the magni- 
tude of the task before us, but let. us, one 
and all, aim for the perfection of our duty 
and there will be no labour lost. 


ON TREATMENT DUE TO THE TROOPS, 


(2) Another decree by the Empress 
Downger calling upon all the generals and 
high authorities, with Military power, to 
be kind and merciful in the treatment of the 
soldiers and officers under them. The great 
object to be gained is to stop the appalling 
system of peculation and dishonesty in 
the handling of funds destined for the 
payment and feeding of the armies 
of the Empire. While this peculation 
exists the soldiers can never be well and 
justly treated, be the will of the Com- 
manding officers ever so strong to exercise 
kin ness and humanity to their men, 
But when the common soldiers and the 
officers immediately above them receive 
their just dues and this coupled with kind 
treatment at the hands of their superior 
oflicers, they cantbe depended upon to 
know that when their country receives 
shame, this shame is theirs also, and 
the enemies of their country also their 
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enemies. This then should be the great 
aim of the Government and the high 
military and civil authorities throughout 
the empire. 

(3) A third decre+ of the Empress 
Dowager calling upon all her civil ofticials 
in Peking and in the provinees to be 
honest, energetic and humane in their 
treatment of the inhabitants of the Empire, 
and much more in a similar strain. 

(4) Kuo Chun (Manchu) is appointed 
Salt Commissioner of Kuangtung province. 


6th November. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Li Kuei-lin is appointed prefect of Ta- 
tung, Shansi province. 


7th Novemher. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


THE QUESTION OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 
OF ROBBERS. 


(1) The other day I, the Empress 
Dowager, being touched with pity at the 
want of mercy exercised in the case of 
robbers captured for their crimes, where- 
by all were summarily decapitated with- 
out any distinction being made between 
chief and followers, commanded the 
Grand Council to deliberate over this 
matter with the officers of the Triple 
Judiciary—Presidents of the Board of 
Punishments, Court of Censors, and Board 
of Revision—and to report to us the result 
of their conference. Their report is now 


before me, in which Prince Li—President 


of the Grand Council—and his co-mem- 
orialists state that ‘‘ the rule of executing 
robbers who have obtained pillage without 
any distinction made between chief and 
followers was the last resort of the 
law, compelled so to do in consequence 
of the multiplicity and constant re- 
currence of cases of robbery and _ pillage. 
Even now the law shows extra leniency to 
that member of a robber band who does not 
join his companions in making a raid, and 
also to that inember who, although abstain- 
ing from joining, gets his share of the 
divided spoils. There is no truth in the 
assertion that all members of a gang of 
robbers are equally executed. As a matter 
of fact if local authorities would only 
exercise due care and detail in trying a 
case of robbery, they could easily make a 
distinction in the various stages of guilt of 
their prisone:s and give sentence thereby. 
There would then be no more complaints 
against wholesale executions. With refer- 
ence, however, to the sentence of wholesale 
decapitations, this law was made only asa 


temporary measure ; it is not a fixed law at 
all. The trouble is that provincial officials, 
being of a lazy disposition and hating to 
be bored with Jong drawn out and careful 
investigations, seize upon the temporary 
regulation in order to get rid of the whole 
affair at one stroke, valuing the lives of the 
people cherper than s‘raw efttigies.” J 
hereby command that, with the exception 
of those provinces where there is fighting 
now going on, and where there is no doubt 
in the least that the prisoners caught are 
insurgents, mounted handits, members of 
secret societies and disbanded soldiers, 
whose crimes are graver and more serious 
and who therefore should be summarily de- 
capitated—a temporary but necessary law— 
all other cases amongst the masses, relat- 
ing to robbery with arms in hand, shall 
hereafter be tried and dealt with in accor- 
dance to the old written law, in order that 
due mercy and leniency be shown to the 
less guilty. 


THE KANSU CORPS. 

(2) As General Tung Fu-hsiang and his 

Corps of Kansu troops have now entirely 

arrived at the Sonthern Hunting Park, 

I hereby command Prinee Ch‘ing to 

proceed to that camp and _ diligently 
examine and review the Corps. 


8th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


‘By EXTRA GRACE OF THE EMPRESS 
DOWAGER,” 

(1) Na Yen-t‘u, Prince of the Khalka 
Mongols, and Tsai Ch‘i, Prince of Tuan 
(Manchu), are hereby granted the privilege 
of riding on horseback within the precincts 
of the Western Palace-gates. 

(2) The same privilege is granted Kang 
Yi, President of the Board of War, whil. 
Wang Wen shao, President of the Board 
of Revenue, is permitted to ride in a 
two-bearer sedin-chair within the said 
precincts. 

(3) Liao Shou-héng, President of the 
Board of Rites, is hereby permitted to ride 
on horseback,not only within the Precincts 
of the Western Palace-gates, but also within 
the ‘‘Forbidden City.” 

9th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 
A WARNING TO MILITARY OFFICERR. 


(1) I, the Empress Dowager, Tze-hsi- 
tuan-yu, etc., have, of late, been earnestly 
considering the importance of raising funds 
and putting our drilled armies upon a better 
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basis as to arms, welfare, and comfort, and 
for this reason repeated decrees had been 
issued by the Throne to clear out all use- 
less,aged and superfluous characters on the 
rolls of the various regiments in the pro- 
vinces, the idea being that, with these 
aged and superfluous men out of the way, 
the money spent on them could be used 
in giving extra pay and comfort to those 
who had been retained for their fitness in 
age and physical strength and courage to 
become good soldiers. This indeed is the 
most important question for development 
by this Government at the present mo- 
ment. But Iam most indignant to learn 
that there is a habit among military officers 
to curry favour with their superiors, using 
large portions of funds, confided to them 
for payment to the rank and file, to buy 
favour amongst their superior officers in 
order to obtain promotion and lucrative 
posts. On this account we often hear of 
denunciations against military officials for 
pocketing the pay and food-money of their 
troops, and many more delinquencies. Can 
our armies then be cxpected to improve 
when such pernicious practices are allowed ? 
What then are our Viceroys,Governors, and 
Tartar Generals in the provinces doing? 
Knowing these bad habits- we must now 
sef about to reform them, so that when 
the time comes, I can depend upon the help 
and actual services of every soldier to 
whom the government allowance is paid. 
I call upon my Viceroys, Governors, and 
Tartar Generals to prove their gratitude 
for the gracious bounties bestowed upon 
them by the Throne by setting earnestly 
to work on this most important question, 
and I promise further that if in the 
future I shall hear of any more embezzling 
of the pay of the soldiers and like frauds, 
I will not exercise any leniency but shall 
order the miscreants to execution in ac- 
cordance with military law. 


(2) Jung Lu, Grand Secretary, Generhlis- 
simo, etc., etc., is hereby granted the 
privilege of riding on horseback within the 
precincts of the Western Palace-gates. 


(3) Hu Yii-fén is hereby commanded to 
resign his present post of Governor of 
Peking and is appointed, instead, an ex- 
pectant Vice-President of one of the Six 
Boards and Minister of the Tsungli Ya- 
mén. 

(4) Ch‘ing Ch‘i (Manchu), formerly De- 
puty Assistant Military Governor of San- 
sing (Central Manchuria), is hereby ordered 
to report for duty to Prince Ch‘ing, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Peking Field 
Force. 


10th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
NEW DEPARTURES. 


(1) The 1st day of the 10th moon (14th 
November) being the first day of the 
Winter Season, Shih Tu, Prince Li, is 
hereby appointed to conduct the sacrifices 
at the Innperial Ancestral Temple on that 
occasion, on behalf of the Ei ere: 

(2) Tie Optimus (Chuang-yu.. 7, Secun- 
dus (Pany-yen), Tertius (T'an-hua), and 
Quartus (Ch‘uan-l) of the recent Military 
Chinshih examinations, are hereby excused 
from presenting themselves to the Throne. 

Note:—This and the ceremony above- 
noted were never before omitted by the 
Emperor Kuang Hsii, in person, and his 
absence on the two occasions was much 
commented upon throughout the country. 
—Translator. 

THE KUANGTUNG VICEROYSHIP. 

(3) I, the Empress Dowager Tze-hsi-tuan- 
yu, etc.,- have received the memorial of 
T‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Two Kuang 
provinces, lamenting his prolonged illness 
and asking permission to resign his post. 
I have always had a great respect for the 
said Viceroy’s energy and devotion to his 
duties as head of two important provinces, 
and hence feel reluctant to deprive myself 
of the services of this faithful servant. 
Insternd of retiring, therefore, I hereby 
grant him an extra leave of absence from 
his duties and also bestow on him four 
pieces of Imperial ginseng to give him 
strength. There is no necessity for the 
said Viceroy to resign. 

(4) Ch‘én Chao-wén is appointed Go- 
vernor of Peking vice Hu Yii-fen resigned. 
THE FOOCHOW ARSENAL AND NAVAL 
DOCKYARD. 


(5) The other day orders were given to 
the Board of Revenue tv notify tbe 
Viceroys, Governors, and Tartar Generals 
of provinces to contribute a certain amount 
each, annuully, towards the expenses of the 
reorganised Foochow Arsenal and Naval 
Dockyard. The said Viceroys, ete, are 
therefore commanded to make all haste in 
sending their contributions to the Board 
of Revenue, under pain of severe penalties, 
and the said Board is commanded to take 
charge of these funds and await further 
orders. 

11th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
THE SACREDNESS OF THE “‘ FORBIDDEN CITY.” 

(1) That the utmost vigilance should 
always be exercised in respect of keeping 
the precincts of the ‘‘ Forbidden City” 
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free from outsiders and loafers has been 
repeatedly impressed upon our high Minis- 
ters and their subordinates who have the 
sacred environs confided to their charge. 
And it goes without further comment 
that the high Ministers should personally 
walk about day and night to see that the 
necessary watchfulnuess be kept up by the 
guards at all times. But I, the Empress 
Dowager, am indignant to learn that, of 
late, strangers and loafers have been again 
seen within the sacred precincts, and I 
therefore again command my high Ministers 
to take particular pains in finding out all 
cases of lack of vigilance and such like 
delinquencies of the Palace and other 
guards, and to prevent further ingress to 
outsilers. 
THE KANSU ARMY CORPS. 


(2) Another decree of the Empress 


Dowager in reply to the memorial of’ 


Prince Ch‘ing who was ordered to inspect 
the Kansu troops who had arrived outside 
Peking from Kansu, under the command of 
General Tung Fu-hsiang. The memorial 
was véry favourable to these troops and 
the Empress Dowager accordingly bestows 
i quantity of jade-stone ornaments and 
pieces of silk and satin from the Im- 
perial looms of Soochow and Hangchow to 
General Tung and his officers, and also 
Tis. 10,000 to the soldiers to be handed by 
the Board of Revenue at once to General 
‘ung for distribution. 

Note :—These troops after crushing the 
Mahommedan Rebellion in Kansu, the year 
previous, were specially ordered to Peking 
to serve as a special escort should the Em- 
press Dowager and her Court find it ne- 
cessary, owing to Russian aggressions, to 
move the capital to Hsian, capital of Shensi 
province.—Translator. 

TUE LATE VICEROY OF MIN-CHE. 


(3) An acknowledgment of the receipt of 
news reporting the death of Pien Pao- 
ch‘uan, Viceroy of the Min-Ché provinces. 
The deceased is given the posthumous 
honour of the brevet rank of Senior 
Guardian of the Heir-Apparent; the 
erasure of all black marks against his 
name in the official records ; special per- 
mission for the remains to enter any city 
of the Empire, while en route to the native 
city of the deceased ; and permission for 
his two sons, namely Pien Yi-tang and 
Pien Yi-t‘ung, after their period of 
mourning, to be presented at Peking at 
special audience. : 

Note:—The late Viceroy was a Chinese 
Bannerman (Hanchun) of Chinkiang.— 
Translator. 


12th November. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Lu Jén-hsiang, an Optimus of f.rmer 
years, is hereby reappointed Libationer of 
the Imperial Academy. 

Note:—This officer is a member of the 
Reform Party and was engaged in pushing 
on reform in his native city of Soochow 
when the crash came. He then resigned 
the Directorship of the Bureau of Com- 
merce and of the cotton weaving mills 
established there by him and was, for a 
in some fear of being also arrested. 
Fortunately he was not a very daring 
reformer and so made few enemies. 
Eventually he was advised to return to 
Peking.—Translator. 


13th November. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The disgraced officers En Hsiang, 
ex-Deputy Assistant Military Governor 
of Hunch‘un, Kirin province, and Lung 
Tien-yang, Brigadier-General of Kiangsu 
province, who were received in audience 
the day before yesterday are hereby re- 
stored, by extra grace of the Empress 
Dowager, to their former ranks and titles. 
Ting Pao-yuan, expectant Taotai of Kiang- 
su, who was granted audience this morn- 
ing, is to be noted down in the official 
list of the Grand Council as a candidate 
for the first vacant Taotaiship available. 

(2) Duke ‘'sai Lan (Imperial Clan) is 
appointed Senior Vice-Commissioner of 
Octroi at the Chungwén-gate of Peking, 
and Fu Sén-pu (Imperial Clan) is appoiut- 
ed Junior Vice-Commissioner thereof. 


LI HUNG-CHANG APPOINTED TO 
INVESTIGATE THE YELLOW RIVER. 


(3) With reference to my desire that 
the Grand Council should assemble the 
Grand Sccretaries, the Presidents of the 
Six Boards and Nine Courts to a grand 
conference as to what steps should be 
taken to bring about a permanent con- 
servation of the Yellow River, in order to 
save untold miseries to my people in the 
future, I, the Empress Dowager Tze-hsi- 
tuan-yu, etc., have now received a report 
headed by Prince Li, President of the 
Grand Council, in which they unanimously 
recommend the appointment of a high 
Minister of the Court to go to Shantung 
and make a special investigation of the 
whole river so as to obtain reliable data to 
go upon in future discussions on the subject. 
I, therefore, hereby appvint the Grand 
Secretary, Li Hung-chang, as Imperial High 
Commissioner to Shantung where he is to 
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have as colleagues Jén Tao-yung, Director- 
General of the Yellow River, and Chang 
Ju-mei, Governor of Shantung. They 
shall then make a journey through the 
whole length of the River, make a thorough 
examination of the condition and aspects 
thereof, and study the whole question of 
conservation. They shall exert special care 
that their report of the river shall be on a 
thorough knowledge of the question and 
obtained from reliable sources so that there 
may be no more mistakes made when the 
work of conservation is once begun. The 
said High Commissioners should remember 
that the importance of the conservation of 
the Yellow River is one of vast and grave 
responsibility, as the safety of millions of 
the inhabitants of Shantung depends upon 
a correct solution of the matter. Let there 
be no slipshod work or shifting of respon- 
sibility on one another’s shoulders. Let 
the High Commissioners also present an 
estimate of what the proposed works 
would actually cost so that steps may be 
taken thereon. ; 

(4) Ch‘ien Ying-pu, President of the 
Board of Works, is hereby granted the 
privilege of riding in a two-bearer sedan- 
chair within the Precincts of the Western 
Palace-gates. He is also excused from the 
duty of introducing officials at Imperial 
audiences. 


THE ‘‘ ORTHODOX WAY.” 


(5) I, the Empress Dowager Tze-hsi- 
tuan-yu, etc., have received a memorial 
from the Ministers of the Board of Rites 
dilating on the supreme importance of 
making it known throughout the whole 
Empire that there are to be no changes 
from the old methods of literary examina- 
tions among candidates for degrees, in 
arder to sect at rest, once for all,the present 
uncertainty that has been caused by the 
Emperor's recent reform measures in the 
above direction. Now as the Empire has 
always prospered and flourished under the 
old régime and from the methods of old 
have been evolved the following books 
i. e., Regulations Governing Examinations, 
sanctioned by Inperial decree; Regulations 
for Gwidance of Literary Chancellors, sanc- 
tioned by Imperial decree ; and The advan- 
tages and disadvantages to be observed in 
Literary Examinations (which haye been 
compiled from former Imperial Decrees), 
all of which have in them the acme 
of excellence, there is indeed no neces- 
sity of making any changes in the 
curriculum of literary examinations that 
has always obtained. I, therefore, grant 
the request of the said Board, which 
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is authorised to notify my commands to 
all the Literary Examiners and [Literary 
Chancellors throughout the Empire that 
they are henceforth to follow reverentially 
and carefully the regulations and laws 
mentioned in the above books, in order 
that the graduates may learn of, and keep 
to the orthodox way. 


MODERN SCHOOLS TO BE PERMITTED. 

(6) The Board of Rites have further ask- 
ed that 1 put a stop to the new studies 
ordered to be taught in the provincial col- 
lege-, and newly instituted modern schools, 
and that these institutions be commanded 
to return to the old regulations—that 
of giving instructions solely in the Con- 
fucian Analects and Ancient Classics. Now 
the object of these colleges as institutions 
of learning, is to teach solid and sub- 
stantial branches of study and not solely 
old-time books. For instance such subjects 
as astronomy, geography, military strategy. 
mathematics, etc., are modern require- 
ments necessary for the country’s welfare, 
and as such within the province of educated 
students to acquire. Modern schools do 
not go beyond the instruction of the solid 
studies named above and hence differ in 
name only to the present idea of what 
collegiate education should be. Their aims 
are really the same. In view of this, 
therefore, I see no reason for putting a 
stop to these modern schools or that these 
modern studies be prohibited from the old 
provincial colleges ; nor should it be main- 
tained that modern studies should not be 
taught in the colleges. Let this be made 
known throughout the Empire. 


14th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
‘*BY GRACE OF THE EMPRESS DOWAGER.” 
The Grand Secretaries Li Hung-chang 
and Hsii Tung are both granted the 
privilege of riding in two-bearer sedan- 
chairs within the precincts of the Western 
Palace-Gates. 


15th November. 
No papers of importance. 


16th November, 1898. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) As Hu Yii-fén finds himself well 
occupied with the multiplicity of his duties 
as Director-General of Northern Railways, 
his appointment to the Tsungli Yamén is 
hereby cancelled: 

(2) Hsii Ch‘eng-yao is appointed Senior 
Vice-President of the Board of Punish- 
ments, his acting post of Senior Vice-Pre- 
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sident of the Board of Rites being hereby 
given pro tem to Ké Pao-hua- 


THE EMPRESS DOWAGER'S SPECIAL GUARDS. 


(3) With reference to the proposal to 
organise, drill, and arm a special Brigade 
consisting of picked men selected from the 
Eight Manchu Banner Organisations ; the 
three Pao-yi Banner Corps, under the 
command of the Board of Comptrollers- 
General of the Imperial Household Depart- 
ment ; and the Ch‘ing-chien Camp, I, the 
Dowager Empress, hereby appoint Tsai 
Ch‘i, Prince Tuan, 1st Order ; Tsai Cho, 
Duke of the 2nd Order ; Tsai Lan, Duke of 
the 3rd Order; and the Assistant Grand 
Secretary, Kang Yi, to be the Committee 
of Selection. 

Note.—The three Pao-yi Banners are 
composed of descendants of captured 
Corean and Turkish prisoners of war who 
had been made Palace slaves by the early 
Emperors of the present dynasty in China ; 
hence they are under the control of the 
Imperial Household Department. The 
Ch‘ing-chien Camp is nominally a Registra- 
tion Bureau where Manchu youths who 
have arrived at a certain age, between 15 
and 16, must enter their names and hold 
themselves rea'ly for selection as soldiers. 
—Translator. 


THE EMPRESS DOWAGER RISES TO 
EXPLAIN. 

(4) In my anxiety to benefit my Empire 
and knowing that in military, agricultural, 
mechanical and commercial matters foreign 
countries are superior to ours in that they 
have succeeded in strengthening and en- 
riching their respective countries, I, the 
Empress Dowager Tze-hsi-tuan-yu, etc., 
desire that such portions of the above 
branches as may be useful to China may 
be selected and copied by us; and success I 
hope will follow our efforts. It has been 
declared by heedless persons that the Im- 
perial House is desirous only of walking in 
the footsteps of our ancestors and cares 
not to provide for the distant future. This, 
however, is really not so. I only desire to 
do things beneficial to the country at 
large, irrespective of the source from 
whence these solid benefits may come, and 
insist on eradicating all harmful practices. 
The duty of putting these into effect, how- 
ever, lies with my Viceroys and Governors 
in the provinces, while I depend for in- 
formation as to the success or non-success 
of such measures on the scrutiny of my 
Censors. I, therefore, hereby commund 
that, hereafter, if any high - provincial 
oficial orCensor desires to put any measure 


that may benefit the country into practice 
he -or they shall immediately memorialise 
to me to that effect, and I will select what 
I deem most useful to the people for trial. 
Let me see something practical done and 
not merely hear empty words. Let this 
decree be made known to the whole 
Empire. 
17th November. 
\ IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Li Tien-lin is appointed a Sub- 
Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat, with 
the brevet rank of a Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites. 

(2) A memorial from Liao Shou-féng, 


- Governor of Chékiang, has been received 


asking to be allowed to resign on account 
of prolonged illness. The prayer is granted 
and Liao Shou-féng is hereby permitted to 
return to his native city to recruit his 
health. 
A COMPLAINT AGAINST COUNTERFEIT 
MONEY. 

(3) The Censor Yang Chung-yi complains 
that the crafty traders and cash shops of 
the Capital are in the habit of picking out 
cash paid to them and refusing to accept 
light-weight copper cash offered by their 
patrons ; that the country is flooded with 
these light-weight counterfeit cash ; and 
prays therefore that measures be taken to 
stop the frauds. The Commandant of the 
Peking Gendarmerie, the Governor of 
Peking, and police Censors of the Five 
Cities of the Capital are hereby com- 
manded to make a strict search for cash 
counterfeiters who, when captured, must 
be punished to the utmost extent of the 
law. At the same time orders should be 
transmitted to traders and cash shops not 
to refuse cash which are usually current in 
the markets, though rather light in weight. 

18th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Liu Shu-t'ang, Governor of Honan, is 
hereby transferred to the same post in 
Chékiang, vice Liao Shou-féng, resigned, 
and the vacant Governorship in Honan is 
hereby given to Yii Ch‘ing (Manchu). 
The Provincial Treasurership of Kiangning 
(Nankiny) vacated by the said Yii Ch'ang 
is hereby given to Chang Shao-hua. 

19th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
LAND RECLAMATION IN MANCHURIA. 

(1) E-k6-t‘ang-a, Tartar General of Féng- 
tien (Lower Manchuria) reports favourably 
on the special work done by P‘u Ku, Vice- 
President of the Moukden Board of War, 
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with reference to the inauguration of the 
important work of reclaiming large tracts of 
land in the province, which from various 
political causes had been allowed to lie 
fallow and much of it even unpeopled. 
The said P‘u Ku js also reported as having 
managed to crush a number of powerful 
bandit organisations which he found had 
taken refuge in these districts, and thereby 
made them habitable by peaceful people. 
This is most commendable and we hereby 
conmnnand the Board of Civil Appointments 
to determine upon an adequate reward for 
the said P‘u [Xu for the ability and energy 
displayed by him. 

(2) En Shou is appointed Provincial 
Judge of Kiangsi, vice Chang Shao-hua 
promoted Provincial Treasurer of Kiang- 
ning. 

(3) Ming Shun (Manchu) is appointed 
Assistant Military Governor of Kinchou, 
Liaotunz Peninsula. 

(4) At the audience granted yesterday. to 
Nech-lé-ching-ngéh (Mongol), Provincial 
Treasurer of Honan, we found him to be 
both senile and decrepit and of too great 
an age to continue longer in the public 
service. He is therefore ordered to resign 
his post and retire into private life. Ching 
Sing (Manchu) is hereby appointed to the 
vacant Treasurership. : 


THE EMPRESS DOWAGER'S BIRTHDAY. 


(6) The Ministers of the Grand Council 
are hereby commanded to notify all the 
yaméns, that there will be no Court func- 
tions held on the 9th, 10th and Lith days 
of the present 10th month (22nd, 23rd and 
24th November) in honour of the Empress 
Dowager’s birthday. 


‘* COMMERCIAL” COMMISSIONERS. 


(6) Liu Hsié-hsiin, holding the brevet 
button of a .prefect, and Ching K‘uan 
(Manchu) holding the brevet button of a 
Qnd-class Secretary of one of the Six 
Boards, are hereby permitted to travel 
abroad and in the interior of China, at their 
own expense, for the purpose of investigat- 
ing commercial conditions. 

Note:—The first named, Liu, held the 
Wising lottery monopoly in Canton in 
1894-6 and was subsequently charged with 
defrauding the revenues. To such an extent 
were his excesses that the then Governor 
of Kuangtung, Hsit Chén-yi, obtained the 
Imperial permission to confiscate Liu’s 
ill-votten gains, arrest and summarily de- 
capitate him. Before the decree came 
down to Canton Liu managed to transmit 
a couple of million dollars to Hongkong 


and Shanghai, and also took French leave 
of the scene of his exploits, eventually 
coming to Shanghai, as attempts had been 
made to kidnap him from Hongkong where 
he first had made his temporary home. The 
second named, Ch'ing, a Manchu, was a 
clerk in the Board of Revenue at Peking 
where somehow he managed to become 
enormously rich. His peculations becom- 
ing known a warrant for his arrest was 
issued by the Board of Punishments ; 
but he also escaped to Shanghai having 
made the precaution also of transmitting a 
million and half dollars previous to his 
escape. Liu and Ch‘ing became acquainted 
while in Shanghai and possibly would have 
had to wait many a year ‘before they could 
get rid of the proscription attached to their 
names. Fortunately, for them, as the 
Reform Party firmly declare, the disastrous 
eoup d'état occurred and the Empress 
Dowager being specially desirous of getting 
hold of Kang Yii-wei, these two men saw 
their opportunity, and having succeeded 
in buying their way to the Empress 
Dowager’s favourite eunuch, P‘i Siao-lien, 
which cost them, it is stated, Tls. 400,000, 
they obtained through him a secret pardon 
on condition they captured Kang Yii-wei 
and delivered him deal or alive to the 
Empress Dowager. To enable them to do 
this they were given a roving commission 
to travel about in China and abroad, at 
their own expense, and asa raison d'etre 
must be given, the better to cloak their 
designs, they were ordered ‘‘ to investigate 
commercial conditions.” —Translator. 


‘RY GRACE OF THE EMPRESS DOWAGER.” 


(7) Huai T‘a pu, (Manchu) President of 
the Court of Censors, and Hsii Hui-li, 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Civil Appointments, are hereby granted the 
privilege of riding on horseback within the 

recincts of the ‘‘ Forbidden City.” 

Note :—The first named official is the 
notorious ex-President of the Board of 
Rites who was cashiered by the Emperor 
for the Wang Chao incident.—Translator. 


A NEW COMMISSIONER OF MINES. 


(8) Chang Yi, an expectant Taotai of 
Kiangsu of the 3rd class, is hereby ap- 
pointed Chief Commissioner of Mines for 
the whole province of Chihli and the Jehé 
territory. He is further permitted to 
establish mining companies therein, and 
is commanded to send all suggestions and 
recommendations to that end to the High 
Commissioners of the Bureau of Mines 
and Railways, in Peking, for investigation 
and approval. 
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20th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hu Ching-kuei is appointed Pro- 
-vincial Judge of Shantung, and the Taotai- 
ship of the Ninghsia Intendancy of Kausu, 
vacated by him, is hereby given to Chieh 
Chung (Manchu). 

(2) Kao Kéng-én is appointed Taotai of 
the Shen-An Intendancy of Shensi. 

(3) Ts‘ai Chiin, Taotai of Shanghai, is 
hereby ordered to resign and the vacancy 
therein is hereby given to Li Kuang-chiu, 
Taotai of the Féngyang Intendancy of 
Anhui. The vacaney made by Li Kuang- 
chiu’s transfer is hereby given to Té Ling 
(Manchu.) 

(4) Hu Chiin-chang is appointed Censor 
and Keeper of the Great Seal of the Board 
of Revenue. 

21st November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chi Ch‘eng, (Manchu) is promoted 
Reader of the Hanlin Academy, and Yi 
Ké (Manchu) is promote t Recorder of the 
same Academy. 

(2) Ch‘én Chao-wen, Governor of Peking, 
is hereby transferred to the Civil Governor- 
ship of Mouken and Literary Chncellor- 
ship of Féngtien province in place of Ho 
Nai-ying, who is appointed Governor of 
Peking. 

(3) Hua Chin-shou is appointed Reader 
of the Hanlin Academy, and Li Chao-hui 
Recorder of the same. 

22nd and 23rd November. 

No papers of interest. 

Celebration of the birthday of the Em- 
press Dowager. 

24th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

THE CONDITION OF THE GRAND CANAL. 

Sung Ch‘un (Manchu), Director-General 
of the Grand Canal, reports that although 
in June last there were numerous heavy 
rain storms which filled the rivers and 
threatened to break down the Grand Canal 
dykes, he was fortunate enough, through 
the watchfulness and energy of his sub 
ordinate officers, to take the necessary 
precautions so that the threatened disaster 
was avoided, and peace has reigned in the 
whole region under the jurisdiction of the 
memorialist, right up to the commencement 
of the cold weather. This, memorialist 
also considers, is due to th: protection 
afforded by the river gods, and I hereby 
command that 15 sticks of great Tibetan 
incense be sent to the said memorialist 
who shall offer sacrifice in my name to the 
river gods in gratitude therefor. 
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25th and 26th November. 
No papers of interest. 


27th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Hua Chin-shou, Reader of the Hanlin 
Academy, is hereby promoted to be Vice- 
Director of the Supervisorate of Instruc- 
tion of the Heir-Apparent. 

28th Novemher. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Kung Ch‘éng-sui is appointed pre- 
feot of Chungking, Szechuan province. 

(2) Decree cashiering in some cases, and 
forcibly ordering to resign in others, a 
number of local authorities of Kueichou 
denounced by Wang Yii-tsao, Governor of 
that province, on the ground of miscon- 
duct and incapuability. 

29th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Governor-designate of 
Kuangtung, is hereby granted, as an extra 
act of grace of the Empress Dowager, the 
privilege of riding on horseback within the 
precincts of the ‘‘ Forbidden City.” 

(2) Hsii Ying-k‘uei, Viceroy-designate of 
the Min-Ché provinces, is granted the same 
privilege as he had while President of the 
Board of Rites, namely, that of riding on 
horseback both within the ‘Forbidden 
City” as well as within the precincts of 
the Western Palace-gates. 

Note.—Hsii Ying-k‘uei was President of 
the Board of Rites when he was cashiered 
and dismissed by the Emperor for refusing, 
at the instigation of his co-President Huai 
T‘a-pu, to hand in the 3rd-class Secretary, 
Wang Chao's, memorial on reform. Upon 
the usurpation of power by the Empress 
Dowager she restored to oftice all the 
officials cashiered by the Kmperor, making 
TIsti Ying-kuci Viceroy of Min-Ché upon 
the death of Pien Pao-ch‘uan.—Translator. 

(3) Yang Yi, Senior Vice-President of 
the Board of War, has asked for two months’ 
leave of absence from his duties in order 
to return to Canton to repair the graves of 
has ancestors. The prayer is granted and 
he is allowed to return home. 

(4) As the cold weather is causing dis- 
tress amongst indigent members of the 
Imperial Clan and collateral branches, I 
hereby command that they be granted one 
month’s extra allowance beyond their usual 
pensions, and in addition to the above all 
widows and orphans thereof are to be 
grated an extra half-month’s pension. 

(5) On the same grounds an extya 
month's pay ‘ts to be granted the common 
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soldiers belonging to the Manchu Hight 
Banners and the Chinese ‘‘Green tur- 
baned” regiments on duty about the 
capital and the ‘‘ Forbidden City.” 


30th November. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ch‘én Ping-ho is appointed acting 
Governor of Peking. 

(2) Hsii Chih-hsiang, Literary Chancellor 
of Chékiang province, is hereby promoted 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
War, and Li Tuan-yii is appointed to act 
in the latter capacity until Hsii Chih- 
hsiang arrives at Peking. 

(3) Hsii Ching-ch‘eng is appointed acting 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Rites, among his other duties. 

(4) Usii Hui-li is also appointed acting 
Senior Vice-President of the Board of 
te during the leave of absence of Yang 

i. 


lst December. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 
THE EMPROR'’S HEALTH. 


The 10th day of the 11th moon (22nd 
December) being the Winter Solstice, the 
duty of sacrificing on that day at the Temple 
of Heaven ought to be performed by us, 
the Emperor, in person. As we are, how- 
ever, in ill health and in the hands of the 
Imperial Physicians we shall not be able 
to perform these solemn and important 
rites and, therefore, appoint Né Lé-hé 
Prince Shun-ch‘eng, to perform the same 
in our stead on that day. 


2nd December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Sé Yuan (Manchu) is appointed pre- 
fect of Ch‘angchou, Kiangsu province. 

(2) Kuo Lé-min (Manchu) is appointed 
Brigadier-General of Malanchén, Great 
Wall, and also member of the Board 
of Comptrollers-Gencral of the Imperial 
Household Department. 

(3) The Board of Revenue has memo- 
rialised me recommending the deduction, 
for another year, of three-tenths of the 
salaries of all civil officials in Peking com- 
mencing from the 4th grade upwards, and 
military officials commencing from the 3rd 
grade wpwards ; and in the provinces of all 
civil officials above the rank of district 
ungistrate, and that of Licutenant-Colonel 
upwards among military officials, in order 
to form the special contribution to the 
Imperial Exchequer begun last year. 
Now, I, the Empress Dowager, know that 
the salaries of our officials are needed for 
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the support of themselves and their fami- 
lies, and if the Government continue 
going on deducting such salaries, making a 
temporary measure appear like a settled 
regulation, this would appear like extortion 
and not kindness, hence I must veto the 
request. 
3rd December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Huang Shao-chi is appointed Reader, 
and Chu Tsu-mao Recorder, respectively, 
of the Hanlin Academy. 

(2) En P‘u (Manchu) is appointed Com- 
mander of the Imperial Guards of the 
Yellow Banner, and Ting Ch‘ang (Manchu) 
is appointed Commander of the Imperial 
Guards of the Bordered Blue Banner. 


4th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Wu Ta-chén, retired Governor of 
Hunan, is a man who is really cunning and 
unprincipled in character and fond of in- 
ordinate boasting. He is hereby cashiercd 
and dismissed for ever from the public 
service. 


THE UNFORTUNATE IMPERIAL TUTOR. 


(2) When the ex-Imperial Tutor Wéng 
Tung-ho became our preceptor he never 
taught us in the orthodox way, nor did he 
ever explain to us the Classics or History to 
show us instances of heroism and patriotism 
among the ancients, He merely thought 
to procure the Imperial favour by present- 
ing us with light reading, famous water- 
coloured paintings, specimens of ancient 
art, etc. In fact, by specious and crafty 
ways Wéng Tung-ho wormed himself into 
our confidence, catering to our wishes and 
anticipating them in many ways. Hence 
when our war with Japan occurred it 
was he who decided for war, and then 
again for peace, while he had the cun- 
ning and craftiness to pass any blame 
therein upon others. By this and 
other noxious ways he has brought our 
Empire to a point from which it will be 
hard to recover ourselves. Last spring 
Wéng Tung-ho advocated reforms and 
secretly recommended Kang Yii-wei to us, 
declaring that Kang’s ability and talents 
excceded his own a hundred times over. 
This was done for his own nefarious de- 
signs. As we were anxious to make our 
empire strong in view of the crises and 
dangers surrounding the State, we were 
willing to lower our dignity by conferring 
with Kang Yii-wei in all things, while 
Kang taking advantage of this, pushed 
his treasonable designs against the Throne. 
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Wéng Tung-ho’s crime in recommending 
such a traitor to the Emperor is, therefore, 
unpardonable. Again, formerly, when 
Wing Tung-ho had any important matter 
of his own to recommend to us, and we 
argued the point with him, he would fre- 
quently show his distaste for it and at- 
tempt to browbeat us into granting his 
wishes. As we now ponder over his evil 
conduct at that time we feel angrier 
than ever and have come to the conclusion 
that the mere order for him to return 
home is an insufficient punishment for the 
baseness of his conduct. We, therefore, 
feel compelled to cashier and strip Wéng 
Tung-ho of all his rank and titles (Grand 
Secretary, Imperial Tutor, etc.,) and to 
dismiss him for ever from the public 
service. He shall also be placed under 
the surveillance of the local authorities of 
his native town (Ch‘angshu, near Soo- 
chow) in order to prevent him from causing 
any further harm in the future. Let this 
be a warning to all crafty Ministers of high 
rank, 

Note :—The language used above plainly 
shows that the Emperor himself was not 
the author of this decree. —Translator. 


5th and 6th December. 
No papers of interest. 
7th December. 


(1) Chang Shao-hua is appointed Pro- 
vincial Treasurer of Kiangsi; Ch‘ang Lu 
(Manchu) is appointed Provincial Treasurer 
of Kiangning (Nanking); and Yen Ch4 
(Manchu) is appointed Provincial Judge 
of Honan. 


A PRIESTLY INFORMER MADE A 
MANDARIN. 


(2) I have received a memorial from Liu 
K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liangkiang pro- 
vinces, in which he reports that a hsiutsai 
(licentiate) of Kuangfénghsien, Kiangsi pro- 
vince, named Yang Kung-cheng, en- 
deavoured in the 4th moon of this year 
(May-June) to conspire against the Govern- 
ment and tried to persuxde a foreign 
missionary, named Liu 'sai-tu, to join 
him in the projected rebellion. Fortunate- 
ly this missionary was an honest and 
law-abiding man and he handed to the 
memorialist the original letter of the 
said Yang Kung-cheng, which led to the 
man’s arrest and trial, clearly proving that 
the accused desired to rebel against the 
constituted authorities. With reference to 
this I hereby command that the convicted 
rebel, Yang Kung-cheng, be forthwith 
summarily executed as a warning to all 
men. Now foreign -missionaries come to 


China to exhort people to be good. As 
the said missionary came forward of his 
own accord to reveal this conspiracy--which 
was proved by the secret letter sent to 
him by Yang Kung-cheng—the said mis- 
sionary has indeed proved his object of 
being in this country—that of exhorting 
people to be good. A most praiseworthy 
example indeed! In acknowledgment, 
therefore, I, the Empress Dowager, have 
pleasure hereby to bestow upon the said 
missionary, Liu Tsai-tu, the brevet button 
of the 3rd grade and the posthumous hon- 
our of the 2nd-grade button to his parents. 
Note.—As missionaries generally adopt 
Chinese names, it is impossible to know, 
off-hand, who is meant by the term Liu 
Tsai-tu,”—T'ranslator. 


OFFICIALS PUNISHED FOR INABILITY TO 
RESIST A RAID. 

(3) Yii Lien-san, Governor of Hunan, 
reports a successful raid made by banditti 
upon the prison of the district magistrate 
of Anhsianghsien, Hunan, with the object 
of rescuing a confined companion, and 
prays that punishment be administered to 
the civil and military officials of that city 
for their inability in preventing the bandits 
from achieving their purpose. It appears 
that a subordinate chief of a band of Hunan 
robbers, under the leadership of one P‘an 
Yung-huai, was captured by the district 
magistrate of Anhsianghsien and contined 
in the inner gaol of that magistracy, await- 
ing orders from Peking for his execution. 
Suddenly, the other night, it is stated, there 
appeared a strong band of armed robbers 
inside the city who first set fire to the houses 
near the district magistrate’s yamén and 
then, profiting by the ensuing confusion, 
rushed the prison compound. Although 
the robbers were pluckily opposed by the 
prison guards, trained bands, and yamén 
runners, the robber succeeded at last in 
rescuing their comp:nion and also set 
free a number of other prisoners, awaiting 
or serving sentences. This was, howevor, 
not accomplished without considerable 
loss of life among the guards and runners, 
but by that time the city garrison who 
had been called out and tardily made 
their appearance on the scene had managed 
to surround the retreating robbers. At 
this moment also the flames had com- 
municated to the yamén and the whole 
vicinity was ablaze. A running fight then 
ensued, the soldiers being led by the 
district magistrate and the  Colonel- 
Commandant, resulting in the end in 
the capture of the Chief robber P‘an 
Yung-huai, and several others. As the 
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said officials succeeded in doing this 
much there is something extenuating in 
their case, but they cannot be termed 
guiltless for having been unable to prevent 
such a serious attack by robbers from 
outside the city-walls. The said district 
magistrate and his gaol-warden are there- 
fore handed to the Board of Civil Ap- 
pointments for determination of adequate 
penalties. With reference to the conduct 
of the Colonel-Commandant of Anhsiang- 
hsien, however, there are graver charges, 
namely, pretending to make light of the 
appeals made to him for the aid of the 
garrison to resi~t the robbers, and then, 
when forced by the gravity of the situation 
to call out the troops, making as slow a 
progress to the scene of the fight as 
possible, thereby materially aiding the 
robbers to gain their purpose. In punish- 
ment for this conduct the said officer is 
hereby cashiered and dismissed the service. 


THE GRAND ARMY OF THE NORTH. 


(4) I, the Dowager Empress Tze-hsi- 
tuan-yu, etc., have read a general outline 
of the proposed organisation of the Grand 
Army of the North, as drawn out by the 
Generalissimo Jung Lu, which seems to 
be reasonable enough. His proposal to 
divide the Grand Army into four Corps, 
namely, Left, (or Senior) Right, Front 
and Rear, under Generals Sung Ch‘ing, 
Nieh Sze-cheng, Tung Fu-hsien and Yuan 
Shih-k ‘ai, respectively, to be quartered at 
various points around Peking is also good, 
and therefore hereby sanctioned. Jung 
Lu’s proposal to further organise a another 
or Middle Corps of 10,000 men to be under 
his own special command and to serve as 
the Headquarters Corps is also hereby 

esnctioned. 


With reference to the annual sum of 
Tis. 400,000 already sanctioned over and 
above the sums appropriated for expenses 
of the four older Corps above named, 
should it be found insufficient for the 
new Middle Corps proposed by Jung 
Lu, he is hereby authorised to draw 
temporarily from the contributions of the 
various Viceroys and Governors towards 
the reorganisation of the Foochow Arsenal 
and Naval Dockyard. I hereby command 
that dispatches be sent to the various 
Viceroys and Governors concerned to send 
their contributions promptly and regularly, 
in order that there may be no hitch, and 
in case there be any tardiness in remitting, 
the Board of Revenue is hereby com- 
manded to denounce the high provincial 
officials for such delinquency. As there are 
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also some 30,000 troops belonging specially 
to the Peiyang Adininistration, care 
should be taken to have them taken 
in hand at once and that they be con- 
stantly drilled and rigidly disciplined 
so that there may be no _ falling-off in 
their various organisations. ‘The Viceroy 
Yii Lu of Chihli is hereby commanded to 
pay special attention to this, while Jung 
Lu, as Generalissimo over them, is to 
see that their drills and organisation be 
kept up to the mark of the other Corps of 
the Grand Army. The drilling and or- 
ganising of the armies of the empire, in the 
present critical condition of the country, 
should be made the most important ques- 
tion‘of all throughout the country, and I 
shall look to my _ high officials to do 
all they can to make our empire a strong 
one, and our soldiers men to be depended 
upon in times of emergency. 


THE VALUE OF QUICK-FIRING ARMS AND 
MILITARY MAPS. 


(5) I, the Empress Dowager, have read 
the memorial of the Generalissimo Jung Lu 
praying that instructions be given to the 
various arsenals and small arms factories of 
the Empire to specially manufacture quick- 
firing field pieces and small-bore rifles of 
the Mauser pattern as fast and as many as 
each establishment can, under the circum- 
stances, make, as such arms are the most 
necessary and most urgently required things 
in our armies under the new réyime. This 
is very true, and I, therefore, command that 
all Viceroys and Governors of provinces 
running such establishments shall pay care- 


‘ful hecd to this command and that funds 


be raised locally for the maintenance 
and expenses of such arsenals and factories. 
The s id Jung Lu also prays that special 
commands be given for the making of 
careful surveys of the Peiyang, for military 
maps, ete. This also is a necessary and 
important question and the Viceroy of 
Chihli is hereby commanded to instruct 
the authorities of the Military Academy 
in Tientsin to send officers and cadets to 
at once survey the whole country, in- 
cluding the sea coast, and make careful 
topographical military maps thereof, so 
that copies of them may be sent to the 
officers of the whole army for the use of 
each regiment. 


(6) A decree by the Empress Dowager 
ordering a number of Chinese and Manchu 
Military officers in the provinces to report 
to the Generalissimo Jung Lu for service, 
in reply to a memorial from him asking 
for them. 
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8th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Chou K‘ai-min is appointed Grain 
Taotai of Kuangtung province. 


THE DIRECTORSHIP OF THE NORTHERN 
RAILWAYS. 

(2) Yi K‘uan, Prince Chting, Ist 
Order, in requesting the appuintment of a 
Director of the proposed Tientsin-Chin- 
kiang Railway, says that, by rights, the 
ot held by Hu Yii-fén as Director- 

eneral of Northern Railways should 
inclute also the management of the 
proposed Railway. The fact, however, of 
the said Hu Yii-fén being also occupied 
with the arduous duties in relation to the 
management of the Tientsin-Peking Rail- 
way (Tsin-Lu) and the proposed Railway 
outside the Great Wall, will be quite 
enough for the energies of one man to 
accomplish, without the addition of what 
would be required in connection with a 
third Railway—the Tientsin-Chinkiang— 
and so it will be necessary to appoint 
an assistant to help Hu Yii-fén in this 
work. I hereby appoint Chang Yi (gen- 
erally k sow to foreigners by his *‘ private” 
name of Chang Yen-mao) an expectant 
Taolai of Kianygsu, to be Assistant Direc- 
tor-General of Railways who shall help 
the said Hu Yii-féu in connection with the 
three Railw-ys, and for this purpyse pro- 
mote the said Chang Yi to the rank ofa 
Metropolitan expectant official of the 4th 
grade. 

(3) Hua Chin-shou is appointed Director- 
‘in-Chief of the Supervisorate of Instruction 
of the Heirv-Apparent. 

9th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Fu Ttuny-t (Manchu), Censor of the 
Eastern City, ass for an extra allowance 
of rice in connection with the Refuge at 
the Small Market of that portion of 
Peking. There have already been given 
300 piculs of rice for the winter, but owing 
to the extra number of poor people requir- 
ing help during the present winter the 
above named donation, it is feared, will 
not be sufticient to last through the whole 
cold season. .I hereby grant another 100 
piculs to the said Refuge as an extra token 
of my sympathy for the sufferings of my 
poor subjects. 

(2) With reference to my decree granting 
extra allowances to the poorer members of 
the Imperial Clan and collateral branches, 
and another one for the widows and or- 
phans thereof regularly drawing monthly 
pensions, I hereby appoint Chin Ch‘i, 


{ Dec. 8—15. 


Prince K‘é-ching, 2nd Order, and the high 
Court officials Kuang Chung, Hsi Chin, and 
Ch‘i Hsiu to superintend the distribution 
of the same. 


10th December. 


NO PAPERS OF INTEREST. 
lith December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


K’uei Shun (Manchu), Imperial Comp- 
troer-General at Kokonor (also called 


_ Comptroller-General of Hsining, Kansu), is 


hereby recalled to Peking, for some other 
appointment and K’uo-pu-t‘ung-a(Manchu) 
is appointed in his place, the brevet button 
of an Assistant Military Governor being 
bestowed upon him for the occasion. 
K’uo-pu-t‘ung-a is also granted permission 
to proceed to his new post by means of the 
Imperial courier post department. 


12th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
P'u Ting (Imperial Clansman) is appoint- 
ed Manchu Senior Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites. 


13th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 
Yun Yii-ting js appointed Reader and 
Liu Yung-hang Recorder, respectively, of 
the Hanlin Academy. 


14th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Chang Chia-lu is appointed Censor and 
Keeper of the Great Seal of the Board of 
War. 

15th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Kuang Ming (Manchu) is appointed 
Salt Taotai of the Kuei-Ping-Wu Inten- 
dancy of Kuangsi p-ovince; Chai Shu 
(Manchu) is appointcl prefect of Hsing- 
hua, Fukion; and Ch‘iu Tsu-kao is ap- 
pointed prefect of Wuting, Shantung. 


REWARDS FOR TREACHERY. 


(2) I have received a memorial from 
E-K6-t‘ang-a, Tartar General and Viceroy 
of Fengtien (Lower Manchuria), asking for 
rewards to be bestowed upon a number of 
military officers who had recently crushed 
a formidable band of mounted robbers in 
that province. It appeared that one Li 
Ching was the leader of a very numerous 
band of mounted robbers who had made 
their lair inside the Chiinhua hills, from 
whence they regularly issued to make raids 
on the surrounding villages in the plain, 
and on passing trading caravans. So great 
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was this nuisance and the trouble caused by 
these mounted banditti that the memorialist 
determined to send a strong force of troops 
to crush the band once for all. After con- 
siderable fighting the robber chief Li Ching 
was at last driven to a place where there 
was no out’et of escape, and so surrendered 
himself, promising to reform and enlist 
himself and his men in the Government 
service. This was because he had found 
escape impossible and so thought to get 
out of his scrape by pretending to sur- 
render. This was made apparent in evid- 
ence at the enquiry concerning this chief 
held before the memorialist and so he 
commanded Li Ching to be summarily deca- 
pitated together with the icst of his cap- 
tured gang of banditti, thus securing 
the extinction of the whole band of des- 
peradoes. As I am of «pinion that the 
memorialist aud his military officers have 
shown commendable promptitude in per- 
forming their duty in this connection I 
hereby command that the officers named 
in this memorial be handed to the Board 
of War for adequate rewards, and further 
bestow the following extra reward upon 
the Manchu Colonel Té-k‘é-téng-ngeh, 
namely, the Fa-fu-ling-c grade of the 
Batura (badge of valour), in recognition of 
conspicuous bravery. As for Chou Ting- 
‘hun, a Major, and Ma Hung-wén, a 
Captain, who proved themselves incapable 
of executing their several duties, I hereby 
command that they be cashiered as a 
warning to others. 


16th December. 
IMPERIAL DEGREES. 

(1) Kuei Ch‘un (Manchu), Provincial 
Judge of Kansu, is hereby commanded to 
resign his post and come to Peking, as 
he is now promoted a member of the 
Tsungli Yamén with the rank of an ex- 
pectant Metropolitan official of the 3rd 

rade. 

(2) Ch'i Shu (Manchu) who was recently 
appointed prefect of Hsinghua, Fukien, 
and had his audience this morning, is hereby 
ordered to proceed first to Shantung and 
report to Li Hung-chang for duty. 

17th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
A PROMISCUOUS DISPENSATION OF GRACE. 

(1) By ex'ra act of grace, I, the Empress 
Dowager Tze-hsi-tuan-yu, etc., hereby 
grant the privilege of riding on horseback 
within the Precincts of the Western 
Palace-gates and to use the Palace barges 
in the lakes, whenever occasion arises, to 
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the following Princes and Ministers of my 


Court :—K‘uei Pin, Prince Jui, Ist Order; 
Kai T'ai, Prince Chéng, Ist order ; Tsai 
Hsiin, Prince Chuang, lst Order; Tsai 
Ying and Tsai Lien, Princes of the 3rd 
order; Yi Mu, Prince of the 4th Order ; 
the Grand Secretary K‘un Kang (Imperial 
Clan); the Manchu Board Presidents Hsi 
Ching, Ching Sing, Chi Hsin, Chtung Li, 
and Sung Kuei; and the Chinese Board 
President Hxii Fu; the members of the 
Board of Comptrollers-General of the Im- 
perial Household Department and some 
fteen Vice-Presidents of Boards. 


NEW APPOINTMENTS. 


(2) Lien Yuan (Manchu) who has been 
hoiding the post of Provincial Judge of 
Anhui is hereby ordered to resign that 
post and to come up to Peking. He is 
hereby granted the rank of an expectant 
Metropolitan official of the 3rd grade and 
appointed a Minister of the Tsungli Yamén. 

(3) Lien K‘uei (Manchu) is appointed 
Provincial Judge of Anhui vice Lien Yuan 
called to Peking. 

(4) Ho Fu-k‘un is appointed Provincial 
Judge of Kansu. 

(5) Chao Shu-ch‘iao, President of the 
Board of Punishments, is also appointed # 
Minister of the Tsungli Yamén. 

(6) Wang Lien-san, ex-Brigadier-General 
of the Military division of Ts‘aochou, 
Shantung, is hereby appointed to the Staff 
of the Generalissimo Jung Lu, at Peking. 

(7) As Ch‘i Hsiu (Manchu) has been 
appointed a member of the Grand Council 
his post as member of the Board of Comp- 
trollers-General of the Imperial Household 
Department is hereby withdrawn. 


18th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 
Ho-erh-kéug-ngéh (Mongol) is appointed 
Taotai of the An-Suh Intendancy of Kansu 
province, vice Ho Fu-k‘un promoted Pro- 
yincial Judge of said province. 


19th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Pang Hung-wén is appointed Vice- 
Director of the Court of Sacrificial Wor- 
ship. 

(2) Ch‘én Tsé-lin is appointed Taotat of 
the Ch‘i-Ning Intendancy of Shansi pro- 
vince. : 

(3) Tsén Ch‘un-hsiien, Provincial Trea- 
surer of Kuangtung, is hereby transferred 
toa similar post in Kansu_ province ; and 
Ting Ti-chang, Treasurer of Kansu, is trans- 
ferred to Kuangtung in place of the said 
Ts‘én Ch‘un-hsiien. They are commanded 
to proceed at once to their respective posts 
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and are excused from coming to Peking for 
audience. 

Note:—Ts‘én Ch‘un-hsiien is a son of 
the late Ts‘én Yii-ying, the notorious 
anti-foreign Viceroy of the Yun-Kuei 
provinces, to whom was attributed the 
murder of the late Mr. Margary, while 
travelling through Yunnan into Burma 
in 1870. Strange to say the son, the 
Provincial Treasurer noted above, is a pro- 
minent member of the Reform Party, and 
so steadily did he act up to his principles 
that, when ordered to be transferred to 
Kansu, the people of Canton unanimously 
tried to prevent his going. One of the 
people’s acts was to pile up some 10,000 
bags of rice in front of his yamén to bar 
his egress, as a token that, through his 
beneficent rule, the people had enjoyed 
abundance and plenty, and that they were 
willing to spend their entire riches to buy his 
post back for him. It was at first thought 
that T‘sén Ch‘un-hsiien would also lose his 
life with the other chiefs of the Reform 
Party, but owing to having powerful friends 
at Court and the declaration of the Em- 
press Dowager that she would not involve 
any more reformers in Kang Yii-wei’s fall, he 
was merely punished by being transferred 
from the most lucrative Treasurership of 
Canton to the poorest in Kansu.—Transla- 
tor. 

(4) Yii Hsien, (Manchu), acting Provincial 
Treasurer of Hunan, is hereby appointed 
acting Tartar General of Nanking. 


20th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The post of prefect of Chinanfu, 
Shantung, being one of considerable im- 
portance and difficulty, the Governor of 
the said province is commanded to select 
the man best fitte | for the post from among 
all the substantive prefects in the province ; 
and the post thus vacated by the said 
Governor’s choice is hereby given to P‘an 
Ming-piao, appointed from Peking. 

(2) Hu Ping-chih, ‘Governor of Shan- 
tung, reports the escape of a condemned 
prisoner, who had been sentenced to death 
hy strangulation, from the gonl of the dis- 
trict magistracy of Pingyachsien, Shansi. 
The gaol warden and gaolors concerned are 
hereby cashiered and ordered to be arrested, 
and an investigation made by the said Gov- 
ernor asto whether bribes had been accepted 
from the friends of the condemned to buy 
the man’s escape from prison. With refer- 
ence to the declaration made by the district 
magistrate of Pingyaohsien to the effect 
that he was absent from his yamén, on 
official duty, on the day of the escape of the 
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condemned and therefore innocent of con- 
nivance in the said matter the said Gover- 
nor is also to enquire as to the truth of the 
allegation and re ort to us. 


21st and 22nd December. 
No papers of interest. 


23rd December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ching Li (Manchu) is hereby ap- 
pointed sub-Chancellor of the Gr .nd Secre- 
tariat, with the brevet rank of a Vice- 
President of the Board of Rites. 

(2) With reference to Chiang Kuei-t‘i, 
the cashiered ex-Brigadier General of the 
Lingyuan Miitary D.vision of Yunnan, 
who was granted an Imperial audience this. 
morning, I, the Empress Dowa-er, hereby 
restore his former rank and titles to him: 
as an act of extra Imperial grace. 

Note :—This was the General who ran 
away from the Japanese in 1895 at 
Newchwang and was cashiered and im- 
prisoned in the Board of Punishments 
for cowardice. His freedom and restoration 
to his rank are alleged to have cost him 
Tis. 150,000, nearly of all of which went 
to the favourite eunuch of the ‘Empress. 
Dowager.—Translator. 


24th December. 
No papers of interest. 


25th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Ké Pao-hua is promoted Senior Vice- 
President of the Court of Censors. 
(2) Tai Hung-tze is appointed Reader, 
and Ch‘én Ping-ho Recorder, respectively, 
of the Hanlin Academy. 


26th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ho Chéng-ngao, Brigidier-General 
of the Ch‘uanpei Military division of 
Szechuan, who was received in audience 
this morning is hereby appointed ‘o the 
Staff of the Generalissimo, Jung Lu. 

(2) With reference to the appointment 
of Chao Shu-ch‘iao and Ying Nien (Man- 
chu) to inspect, make an estimate of, and’ 
report upon what is required in connection 
with the walls of Peking alleged to be ina 
dilapidated coadition, the said Inspectors. 
request that work be ordered to be begun 
next year and to be finished within four 
years. This is hereby sanctioned. 

(3) We have received with regret the 
news of the death at Nanking of Féng 
Shén, Tartar General of Kiangning, and 
hereby command, in recognition of his 
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brilliant services during tle Taiping Rebel- 
lion, that an extra grant of Tls. 1,000 be 
given the family of the decersed ; thnt his 
inilitary deeds be compiled into the dynas- 
tie history, and that specix] memorial tem- 
ples be built in the various provinces in 
which the deceased served. Hsii Lung-d, 
son of deceased, is made a» 2nd-class 
Board Secretary and his grandsons Hsiang 
Shun and Hsiang Té are made 1st-class 
expectant prefect and sub-prefect, respec- 
tively. 


28th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


THE CONFISCATION OF KANG YU-WEI’S 
PROPERTY. 

I, the Empress Dowager, have received 
a memorial from T‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy 
of the Two Kuang provinces, reporting 
that he has confiscated the property of 
the Arch-traitor, Kang Yii-wei, just outside 
the city of Canton, and that, among 
the things searched out from his ancestral 
home, were a large number of letters 
from members of Kang’s Party, as well as 
many lithographed traitorous works, all 
of which the said Viceroy beys to pre- 
sent to the Throne for perusal and decision. 
Having read the above I tind that the cor- 
respondence referred tv teems with traitor- 
ous designs against the dynasty, some even 
going so far as to advocate the appointment 
of the already decapitated T‘an Sze-t‘ung 
to be the first President of the Chinese 
Republic, on the ground that the present 
dynasty does not deserve to be supp -rted 
by the Reform Party. Furthermore, I find 
that both books ant letters all bear the 
inscription and date of ‘so many years 
after the Sage Confucius.” ignoring the 
usual term of the ‘* —— reign of H.1.M. 
Kuany Fisii,” all of which clearly prove the 
treachery aud disloyalty of the writers 
thereof, The letters alse implicate a very 
larve mumber of officials and Uiterati, but as 
T have already decided to exercise leniency 
and mercy and therefore desire to implicate 
no further people Dhereby command that 
all the letters and lithograj-hed books sent 
me be immediately consigned to the flames 
and destroyed. Hitherto Kang Yii-wei, 
hy his) speciousness, Jed ignorant and 
thoughtless persons to believe that he was 
only intent upon refo ming the govern- 
ment as ab present practised, on the 
ground that China was behind the tim s. 
and hence it was deelared that ‘his 


punishment exceeded the weight of his 
guilt.” But the confiscation and seizure of 
his correspon ence and books, intended for 
the propaganda of his traitorous designs 
up n the present dynasty, clearly prove his 
deep guilt and shows that his punishment 
has been just. I trust, therefore, that all 
who have received the bounty of the go- 
vernment and experienced the leniency of 
the Throne will judge impartially between 
the dynasty and Kany’s Party and seek to 
teach others the duty they owe to the 
Throne. Let this decree be made known 
to the whole Empire. 


29th December. 
No papers of interest. 


Oth December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


A decree from the Itmpress Dowager to 
Vicervys anid Governors reiterating the 
importance of drilling and organising their 
armies after modern models; of enrouraginy 
the people to tuke an interest in volun- 
teering and joinmg the militia; of reor- 
ganising the police establishments in every 
city of the Empire ; of establishing Reserve 
Granaries ; and of all matters relating to 
Commerce, Agriculture and tae Arts, 


31st December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) A decree calling upon Viceroys, 
Governors, and Provincia] Treasurers to be 
more conscientious in appointing fit men 
as local authorities wh» will show energy 
in eradicating all evil measures under 
which the masses are suffering. and de- 
nouncing the favouritism and nepotism 
of the high provincial authorities who 
select lucrative posts for their protégés and 
favourites, compelling those who are really 
fit for the posts, appointed from Peking, to 
transfer themselves to poor posts regard- 
less of the true condition of the masses 
and the ineapability of these proteyés, etc. 

TUE MANCHU LICENTIATE EXAMINATIONS. 

(2) Shu Tai (Imperial Clansman) is ap- 
pointed Chief Mxaminer of the literary 
work at the approaching licentiate exmnin- 
ation of Manchu youths. 

(3) Ktuei Pin, Prince Jui, Ist Order, 
aud Fu Chén, Consort of an Tnperial Prin- 
cess, are hereby appointed Mxaminers in 
Archery on horseback, and on foot, at the 
inilitary examination of Manchu youths 
for the licentiate degree. 


